Exobus 17

WATER
FROM
~THEROEGK

UT it came to pass

7 that when .the chil-

dren of Israel had

left the wilderness of

Sin, and had pitched their camp in

Rephidim, they found that there was
no water for them to drink.

Therefore they complained to Moses
and said:

“Give us water that we may drink.
Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to
kill us and our children and our cattle
with thirst?”’

Moses cried to the Lord, saying:

“What shall T do to these people?
They are almost ready to stone me.”

God said:

“Go on before the people, and
take with you the elders of Israel.
Take in your hand the rod which you
used to strike the river, and go. I will
stand before you there upon the rock
in Horeb. And you shall strike the
rock, and water shall come out of it
so that the people may drink.”

And this Moses did, while the elders
of Israel looked on. :

Moses gave to this place the name
of Massah, meaning “‘temptation”, be-
cause the children of Israel tempted
the Lord and tried to test him, saying,
“Is the Lord with us, or not?”
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JTEEDITEAT
OF
AMALEK

MALEK came with
his army and attack-
ed the people of Is-
rael as they camped
in Rephidim. And Moses said to
Joshua:

“Choose men and go out and fight
with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand
on the top of the hill with the rod of
God in my hand.”

So Joshua did as Moses had said to
him, and fought with Amalek. And
Moses, Aaron and Hur went up to the
top of the hill. And it came to pass
that when Moses held up his hand,
Israel was victorious, and when he let
down his hand, Amalek was victorious.

But Moses’ hands became weary, so
they took a stone and put it under
him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and
Hur held up his hands, the one on the
one side and the other on the other.

Thus Moses’ hands were steady until
the going down of the sun. And
Joshua defeated Amalek and his people.
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JETHRO
- ADVISES
MOSES

4
/ HEN Jethro, the
! priest of Midian,
'_',’; = Moses’ father-in-law,
; heard of all that God
had done for Moses and for Israel his
people, he came to see Moses in the
wilderness. ;

Moses went out to meet his father-
in-law and told him all that the Lord
had done to Pharach and to the Egyp-
tians for Israel’s sake. And Jethro
said:

“Blessed be the Lord. Now I know
that he is greater than all gods.”

And it came to pass on the next day
that Moses sat to judge the people, and
the people stood by Moses from the
morning to the evening. And when
Jethro saw this, he said:

“What is this thing that you do with
the people? Why do you sit by your-
self alone, and why do all the peo-
ple stand by you from morning to
evening?”’

And Moses said to his father-in-
law: “The people come to me to inquire
of God. When they have a matter,
they come to me, and I make them
know the statutes of God, and his
laws.”

And Moses’ father-in-law said to.

him: “The thing that you do is not

134

Exopus 18

good. You will surely wear away, both
you and this people who are with you.
For this thing is too heavy for you.
You are not able to perform it by
yourself alone. Listen now to my voice.
I will give you advice.

“You should choose from the peo-
ple able men, men who fear God,
men of truth and honesty. Place them
over the people, to be rulers of thou-
sands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers
of fifties and rulers of tens. And let
them judge the people at all times.
Every great matter they shall bring to
you, but every small matter they shall
judge themselves. Thus shall it be
easier for you, and they shall share the
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burden with you. If you shall do this
thing, and God so commands you,
then you shall be able to endure, and
all this people also shall go to their
place in peace.”

Moses listened to the voice of his
father-in-law, and did all that he said.
He chose able men from all Israel and
made them rulers of thousands, rulers
of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rul-
ers of tens. And they judged the people
at all times. The difficult cases they
brought to Moses, but every small
matter they judged themselves.

And Moses let his father-in-law de-
part. And he went his way into_his
own land. -




TEE TEN
COMMANDMENTS

N the third month

J after the children of

N . Israel had left Egypt,

— they came into the

desert of Sinai. They pitched their tents

in the wilderness and camped there
“before the mountain.

Moses went up to talk to the Lord,
and God called to him from the moun-
tain, saying:

“Say to the children of Israel, ‘You
have seen what I did to the Egyptians,
and how I carried you on eagles’
wings and brought you to myself.
Now if you will obey my voice and
keep your agreement with me, then
you shall be a special treasure to me,
more than any other people. You
shall be a kingdom of priests to me,
and a holy nation.” These are the
words you shall speak to the children
of Israel.”

Moses came down and called for
the elders of the people, and laid be-
fore them all the words of the Lord.
And the people answered together and
said:

“All that the Lord has spoken, we
will do.”

Then Moses told the Lord what
the people had said. And God was
pleased and spoke to Moses, saying:
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“Lo, I will come to you in a thick
cloud, so that the people may hear
when I speak to you, and believe you
forever.

“Now go to the people and bless
them today and tomorrow. Have them
wash their clothes and be ready for the
third day. For the third day the Lord
will come down in the sight of all the
people upon Mount Sinai. You shall
set bounds for the people, and warn
them to take care not to go up on the
mountain or touch the side of it, for
whoever touches the mountain shall
surely be put to death. Anyone who
does touch it shall be stoned or shot,
whether it be beast or man. When the
trumpet sounds a long blast, they shall
come up to the mountain.”

Moses went down from the mountain
to the people, and he blessed them,
and they washed their clothes. And he
said to them:

“Be ready for the third day.”

When the third day came, in the
morning there was thunder and light-
ning, and a thick cloud lay upon the
mountain. Then the voice of a trum-
pet sounded so loud that all the people
in the camp trembled.

And Moses led the people out of the
camp to meet with God, and they stood
at the foot of the mountain.

Mount Sinai was covered with
smoke, because the Lord descended
on it in fire. The smoke rose up like
the smoke of a furnace, and the whole
mountain trembled and shook.

When the voice of the trumpet
sounded long blasts, and grew louder
and louder, Moses spoke, and God
answered him by a voice. Then the
Lord came down upon the top of
Mount Sinai, and he called Moses
up to the top of the mountain, and
Moses went up.

And God spoke all thess words,
saying:

“I am the Lord your Ged., who
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brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery.

“You shall have no gods other
than me.

“You shall not make any sculptured
image or any likeness of anything
that is in heaven above, or on the earth
beneath, or in the water under the earth.
You shall not bow down to them nor
worship them. For I, the Lord your
God, am a jealous God, punishing the
offspring of those who hate me, and
showing mercy to thousands of those
that love me and keep my command-
ments.

“You shall not use the name of the
Lord your God carelessly.

“Remember the sabbath day, to
keep it holy. Six days you shall labour
and do all your work, but the seventh
day is the sabbath of the Lord your
God. In it you shall do no work, you,
nor any member of your family and
household, nor any person living with
you. For in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, the sea and all that
is in them, and rested the seventh day.
Therefore the Lord blessed the seventh
day and made it holy.

“Respect your father and your
mother, so that your days may be
many in the land the Lord your God
gives to you.

“You shall not kill.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not wrongly accuse your
neighbour.

“You shall not envy your neighbour,
nor desire to have his house, his wife,
his servants, his animals, nor anything
that is his.”

All the people saw the thunder and
lightning and heard the noise of the
trumpet and saw the mountain smoke.
And when they did so, they moved
back and stood at a distance. And
they said to Moses:

“‘Speak to us, and we will listen.
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But do not let God speak to us, for
fear that we may die.”

And Moses said to the people:

“Do not fear, for God has come to
test you, so that you may learn to have
respect for him, so that you may do
no wrong.”

The people stood far off while Moses
drew near to the thick darkness where
the Lord was.

LAWS FOR GOVERNING
THE TRIBES

And God spoke to Moses and gave
him laws to govern the tribes of Israel
in all their acts. And among the laws
that were given were the following:

“Anyone who strikes another man
and kills him must himself be put to
death.

“Anyone who strikes his father or
his mother shall be put to death.

“Anyone who kidnaps another, and
sells him or keeps him as a slave shall
be put to death.

“Anyone who curses his father or
his mother shall be put to death.

“Life shall be given for life, an eye
for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, burning
for burning, wound for wound.

“But if a thief is killed by a person
who attacks him in the act of stealing,
that person shall not be punished for
murder.

“If an ox gores a man or woman, and
they die, then the ox shall be stoned
and he shall not be eaten, but the
owner of the ox shall not be charged.
But if the ox was accustomed to push
with his horn in time past and it has
been made known to his owner and he
has not kept him in, the ox shall be
stoned and the owner also shall be
put to death.

“If a man steals an ox or a sheep and
kills it or sells it, he shall restore five
oxen for an ox and four sheep for a
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sheep. If the animal is found in his
hand alive, whether it is ox or ass or
sheep, he shall restore double.

“Any man who worships any god
other than the Lord shall be des-
troyed.

“You shall deal kindly with stran-
gers, for you were strangers in the
land of Egypt.

“You shall care for the widow and
the fatherless child. If you hurt them,
and they cry to the Lord, their cry
shall be heard. The Lord’s anger shall
be great, and he will cause your own
death, so that your wives shall be
widows and your children fatherless.

“If you lend money to any of my
people who are poor, you shall not
take interest on the sum owed to you.

“You shall obey without complaint
the ruler and the judges of the people.”

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT

Moses came down and told the peo-
ple all the words of the Lord and all
his laws, and the people said:

“Everything the Lord has said, we
will do.”

Moses wrote down all the words of
the Lord, and he arose early in the
morning and built an altar to the Lord,
with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes
of Israel, and he sacrificed to the Lord.

Then Moses and Aaron and seventy
of the elders of Israel rose up, and
they saw the Lord of Israel. And God
said to Moses:

“Come up to me in the mountain,
and 1 will give you tablets of stone
with the law and the commandments
which I have written, so that you may
teach them.”

Moses and his minister Joshua rose
up and before he went into the moun-
tain of God, Moses said to the elders:

“Wait here for us. Aaron and Hur
are with you: if any man has any
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dispute to settle, let him go to them.”

When Moses went to the mountain,
a cloud covered it. The glory of the
Lord was over Mount Sinai, and
the cloud covered it for six days.
On the seventh day God called to
Moses from the cloud, and the sight of
the glory of the Lord was like a raging
fire on the top of the mountain, to the
eyes of the children of Israel.
. Moses went into the cloud and
up the mountain, and he was on the
mountain for forty days and forty
nights. :

And God spoke to Moses, saying:

“Tell the people of Israel to bring me
offerings. From every man who gives
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willingly with his heart you shall take
the offering. And this is what you will
receive from them: gold, silver and
brass, cloths of blue, purple and scarlet,
fine linen, goats’ hair, rams’ skins dyed
red, badgers’ skins and acacia. wood,
oil for lighting, spices for anointing and
for sweet incense, onyx stones and other
Jjewels.

“And let them make me a sanctuary
so that I may live among them. They
shall make it according to all that I
tell you.

“They shall make me an ark of
acacia wood. It shall be a chest four
feet long, two feet wide and two feet
high. It is to be covered with gold

————

inside and out, and it shall have a gold

band around it. At each corner it shall
have a gold ring, and through these
rings shall be passed gold-covered rods
of acacia wood, so that the ark may be
carried.

“These rods shall remain in the rings
of the ark and shall not be taken from
it. And they shall put in the ark the
laws I shall give you.

“They shall make also a mercy seat,
a throne of pure gold, four feet long
and two feet wide. At each end of the
mercy seat there shall be the figure
of an angel in beaten gold. And the
angels shall stretch their wings upward,
covering the mercy seat with them.
Their faces shall look to one another
and shall be inclined slightly down-
wards. And the mercy seat shall be put
upon the ark, and in the ark shall be
put the law and the commandments
that I shall give you.

“*And there 1 will meet with you, and
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speak to you from above the mercy
seat, from between the two angels upon
the ark.

“And they shall make a table of
acacia wood, and cover it with gold,
and put a gold band around it with
gold rings at each corner. And gold-
covered rods of acacia wood shall be
passed through the rings, so that the
table may be carried.

“And they shall make a candlestick
of pure gold. Of beaten work shall the
candlestick be made. Its shaft and its
branches, its bowls and its flowers shall
be of the same. And six branches shall
come out of the sides of it, three
branches out of one side, and three
out of the other side. It shall all be
one beaten work of pure gold. And
there shall be seven lamps like this.
And the tongs and the snuffers thereof
shall be of pure gold. See that they are
made after the pattern showed on the
mountain.
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“And they ‘shall make a taber-
nacle, a tent lined with fine linen and
with blue, purple and scarlet cloth,
and covered with goats’ hair cloth,
rams’ skins dyed red and badgers’
skins.

“And the ark of the testimony, with
the mercy seat upon it, shall be kept
in the tabernacle and covered with a
veil, a curtain of blue, purple and
scarlet cloth. In front of the veil shall
be kept the table. On the table shall be
set showbread, twelve loaves of sacred
bread shall be set there every sabbath,
to be eaten by the priests.

“And the people of Israel shall

make an altar, and set it up before the
tabernacle.

“Take Aaron your brother and his
sons with him from among the children
of Israel, that he may minister to me
in the priest’s office. And you shall
make holy garments for Aaron your
brother, for glory and for beauty. You
shall speak to all that are wisehearted,
whom I have filled with the spirit of
wisdom, that they make Aaron’s gar-
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ments to consecrate him. And these
are the garments which they shall
make: a breastplate, an ephod, a robe,
an embroidered coat, a turban and a
girdle.

“And they shall make the ephod of
gold, of blue, of purple, of scarlet and
fine twined linen, with skilful work.
And they shall make for the breast-
plate chains of pure gold. And Aaron
shall bear the names of the children of
Israel on the breastplate of judgment
upon his heart when he goes into the
holy place, as a memorial before the

Lord. :
“And they shall make the robe all

of blue, and beneath, on the hem of it,
you shall make pomegranates of blue,
and of purple and of scarlet, with
bells of gold between them. Aaron
shall wear these garments when he min-
isters so that his sound may be heard
both when he goes in to worship before
the Lord, and when he comes out. And
you shall make a plate of pure gold,
and engrave upon it in the manner of
a signet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. You
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shalI_ put it on the front of the turban
and it shall be attached with a lace of
blue.

“This plate shall be at all times upon
Aaron’s forehead as a token of p];)js
ministry in order that the holy offerings
of the people of Israel may be accept-
able before the Lord.

“Aaron and his sons shall be anointed
with oil and shall be made priests, so
that they may make sacrifices to me for
the people.

“And for the sacrifice you shall take
one young bullock and two lambs
without blemish, unleavened bread, un-
leavened cakes tempered with oil, and
unleavened wafers anointed with oil.
You shall make them of wheat flour,
and place them in a basket, bringing it
with the bullock and the two rams.

“Then you shall bring Aaron and
his sons to the door of the tabernacle
of the congregation and wash them
with water.

“All these things shall be possible
becaqse I have given you men of skill
and intelligence, whom 1 have filled
with the spirit of God. These men are
craﬁsmcp of great experience and un-
derstanding. They are able to work in
gold, silver and brass, to cut and set
stones and to carve timber. They have
the talent to make all that T have com-
manded, whether the tabernacle of the
congregation, the ark of the testimony
or the mercy seat upon it.

Spea.k to the people of Israel and
say: “You shall keep my sabbaths as a
sign bepween me and you through all
generations. Six days may work be done
but the seventh is a day of rest, holy to
the Lqrd, _for having made heaven and
earth in six days, the Lord rested on
the seventh.” >
_ And when God had finished speak-
mng to Moses upon Mount Sinai, he
gave him two tablets of stone, the
tablets of the law and commandments
written by the hand of the Lord. ,




THE MAKING
OF THE
GOLDEN
CALE

HEN the people saw
that Moses was not
coming down from
the mountain at once,
they gathered round Aaron and said to
him: “Make us gods to go before us,
for we do not know what has become
of Moses, who brought us out of the
land of Egypt.”

So Aaron said to them:

“Break off the golden ear-rings which
your wives and sons and daughters
wear in their ears, and bring them to
me.”

So all the people broke off the golden
ear-rings in their ears and brought
them to Aaron. He took them from
their hands and melted the gold and
fashioned it with a tool into the shape
of a calf.

“Let this be your god, O Israel, which
brought you up out of the land of
Egypt,” they said.

When Aaron saw it, he built an altar
before it. Then he made a proclamation,
saying:

“Tomorrow is a feast to the Lord.”

They rose up early the next morn-
ing and offered burnt offerings and
brought peace offerings, and the people
sat down to eat and to drink and rose
up to play.

Then God said to Moses:

“Go down. For your people whom
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you have brought out of the land of
Egypt have corrupted themselves. They
have turned aside from the way I com-
mandéd them to go. They have made
themselves a golden calf and worshipped
it. They have made sacrifices to it
and have said, ‘This is your god,
O Israel, which brought you out of the
land of Egypt.””

And God said to Moses:

“] have watched this people, and
they are a stubborn people. Now

therefore leave me alone, for my anger
has grown hot against them, and I will
destroy them and make a great nation
of you alone.”

But Moses pleaded with the Lord his
God, saying:

“Lord, why are you angry against
your people whom you have brought
out of the land of Egypt by great power
and with a mighty hand? Are the
Egyptlans to say, ‘He led them out as
a trick to slay them in the mountains,

Exobus 32

and to destroy them from the face of
the earth?” Turn from your fierce
anger against your people. Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your serv-
ants, to whom you swore by your own
name_that you would multiply their
offspring like the stars of the heaven,
and give all this land you have spoken
of to their children, and that they would
inherit it for ever.”

S_o the Lord repented of the evil
which he planned to do to his people.




Exobus 32
MOSES® ANGER

Then Moses turned and went down
from the mountain, with the two tablets
of the laws in his hand. The tablets were
covered with writing on both sides
and were the work of God, and the
writing was the writing of God engraved
upon the tablets.

When Joshua heard the noise of
the people as they shouted, he said to
Moses: -

“There is noise of war in the camp.”

“It is not the voice of those who
shout for victory,” Moses said, “nor
those who cry in defeat, but the noise
of those who sing that I hear.”

As soon as he came close to the
camp, he saw the calf and the dancing,
and Moses’ anger grew hot, and he
hurled down the tablets from his hands,
and they broke at the foot of the
mountain.

He took the calf which they had
made and burned it in the fire, and
ground it to powder and sprinkled it
upon the water, and made the people
of Israel drink it.

And Moses said to Aaron:

“What did the people do to you that
made you lead them into such great
wrongdoing?”

“Do not be angry,” Aaron said.
“You know the people, and how they
are set on mischief. They said to me,
‘Make us gods which shall go before
us, for we do not know what has be-
come of Moses who led us out of the
land of Egypt.’ And I said to them,
‘Let those who have gold break it off.’
So they gave it to me. Then I cast it
into the fire, and there came out this
calf.”

And on the following day Moses said
to the people:

“You have sinned a great sin. And
now I will go up to the Lord. Perhaps
I can obtain forgiveness from him for
the sin you have committed.”
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And Moses returned to the Lord and
said:

““Oh, this people have sinned a great
sin, and have made gods of gold. Yet,
will you forgive their sin? If not, I beg
you to blot me entirely out of your
book.”

“Whoever has sinned against me, him
I blot out of my book,” the Lord
answered. “So go now, lead the people
to the place I have told you of. My
angel shall go before you. The time
shall come when I shall punish the
people for their sin.”

THE LORD’S PUNISHMENT

And the Lord punished the people
with a plague, because they had made
the calf with Aaron.

And God spoke to Moses, saying:

“Depart, you and the people you
have led up out of the land of Egypt,
and go to the land which I promised to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob for
their children. I will send an angel
before you to a land flowing with milk
and honey. But I will not go with you
myself, because you are a stubborn
people.”

When the people heard these words,
they mourned. And not a man of them
wore his ornaments.

And Moses took the holy tent and
pitched it outside the camp, some way
off, and called it the Tabernacle of the
congregation. And whenever Moses
went out into the tabernacle, all the
people rose up and stood at their tent
doors and followed Moses with their
eyes until he was gone inside. Then the
cloudy pillar descended and stood at
the tabernacle door.

The Lord spoke to Moses face to
face, as a man speaks to his friend.
And when Moses returned to the camp,
his servant Joshua remained each time
in the tabernacle.
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RENEWAL
OF THE
COVENANT

ND God said unto
Moses: “Take two
tablets of stone like

the first, and I will
write upon these tablets the words
that were on the first tablets which you
broke.

“And be ready in the morning, and
come up in the morning to Mount
Sinai, and stand there before me at the
top of the mountain. No man shall
come up with you, nor must any man
be seen anywhere on the mountain, nor
must the flocks or herds feed anywhere
near it.”

So Moses cut two tablets of stone
like the first. And he rose up early
in the morning and went up Mount
Sinai, as the Lord had commanded,
taking in his hand the two tablets of
stone.

And God came down in the cloud
and stood with him there and said:

“I am the Lord, the Lord God,
merciful and gracious, patient and with
great goodness and truth. I show mercy
to thousands, forgiving evil, wrong-
doing and sin, but I punish the guilty
even in their children and their chil-
dren’s children, to the third and to the
fourth generation.”
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Moses bowed his head to the earth
and worshipped, saying:

“If now I have found grace in your
sight, O Lord, I pray you to come
among us. We are a stubborn people,
but forgive our wrongdoing and our
sin, and take us to be your people.”

GOD’S PROMISE TO
THE ISRAELITES

And God said:

“Behold, I will make a promise: I
will do wonders for all your people such
as have not been done anywhere in any
nation. And all your people shall see
the work of the Lord, for it is a wonder-
ful thing that I will do.

“I will drive out before you the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Hittites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebu-
sites. Not only must you make no
agreement with the people living in the
land to which you are going, but you
shall destroy their altars and break their
images. And you shall worship no god
other than the Lord.

“You must keep all my command-
ments and worship me according to my
laws.”

Moses was with the Lord forty days
and forty nights. During this time he
did not eat or drink, and he wrote upon
the tablets the words of the law and the
ten commandments.

And when Moses came down from
Mount Sinai with the two tablets in
his hand, he did not know that the
skin of his face shone after his encoun-
ter with God. And when Aaron and
the children of Israel saw Moses, they
were afraid to come near him because
his face shone. Moses called to them,
and Aaron and all the rulers of the
congregation came to him, and Moses
talked with them.

Afterwards, all the children of Israel
came, and Moses told them all that the

Lord had said to him on Mount Sinai.

Moses put a veil over his face until
he had finished speaking to them. But
when he went to speak to the Lord, he
took the veil off. And all the children
of Israel saw that the skin of Moses’
face shone.

According to the commandment God
had given to Moses, the children of
Isracl made the tabernacle. In it they
placed the ark containing the tablets
of stone on which were written the ten
commandments and the law.

And God commanded that the
tabernacle should be raised up, and
he covered it with a cloud. When the
cloud was taken up from over the
tabernacle, the children of Israel con-
tinued their journeys. But if the cloud
covered the tabernacle, they did not
journey until the day that it was taken
up. For the cloud of the Lord was upon
the tabernacle by day, and fire was
on it by night, so that all the house
of Israel could see it during all their
journeys.
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THE
DEPARTURE
FROM SINAI

T came to pass on
the twentieth day of
the second month of
the second year after
the children of Israel had left Egypt
that the cloud was taken up from over
the tabernacle.

So the children of Israel journeyed
out of the wilderness of Sinai. The ark
of the covenant of the Lord went before
them, to show them where they should
stop. And the cloud came to rest in
the wilderness of Paran, three days’
journey from Mount Sinai.

THE PEOPLE CRY OUT
FOR FOOD

There the children of Israel com-
plained again and said:

“Who shall give us food to eat? We
remember the fish which we did eat
freely in Egypt. We remember the
cucumbers and the melons, the leeks,
the onions and the garlic. But now there
is nothing but this manna for us to
eat.”

Moses heard the people’s cries, and
the anger of the Lord was greatly
kindled. Moses also was displeased,
and he said to the Lord:

“Why have you laid the burden of
this people upon me, to bring them to
the land which you promised to their
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fathers? Where will I find food to give
to all of them? For they are weeping
and saying to me, ‘Give us food to
eat.” I cannot bear this burden alone.
I pray you to kill me and save me from
my misery.”

And God said:

“Gather seventy men of the elders
of Israel, and bring them to the
tabernacle to stand there with you. I
will come down and talk with you there,
and I will make them share the burden
of the people, so that you no longer
bear it alone.

“And say to the people, “You shall
eat meat, not for one day, nor two
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days, nor five days, nor ten days, nor
twenty days, but for a whole month,
until you are bursting with it and begin
to hate it.” ”

Moses answered the Lord, saying:

“The people number six hundred
thousand, and you have said you will
give them meat to eat for a whole
month. Shall the flocks be slaughtered
or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered
so as to be enough for them?”

And God said:

“Has the Lord’s power decreased at
all? You shall see now whether my
word shall be carried out or not.”

Moses went out and told the people
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the words of the Lord and gathered the
seventy men of the elders. And the
Lord sent forth a wind, and brought
quails from the sea. He let them fall
by the camp, about a day’s journey
on the one side and about a day’s
journey on the other side, all around
the camp. The people went out and
gathered the quails all that day and all
that night and all the next day. The
least that anyone gathered was about
a bushel.

But even while they were eating the
quails, the Lord struck the people with
a terrible plague. Many of them died
and were buried in that place.
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deik
ISRAELITES
PREPARE TO
ENTER
CANAAN

HE Lord spoke to
Moses in the wilder-
ness of Paran saying:
“Send out men to
look over the land of Canaan, which I
have promised to the children of
Israel. Send a man from every tribe,
each one to be a ruler among his
people.”

Moses chose twelve men, one from
each of the tribes of Israel. He sent
them to spy out the land of Canaan,
saying to them:

“Go up into the mountains and
look over the land. See what it is like,
whether the people who dwell there
are strong or weak, few or many.
See what the land itself is like that
they dwell in, whether it is good or
bad. See what their cities are like,
whether they live in tents or in strong
buildings. See whether the land is rich
or poor, whether it has wood or not,
and bring back some of the fruit of the
land.”

Now it was the time for the first ripe
grapes. So the men went out and
searched the land. They came to a
brook, and there they cut down a
branch with a cluster of grapes on it.
They carried it between them slung on
a staff and they brought also some
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pomegranates and figs. They gave the
place the name of Eschcol, meaning “a
cluster of grapes”, because of the grapes
they had cut down there.

They searched through the land for
forty days. Then they returned to
Moses and Aaron and all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel, and
brought word to them and showed them
the fruit of the land.
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THE PEOPLE MURMUR
AGAINST MOSES

And when the men returned, they
said to Moses:

“We came to the land to which you
sent us. It is indeed flowing with
milk and honey, and this is the fruit
of it. Yet the people are strong who
dwell in the land, and the cities are
walled and very large. We saw the
children of Anak there. The Amalekites
inbabit the south. The Hittites, the
Jebusites and the Amorites live in
the mountains, and the Canaanites
have the land by the sea and along the
River Jordan.”

Caleb, who had been among the men
sent to spy out the land, silenced the
people and said:

“Let us go at once and take posses-
sion of the land, for we are strong
enough to overcome it.”

But the others who had gone out with
him said:

“We are not able to fight those
people, for they are stronger than we.”

And they gave an evil report to the
children of Israel concerning the land
they had searched out, saying:

“The land which we went to look
over is a land that eats up its inhabi-
tants. All the people we saw in it are
men of great height. We saw there
giants, the sons of Anak who was de-
scended from giants. We looked like
grasshoppers by the side of them.”

Then all the congregation lifted up
their voices and cried. All the people
wept that night. And the children of
Israel murmured against Moses and
Aaron, saying to them:

“Would to God that we had died in
the land of Egypt, or that we had died
in the wilderness! Why has the Lord
brought us to this land to be killed in
battle, so that our wives and children
may be captured? Would it not be better

for us to return to Egypt?”
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And the people said to one another:

“Let us choose a captain, and let us
return to Egypt.”

Then Caleb and Joshua, who had
also been with those who had searched

the land, spoke to all the company of
the children of Israel, saying:

“The land which we passed through
to look over is an exceedingly good
land. If the Lord is pleased with us,
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then he will bring us into this land and
give it to us, a land flowing with milk
and honey. But do not rebel against
the Lord, and do not fear the people
of the land, for they have no defence.
The Lord is with us. So do not fear
them.”

But the people threatened to stone
them. And the glory of the Lord
appeared in the tabernacle before all
the children of Israel, and God said to
Moses:

“How long will this people pro-
voke me? How long will it be before
they believe me, for all the signs which
I have shown them? I will strike
them with a plague. I will disinherit
tkllem and make a great nation of you
alone.”

MOSES ASKS GOD’S
FORGIVENESS

Moses answered the Lord, saying:

“Then the Egyptians shall hear of
it and they will tell the inhabitants of
this land, who have heard that you are
the Lord of this people. They have
heard that you are seen by them face
to face, that your cloud stands over
them, and that you go before them by
daytime in a pillar of cloud and in a
pillar of fire by night. If now .you
kill all this people, the nations which
have heard of your fame will say, ‘Be-
cause the Lord was not able to bring
this people into the land which he
promised them, he has destroyed them
in the wilderness.’

“Now I beg of you, let the Lord’s
power be great, even as you have
spoken saying: ‘The Lord is patient,
and of great mercy, forgiving sin and
wrongdoing.” Forgive, I beg of you,
the sin of this people, according to the
greatness of your mercy, as you have

forgiven them from Egypt even until
now.” :
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THE MURMURERS
ARE PUNISHED

And God said to Moses:

“Because all those men who have
seen my glory, and the miracles I did
in Egypt and in the wilderness have not
listened to my voice, they indeed shall
not see the land which I promised to
their fathers.

“Say to the children of Israel, ‘You
who have murmured against me shall
die in the wilderness, but your children
which you said would be captured,
them will I bring to that land which you
have despised. But as for you, you
shall fall in this wilderness. And your
children shall wander in the wilderness
for forty years, one year for each of the
days spent in searching out the land.
For forty years I shall withhold my
promise.” ”
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And of the men whom Moses sent
to search out the land and who re-
turned and made the congregation
murmur against him by giving an evil
report on the land, all except Caleb
and Joshua died of a plague sent by the
Lord.

Then the people rose up early in
the morning and went to the top of the
mountain saying:

“We arehere, and will go to the place
the Lord has promised, for we have
sinned.”

But Moses said to them:

“You must not go up the mountain.
Because you turned away from the
Lord, the Lord will not be with you.”

Yet some of them continued and
went without Moses and the ark of the
covenant of the Lord, and they were
struck down by the Amalekites and the
Canaanites.

THE
WANDERING
CONTINUES

HE children of Is-
rael continued their
wandering into the
desert of Sin. They
stopped at Kadesh, where Miriam, the
sister of Aaron, died and was buried.

Once again there was no water for the
people, and they gathered themselves
together against Moses and Aaron,
saying:

“Would to God that we had died
when our brothers died. Why have you
brought the congregation of the Lord
into this wilderness so that we and
our cattle should die here? Why did
you make us come out of Egypt to
bring us to this evil place? It is no
place of plenty, of figs, of vines or of
pomegranates. Nor is there any water
to drink.”

And God said to Moses:

“Take the rod and gather the people
together, you and Aaron. Speak to the
rock while they look on. It shall send
forth water, enough for 4ll the people
and their cattle to drink.”

Moses took the rod. He and Aaron
gathered the congregation together
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before the rock, and Moses said to
them:

“Hear now, you rebels. Must we
fetch water out of this rock?”

And Moses raised his hand, and
struck the rock twice with his rod. The
water came flowing out, and the con-
gregation drank and their cattle drank.

But God said to Moses and Aaron:

“Because you did not believe in me,
to show my power in the eyes of the
children of Israel, you shall not bring
this assembly to the land that I have
given them.”
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PASSAGE THROUGH EDOM
IS REFUSED

Moses sent messengers from Kadesh
to the king of Edom, where the descend-
ants of Esau lived, saying:

“We come from your kinsmen of
Israel. You know all the hardship we
have suffered, how the Egyptians ill-
treated us and our fathers. And when
we cried to the Lord, he heard us and
brought us out of the land of Egypt.
Now we are in Kadesh, a city on your
border, and we beg you to let us pass
through your country.

“We will not go through the fields or
the vineyards, and we will not drink the
water from your wells. We will go by
the king’s highway. We will not turn to
the right hand or to the left until we
have passed your borders.”

But the king of Edom answered:

“You shall not pass through for
we will come out against you with
swords.”

The children of Israel said to him: :

“We will go by the highway, and
if our cattle drink your water, then we
will pay for it.”

“You shall not pass through,” Edom
said again. And the Edomites came out
against the Israelites with many people
and refused to give the Israelites passage
through their country.

AARON DIES

So the children of Israel turned
away from Edom, and they came to
Mount Hor. And the Lord spoke to
Moses and Aaron on Mount Hor,
saying:

“Aaron shall be gathered to his
people. He shall snot enter the land
I have given to the children of Israel,
because you rebelled: against my word
at the water of Meribah. Take Aaron
and Eleazar his son and bring them
up Mount Hor. And take from Aaron

his priestly. robes, and put them on
Eleazar his son. Aaron shall be gath-
ered to his people and ‘shall die
there.”

Moses did as the Lord commanded.
They went up on to Mount Hor while
all the congregation looked on. And
Moses took from Aaron his priestly
robes and put them on Eleazar his son.
Aaron died there at the top of the
mountain, and Moses and Eleazar
came down from the mountain. And
all the congregation mourned for Aaron
thirty days.
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THE PEOPLE AGAIN REBEL

Now when the Israelites entered
Canaan, they were attacked and some
were taken prisoners. But later they
were victorious and overcame  their
attackers.

In order to go round the land of
Edom, the Israelites journeyed from
Mount Hor by way of the Red Sea.
The people were much discouraged by
the land and they spoke against the
Lord and against Moses, saying:

“Why have you brought us out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there
is no bread and no water, and we hate
the light bread we eat.”

And the Lord sent fierce serpents
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among the people to bite them. And
many of the people of Israel died.

So they came to Moses and said:

“We have sinned, for we have spoken
against the Lord and against you. Pray
to the Lord that he take the serpents
away from us.”

Moses prayed for the people, and
God said to him:

“Make a serpent of brass and put
it on a pole. And it shall be that every-
one who is bitten shall live if he looks
at it.”

So Moses made a serpent of brass
and put it on a pole. And it came
to pass that if a serpent had bitten any
man, when he looked at the serpent of
brass, he lived.

THE AMORITES ARE DEFEATED

The wanderings of the children of
Israel continued, west of Edom and
along by the western edge of the land
of the Moabites, until they reached the
country of the Amorites. They pitched
their tents in the plains of Moab, near
Jericho.

And they sent messengers to Sihon,
king of the Amorites, saying:

“Let us pass through your land. We
will not turn into the fields or into the
vineyards. We will not drink the water
of the wells. But we will go by the king’s
highway until we pass your borders.”

But Sihon would not let the people
pass through his country. He gathered

all his people together and went out into
the wilderness against Israel. He came
to Jahaz and fought against Israel.

The Israclites defeated the Amorites
and took all their land and dwelt in
their cities and villages.

Then they turned and went by way of
Bashan. And Og, the king of Bashan,
went out against them, he and all his
people.

And God said to Moses:

“Fear him not. For I have put him
in your hands, and all his people and
his land. And you shall do to him as
you did to Sihon, the king of the
Amorites.” So the Israelites killed Og,
the king of Bashan, and his sons and all
his people and possessed his land.
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BALAAM

AND THE

KING OF
MOAB

ALAK, the son of
Zippor, was king of
the Moabites at that

e time, and he feared
the children of Israel. For he knew of
all that they had done to the Amorites.
So he sent messengers to Balaam at
Pethor, in the north, saying:

“There is a people come out from
Egypt. They cover the whole land
and are close to my country. Come
therefore, I beg you, and curse this
people for me, so that I may conquer
them and drive them out of the land.
For I know that he whom you bless is
blessed, and he whom you curse is
cursed.”

The elders of Moab and the elders
of Midian came to Balaam with Ba-
lak’s message. And Balaam said to
them:

“Stay here this night, and L[ will
answer you tomorrow when the Lord
has spoken to me.”

The elders of Moab stayed with
Balaam. And God came to Balaam
and said:

“What men are these with you?”

“Balak the son of Zippor, king of
Moab, has sent them to me,” Balaam
answered, ““so that I may help him
to drive out a people come from
Egypt.”

And God said to Balaam:
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“You shall not go with them. You
shall not curse the people, for they are
blessed.”

Balaam rose up in the morning and
said to the messengers of Balak:

“Go back to your land. The Lord
refuses to let me go with you.”

And the elders of Moab rose and
went back to Balak and told him that
Balaam refused to come with them. So
Balak sent other messengers, a greater
number and more honourable than the
first. They came to Balaam and said to

“We bring a message from Balak
the son of Zippor: ‘Let nothing pre-
vent you from coming to me, I beg of
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you. For I will give you ve
. Ty great

honours. I will do whatever you tel%me.
I beg you then to come and curse this
people for me.’ >

Balaam .answered the servants of
BaIak., saymng: “If Balak were to give
me his house full of silver and gold,
I cannot go beyond the word of the
Lord, to do less or more. So I ask
%fou alscl)( to stay here this night, so that

may know what the Lord wij
further to me.” s

And God came to Balaam i
and said to him: Sk

‘If the men come to call you, rise up

and go with them. But vyo h
I shall tell you.” you shall do as
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BALAAM AND THE ANGEL

And Balaam rose up in the morning
and saddled his ass, and went with the
princes of Moab. And God was angry
because he went. So the angel of the
Lord stood in the way to oppose
him.

Now Balaam was riding upon his
ass, and his two servants were with
him, and the ass saw the angel of the
Lord standing in the way with his
sword drawn in his hand. So the ass
turned aside out of the way and went
into the field.

Balaam beat the ass, to turn her back
on to the path. But the angel of the
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Lord stood in a path of the vineyards,
a wall being on both sides. When
the ass saw the angel of the Lord,
she pushed herself against a wall
and’ crushed Balaam’s foot against
the wall. So Balaam beat the ass
again.

The angel of the Lord went further
and stood in a narrow place where
there was no way to turn either to the
right or to the left. And when the ass
saw the angel of the Lord, she fell
down under Balaam. Balaam was still
more angry, and he beat the ass with
a staff.

Then the Lord opened the mouth
of the ass, and she said to Balaam:

“What have I done to you that you
have beaten me these three times?”’

Balaam said to the ass:

“Because you have mocked me. I
wish there were a sword in my hand,
for now I would kill you.”

Then the ass said to Balaam: “Am
I not your ass, upon which you have
ridden ever since I became yours? Have
I ever treated you so before?”

“No,” said Balaam. So God opened
Balaam’s eyes and he saw the angel
of the Lord standing in the way, with
his sword drawn in his hand. And he
bowed his head and fell flat on his face.
And the angel of the Lord said to
him:

“Why have you beaten your ass
these three times? I went out to oppose
you because your way is against me.
The ass saw. me and turned from me
these three times. If she had not turned
from me, I would surely have killed
you, and saved her life.”

Balaam said to the angel of the
Lord:

“I have sinned, for I did not know
that you were standing in the way
against me. So now, if it displeases you,
I will not go on.”

But the angel of the Lord said to
Balaam:

“Go with the men, but you shall
speak only the words that I tell you.”
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BALAAM IS BROUGHT
TO BALAK

So Balaam went with the princes of
Balak. And when Balak heard that
Balaam had come, he went out to meet
him in a city on the farthest border of
Moab, and he said to Balaam:

“Did I not urgently send for you?
Why did you not come to me? Am I
not able to give you great honours?”

And Balaam answered:

“You see that I have come to you,
but have I now power at all to say any-
thing? I shall speak the words that
God puts into my mouth.” i

The next day, Balak brought Balaam
up into the high places, so that he could
see all the camps of the people of Israel.
Then Balaam said to Balak:

“Build here seven altars and prepare
seven oxen and seven rams.”

Balak did as Balaam said, and
together they offered on every altar a
bullock and a ram. Then Balaam said
to Balak:

“Stand by your burnt offering and
I will go and see whether the Lord will
come to me. Whatever he commands
me, I will tell you.”

Balaam went to the top of a hill, and
God met him and said to him:

“Return to Balak, and you shall
speak the words I give you.”

Balaam returned to Balak, who was
standing by the burnt sacrifice with
all the princes of Moab, and Balaam
spoke. But the words that he spoke
were blessings upon Israel, and not
curses.

Three times the sacrifices were
offered, and each time the words God
gave to Balaam were words of blessing:

“How goodly are your tents, O Jacob,
And your tabernacles, O Israel!
As the valleys they are spread forth,
As the gardens by the river’s side,
As the sweet aloe trees

which the Lord has planted,
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And as the cedar trees beside the waters.
God brought you forth out of Egypt,
He shall eat up the nations your enemies,
And shall break their bones.
And pierce them through
with his arrows.
Blessed is he who blesses you,
And cursed is he who curses you.

Then Balak was very angry with
Balaam, and he said:

“I called you to curse my enemies,
but now you have blessed them these
three times. Flee then to your own
country: I thought I was to give you

great honour, but the Lord has kept you
back from honour.”

Balaam answered:

“Did I not say to the messengers
you sent to me, ‘If Balak were to give
me his house full of silver and gold, I
cannot go beyond the commandment
of the Lord, to do either good or bad;
but I will speak as the Lord tells me?
And now I go back to my people, but
before I go I will tell you what this
nation shall do to your nation in time
to come.”

And Balaam made this prophecy:
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“There shall come a star out of Jacob,
And a sceptre shall rise out of Israel,
And shall strike the land of Moab,
And destroy all the children of
Sheth.
Edom shall be conquered,
And Israel shall do valiantly.
Out of Jacob shall come a man
of great power,
And he shall destroy all that remains
of the city.”

'Then Balaam rose and returned to
his own country, and Balak also went
his way.




MOSES’
LAST WORDS
TO HIS
PEOPLE

HE forty years of

wandering were com-
~ ing to an end and

Moses spoke to the
people of Israel, saying:

“Now these are the commandments,
the statutes, and the judgments which
the Lord your God commanded me to
teach you, so that you might do them
in the land which you go to possess.
Hear, therefore, O Israel, and be sure
to do it, that all may be well with you
and that you may increase mightily, as
the Lord God of your fathers promised
you, in the land flowing with milk and
honey.

“The Lord our God is one Lord, and
you shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your might.

“And these words which I command
you this day shall be in your heart, and
you shall teach them carefully to your
children. You shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, and when you
walk along the road, and when you lie
down, and when you rise up.

“You shall bind them as a sign on
your hand, and they shall be as front-
lets between your eyes. And you shall
write them upon the posts of your
house, and on your gates.

“You shall fear the Lord your God,
and serve him, and shall swear by
his name. You shall not go after other
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gods, the gods of the people who are
round about you, lest the anger of the
Lord your God be kindled against you
and destroy you from the face of the
earth.

“And it shall come to pass when
your son asks you in time to come,
‘What do the testimonies and the stat-
utes and the judgments mean?’ that
you shall say to
your son, ‘We
were Pharaoh’s
servants in
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Egypt, and the Lord brought us out
of Egypt with a mighty hand, and the
Lord showed signs and wonders, great
and grievous, against Egypt, against
Pharaoh, and against all his household,
before our eyes.

“‘And he brought us out from
there that he might bring us into and
give us the land which he promised to

our fathers. And the Lord
commanded us to obey all
these statutes: to fear the

Lord our God, for our

DEUTERONOMY 6, 8

good always, that he might preserve
us alive as it is this day. And it shall be
our righteousness if we observe all these
commandments before the Lord our
God, as he has commanded us.’

“All these commandments I have
given you, so that you may live, and
multiply, and go in to possess the
land which the Lord promised to your
fathers. And you shall remember all
the way which the Lord your God led
you for these forty years in the wilder-
ness, to humble you and to test you,
to know what was in your hearts,
whether you would keep his command-
ments or not. And he humbled you,
and caused you to go hungry, and fed
you with manna, which neither you
nor your fathers had ever seen before,
so that he might make you know that
man does not live by bread only, but by
every word that comes from the mouth
of God. :

“You shall also remember that as a
father punishes his son, so the Lord
your God punishes you. Therefore you
shall keep the commandments of the
Lord your God, to walk in his ways and
to stand in awe of him. -

“For the Lord your God is bring-
ing you to a good land, a land of
brooks and water, of fountains and
wells that spring out of valleys and
hills; a land of wheat and barley, of
vines, fig trees and pomegranates; a
land of oil-olives and honey; a land
where you shall have plenty of bread
to eat, where you shall not lack any
thing; a land whose stones are iron
and out of whose hills you may dig
brass.

“When you have eaten and are full,
then you shall bless the Lord your God,
and give him thanks for the good land
he has given you.

“Beware that you forget not the
Lord your God; that you keep his com-
mandments, his judgments and his laws
which I have given you.
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DeuTERONOMY 8, 9, 11, 28

“Take care that when you have
eaten and are full, and have built fine
houses to live in, and when your herds
and flocks multiply, and your silver
and gold and all that you have has
increased, that you do not become
proud and forget the Lord your God
who brought you forth out of the
land of Egypt, from the house of slav-
ery; who led you through that great
and terrible wilderness, where t'here
were fierce serpents, and scorpions,
and drought, and not a drop of
water. Do_not forget the Lord who
brought you water out of the rock of
flint, who fed you in the wilderness
with manna so that he might humble
you and test you. Take care that you
do not say in your hearts, ‘My power
and the strength of my hand have got
me these riches.’

“But you shall remember the Lord
your God, for it is he who makes you
able to get riches, so that he may keep
the promise which he made to your
fathers, as he does today.

“And it shall be, if you ever for-
get the Lord your God, and follow
other gods and worship them, you
shall indeed perish. You shall perish
as the nations which the Lord has
destroyed before your eyes, because you
would not obey the voice of the Lord
your God.”

THE LORD IS GOING
BEFORE YOU

And Moses continued, saying:

“Hear, O Israel: You are to pass
over Jordan, to go in to possess na-
tions greater and stronger than you.
Understand therefore that the Lord
your God is going over before, that
he shall destroy them as a raging fire,
and he shall bring them down before
you. So you shall drive them out and
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destroy them quickly, as the Lord has
said.

“Do not say in your heart, after
the Lord your God has driven them
before you, ‘It is because of my own
goodness that the Lord has brought
me to possess this land.” It is be-
cause of the wickedness of these
nations that the Lord is driving them
out before you. It is not because of
your own goodness, or the upright-

“Blessed you shall be in the city,

and blessed shall you be in the field.
Blessed shall be the fiuit of your body,

and the fruit of your ground,

and the fiuit of your cattle,

and the flocks of your sheep.
Blessed you shall be when you come in

and blessed shall you be when you g0 out.

“But it shall come to pass, if you
will not listen to the voice of the Lord
your God and observe and do all his

ness of your heart, but because of their
wickedness, and so that the Lord your
God may keep the promise which he
made to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.

“Therefore, as I have said, you shall
keep these words of mine in your heart
and in your soul, and you shall teach
them to your children, speaking _of them
at all times: when you are in your
houses, and when you are making a
journey, when you lie down to sleep, and
when you rise in the morning. You shall
write them on the doorways of your
houses and on your gates, so that you
may live long, and so that your qhildren
may live long, in the land which the
Lord promised your fathers.

“And it shall come to pass, if you
listen diligently to the voice of the Lord
your God and observe and do all his
commandments, that the Lord your
God will set you on high above all the
nations of the earth. And all these
blessings shall come to you, if you
listen to the voice of the Lord your
God.

commandments, that all these curses
shall come upon you:

“Cursed you shall be in the city,

and cursed shall you be in the field.
Cursed shall be the fruit of your body,

and the fruit of your land,

and the flocks of your sheep.
Cursed you shall be when you come in;

and cursed shall you be when you go out.

“The Lord shall strike you with a
burning fever, and with the sword and
with mildew, and these shall plague you
until you perish. The Lord shall make
the rain of your land powder and dust.
From heaven it shall come down upon
you until you are destroyed.

“The Lord shall bring a nation
against you from afar, from the end of
the earth, as swift as the eagle flies, a
nation whose tongue you shall not
understand, a nation of fierce appear-
ance which shall show no favour to
the old or young. It shall besiege you
at all your gates, until your high walls
which you trusted come down. And it
shall besiege you throughout all the
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land which the Lord your God has
given you.

“If you will not do all the words of
this law that are written in this book,
the Lord shall scatter you among all
people, from one end of the earth to the
other. And there you shall serve other
gods which neither you nor your fathers
have known, gods of wood and stone.
And among these nations you shall find
no ease, nor shall the sole of your foot
have rest, but the Lord shall give you
there a trembling heart, and failing of
eyes and sorrow of mind.

“Your life shall hang in doubt before
you and you shall fear day and night
and shall have no assurance for your
life. In the morning you shall say,
‘Would to God it were evening!’
And at evening you shall say, ‘Would
to God it were morning!” And the
Lord shall bring you back into Egypt
in ships, and there you shall be offered
for sale as slaves, but no man shall buy
you.

“And it shall come to pass when all
these things have happened to you,
the blessing and the curse, you shall
return to the Lord your God and shall
obey his voice according to all that I
command you this day, you and your
children with all your heart and with
all your soul. Then the Lord your God
will have compassion upon you and
will return and gather you from all
nations where he has scattered you.
And the Lord will bring you into the
land which your fathers possessed, and
you shall possess it. And he will do you
good and multiply you more than your
fathers.

“See, I have set before you this day
life and good, and death and evil. I call
heaven and earth to record this day
against you, that I have set before you
life and death, blessing and cursing.
Therefore choose life so both you and
your offspring may live and love the
Lord your God.”
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BTIE DEATH
OF MOSES

ND Moses went and
spoke these words to
all Israel. Then he
said to them:

“I am a hundred and twenty years
old this day. I can no longer go out and
come in. Also the Lord has said to me,
“You shall not go over the Jordan.’
Joshua, he shall go over before you, as
the Lord has said.”

And Moses called Joshua and said to
him in the sight of all Israel:

“Be strong and of good courage.
For you must go with this people into
the land which the Lord has promised
their fathers. And you shall cause them
to inherit it.” |

Then God said to Moses:

“Behold, you shall sleep with your
fathers, and this people will rise up
and will forsake me and break the
agreement which 1 have made with
them. Take down therefore this song
and teach it to the people of Israel
that they may learn it by heart. It
shall be a witness for me against them.
Then I will hide my face from them,
when they have turned to other gods.
Many evils and troubles shall plague
them.”

So Moses spoke in the ears of all the

congregation of Israel the words of

this song:
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“Give ear, O you heavens, and I will speak;
and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.
My doctrine shall drop as the rain,
my speech shall distill as the dew,
as the small rain upon the tender herb,
and as the showers upon the grass.
For I will proclaim the name of the Lord.
He is the Rock, his work is perfect,
for all his ways are just.
A God of truth and without iniquity,
Jjust and right is he.
Remember the days of old,
consider the years of many generations.
Ask your father and he will show you,
your elders, and they will tell you.

For the Lord’s portion is his people,
Jacob is his inheritance.

He found him in a desert land,

and in the waste of the howling wilderness.

He led him about, he instructed him,
he kept him as the apple of his eye.

As an eagle stirs up her nest,
flutters over her young,
spreads out her wings, takes them,
carries them on her wings.

So the Lord alone did lead him,

and there was no strange god with him.

He made him ride on the high places
of the earth, that he might eat
the increase of the fields,

and he made him suck honey out of the rock,
and oil out of the flinty rock.
Of the Rock that begot you
you are unmindful,
and have forgotten God who formed you.
The Lord saw it, and spurned them,
because of the provocation
of his children.
And he said, I will hide my face from them,
I will see what their end shall be. i
For they are a very wayward generation,
children in whom there is no faith.
For they are a nation void of counsel,
nor is there any understanding in them.
O that they were wise and understood this,
and would see their ending!”
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And after Moses came and spoke all
the words of this song in the ears of the
people, God spoke to him, the same
day, saying:

“Go up on to Mount Nebo, in
the land of Moab near Jericho. And
look at the land of Canaan which I
am giving to the children of Israel.
And die on the mount and be gathered
to your people, as Aaron your brother
died on Mount Hor and was gathered
to his people. You shall see the land
before you, but you shall not go into
this land which I have promised to the
children of Israel.”

So Moses went up from the plains
of Moab into the mountain of Nebo,
to the peak of Pisgah, by Jericho.
And the Lord showed him all the land
he was giving to each of the tribes of
Isracl. And the Lord spoke to him,
saying:

“This is the land which I prom-
ised to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, saying I would give it to their
children. I have allowed you to see it
with your own eyes, but you shall not
go over there.”

So Moses the servant of the Lord
died there in the land of Moab, accord-
ing to the word of the Lord. He was
buried in a valley in the land of Moab,
near Bethpeor, but no man knows to
this day where his grave lies.

And Moses was a hundred and
twenty years old when he died. But his
eye was not dimmed, and his strength
had not failed him.

The children of Israel wept for Moses
in the plains of Moab for thirty days.
Then the days of weeping and mourning
for Moses were over.

And Joshua, the son of Nun, was
full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses
had laid his hands on him and blessed
him. And the children of Israel lis-
tened to him and did as the Lord
commanded.

Never again in Israel was there a
prophet like Moses, whom the Lord
knew face to face, and who did all the
signs and wonders which the Lord
sent him ta do to Pharaoh in the land
of Egypt. Such was the wondrous power
which Moses showed in the sight of all
Israel.
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THE
INVASION
OF
CANAAN

FTER the death of
Moses, the Lord put
Joshua in command

: of the children of
Israel. “Be strong and full of courage,”
said the Lord. “Do not be afraid,
and do not be dismayed; for the Lord
your God is with you wherever you
go.”

Joshua commanded the officers of
the people: “Go among the people and
tell them to prepare food, for within
three days we shall cross the River
Jordan to enter the land which the
Lord has given us.”

He said this to all the people and
they agreed to obey him as they had
obeyed Moses.

JOSHUA SENDS SPIES

Joshua sent two men to spy on Jer-
icho. They went there and came to the
house of a woman named Rahab and
took a room there.

But the king of Jericho was warned
of their arrival and sent word to
Rahab: “Bring out the men who
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came to you and are now in your
house, for they have come to spy in our
country.”

But the woman took the two men
and hid them, and when questioned,
she replied: “There were two men who
came here, but I did not know where
they had come from. And the men left
about the time it was getting dark.
Where they were going T do not know,
but if you pursue them quickly you will
overtake them.”

The woman had taken the spies up

on to the roof of her house and had
hidden them under stalks of flax which
she had laid out on the roof,

And the men searched for them all
the way to the River Jordan.

Before the men on the roof had
lain down for the night Rahab came
up to them and said: “I know that
the Lord has given you this land, and
that all its inhabitants are afraid of
you. For we have heard how the Lord
dried up the waters of the Red Sea
for you when you came out of Egypt,

and as soon as we heard that, our
hearts melted, and not a man had any
courage left, all because of you. For
the Lord your God is God in heaven
above and in the earth beneath. There-
fore I pray you, swear to me by the
Lord, that since I have shown you
kindness you will show kindness to
me and my family. Promise to save the
lives of my father and my mother and
my brothers and sisters, and all their
possessions, and make sure that we are
not killed.”
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THE SPIES MAKE
A PROMISE

The men said: “We will save your
lives in exchange for our own, on the
condition that you do not utter a
word about us to the king. And
when the Lord has given us this land,
we will deal kindly and honestly with
you.”

Rahab’s house was built upon the
town wall, so she tied a rope to the
parapet and the men climbed down it.
As they went she said: “Go to the
mountains and hide there for three
days until your pursuers have come
back here; and after that you may go
on your way.”

FaR s -

And the men said: “We shall keep
this oath which you have made us
swear. When the children of Israel
come into the land, you must tie a piece
of scarlet cord in the window, and
bring your father and mother and
your brothers and all your father’s
household into your house. Then if
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anyone goes out from your house into
the street, whatever happens to him
will be his own fault, and we shall not
be guilty; but we will be responsible
for whomsoever stays with you in the
house, and we will see that no one
touches him. But if you say a word
about our business here, then we will
not keep our promise.”

“It shall be just as you say,” she said.
Then she sent them away, and after
they had left she tied the piece of scarlet
cord in the window.

The two men went into the moun-
tains and stayed there for three days
while the pursuers searched unsuccess-
fully for them, and finally gave up the
hunt and went back to the city.

Then the two men came back down
the mountain and crossed the river and
came back to Joshua. They told him
all the things that had happened to
them. And they said to Joshua: “Truly
the Lord has delivered all the country
into our hands, for all the people of
Jericho faint with fear of us.”
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- THE FALL OF
JERICHO

ERICHO, that great

city, was tightly shut

up, because of the

children of Israel; no
one went out of the city, and no one
came in.

Then the Lord told Joshua how he
and the children of Israel could cap-
ture the city. Joshua called the priests
and the people and gave them their
orders.

To the priests he said: “Take up
the ark of the covenant and let seven
priests carrying seven trumpets of rams’
horns march before the ark of the
Lord.” And to the people he said:
“Surround the city, and let those that
are armed march before the ark of the
Lord.”

When Joshua had spoken to the
people, the seven priests bearing seven
trumpets of rams’ horns went forward
before the ark of the Lord and blew
on their trumpets. The armed men
went before the priests and the rear
guard followed after the ark of the
Lord.

Joshua had commanded the people:
“You shall not shout nor make any
noise nor shall any word come out
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of your mouths until the day when I
bid you shout. Then you shall shout.”

So the ark of the Lord circled the
city, going about it once. Then every-
one came back to the camp and stayed

 there.

Next day Joshua rose early in the
morning, and the priests took up the
ark of the Lord. Again seven priests,
bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns,
went steadily ahead, blowing on their
trumpets. The armed guard went before
them, and the rear guard came after the
ark of the Lord.

The second day they circled the city
once and returned to the camp. This
they did for six days.

On the seventh day they rose
early, at the dawning of the day, and
circled the city in the same way seven
times.

At the seventh time, while the priests
blew on their trumpets, Joshua said to
the people: “Shout, for the Lord has
given you the city. And the city and
everyone in it shall be accursed, except
for Rahab, who shall live, she and all
that are with her in the house, because
she hid the messengers that we sent.”

So the people shouted while the
priests blew on their trumpets. When
the people heard the sound of the
trumpet and shouted with a great shout,
the wall of Jericho fell down flat. The
people of Israel went into the city,
each man walking straight ahead, and
they took the city and put all its in-
habitants to the sword.




RAHAB IS SPARED

But Joshua had said to the two men
who had spied for him: “Go into
Rahab’s house and bring out the
woman and all her family, as you
promised her.”

And the young men who had served
as spies went in and brought out Rahab
and her father and her mother and
her brothers and all their possessions.
They brought out all her family and
left them outside the city at the camp
of the Israelites.

Then they burned the city and all
that was in it, except for the silver and
gold and the vessels of brass and iron,
which they put into the treasury of the
house of the Lord.

And Joshua saved Rahab’s life and
her father’s household and all that
she had, and she went to live in Israel.
He did this because she had hidden the
messengers he had sent to spy on the
city of Jericho.
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JOSHUA
AND THE
HIVITES

ND God said to
Joshua: “Fear not,
and be not dismayed.
Take all the people
of war with you and go up to the city
of Ai. I have given to you the king of
Ai and his people and his city and his
land, and you shall do to Ai and her
king as you did to Jericho and her
king.”

So Joshua did as the Lord had told
him. He ambushed the city of Ai and
destroyed it utterly. And the possessions
and the cattle of the people of Ai were
given as booty to the children of
Israel.

All the cities of Jordan were afraid
of Joshua when they heard what had
happened to Jericho and Ai. And they
gathered themselves together with one
accord to fight with Joshua and Israel.

The people of Gibeon, who were
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rich and wily, wanted to make a treaty
with him. They sent messengers, dressed
in tattered clothing, with mouldy bread
in their packs and with patched and
leaking wineskins. These messengers

came to Joshua in his camp at Gilgal,

saying that they had come from a far
country.

And Joshua said: “Who are you?
And where do you come from?”

The men of Gibeon answered: “We
have come from a very distant country.
This bread of ours was taken hot and
fresh from the oven when we started
out, and now, behold, it is dry and
mouldy. These skins which we filled
with wine were then new, and, behold,
they are split. And our garments and
shoes have become old because of the
length of our journey.”

The men of Israel looked at the food
and the wineskins and the clothes and
did not ask counsel from the mouth of
the Lord. Joshua drew up a peace treaty
and swore a solemn oath that the
Israelites would keep it.

But three days later they learned
that these were their neighbours, the
Hivites. The children of Israel reached
the rich city of Gibeon, but they could
not fight, because of the solemn peace
treaty.

Then Joshua sent for the Hivites
and asked: “Why have you cheated
us, saying you live very far from us,
when you dwell among us? Now you
are cursed, and none of you shall be
freed from being bondsmen and hewers
of wood and drawers of water for the
house of God.”

And the people of Gibeon said: “We
were told that the Lord your God com-
manded his servant Moses to give you
all the land and to destroy all the
inhabitants of the land. Therefore we
were afraid of our lives, because of you,
and that is why we did this thing. But
now we are in your hands and we shall
do as you say.”
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THE SUN AND MOON
- OBEY JOSHUA

When the king of Jerusalem heard
that Joshua had made peace with the
Hivites he was afraid, because Gibeon
was a rich and royal city and its men
were famous for their might. So he
conspired with four other kings and
they set forth to lay siege to Gibeon.

The Gibeonites sent a message to
Joshua, who was in his camp at Gilgal,
saying: “Come quickly and save us,
for all the kings of the Amorites that
dwell in the mountains have joined
together against us.”

And God said unto Joshua: “Fear
them not, for I have delivered them into
your hands. Not a man of them shall
stand before thee.”

So Joshua and his army left Gilgal
and took the Amorites by surprise and
killed many of them and put the others
to flight. As they fled, the Lord cast
hailstones from heaven upon them, and
more Amorites died from these hail-
stones than were killed by the children
of Israel.

Then Joshua spoke: “Sun, stand still
above Gibeon, and moon, stay above
the valley of Ajalon.”

And the sun stood still and the moon
stayed, until the Israelites had avenged
themselves upon their enemies. And
never before had there been a day like
this, when the Lord obeyed the voice
of a man; for the Lord fought for
Israel.

So Joshua struck all the country of
the hills and of the vale and of the
springs, and all their kings. He left none
remaining, but utterly destroyed all that
breathed, as the Lord God of Israel
commanded. All these kings and their
land did Joshua take, because the Lord
God of Israel fought for Israel.

Joshua made war a long time. There
was not a city that made peace with the
children of Israel, except the Hivites,
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the inhabitants of Gibeon. All others
they took in battle. So Joshua took
the whole land, according to all that
the Lord said to Moses, and Joshua
gave it for an inheritance to Israel,
according to their division by tribes.
And the land rested from war.

THE AGED JOSHUA SPEAKS
TO THE PEOPLE

And it came to pass, a long time
after the Lord had given Israel rest
from all their enemies round about,
that Joshua waxed old and stricken in
age.

gSo he called for all Israel, and for
their elders, and for their heads, and
for their judges, and for their officers,
and said to them:

“I am old and stricken in age. And
you have seen all that the Lord your

Geod has done to these nations because
of you. Behold, I have divided among
you by lot these nations that remain, to
be an inheritance for your tribes. And
the Lord your God, he shall expel them
from before you and drive them from
out of your sight, and you shall possess
their }and, as the Lord your God has
promised you.

“Be you therefore very courageous
and do all that is written in the book of
tl}e law of Moses, and turn not aside
cither to the right or the left. Of these
nations that remain among you, neither
make mention of the name of their
g0ds nor swear by them nor serve
them nor bow down to them. Take
care that you love the Lord your God.
Othe_rmse, if you do associate with the
survivors of these nations, know for a
certainty that the Lord will no longer
drive out any nations from before you,
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but they shall be snares and traps to
you, and scourges in your sides, and
thorns In your eyes; until you perish
fr‘om this good land which the Lord has
given you.

“And, behold, this day I am goin
to die. And you know ig your hgeart%
and n your souls that not one thing
has failed of all the good things which
the Lord your God spoke concerning
you. All have come to pass, and not one
thing has failed.”

So Joshua let the people depart,
every man to his inheritance. And it
came to pass after these things that
Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant of
the Lord, died, being a hundred and
ten years old. And they buried him in
thp borders of his mheritance, in
Timnath-serah which is on the mount

of Ephraim, on the north sid
hill of Gaash. il




THE SLAYING
85
SISERA

ECAUSE the chil-
dren of Israel did
evil in the sight of

: the Lord, the Lord
made them the captives of Jabin, king
of Canaan. Jabin’s army was com-
manded by a great captain called Si-
sera. He had nine hundred chariots,
and for twenty years he oppressed the
children of Israel.

One of the judges in Israel was a
woman called Deborah, and she sent
for a man called Barak and said: “Go
to Mount Tabor with ten thousand
men and I will deliver Sisera with all
his soldiers and his chariots into your
hands.”

Barak said: “I will go if you accom-
pany me, but not otherwise.”

So Deborah agreed to go with him,
but she warned him that he would gain
no honour from the expedition, for the
Lord would sell Sisera into the hands
of a woman.

The armies of Barak and Sisera met
on the slopes of Mount Tabor and the
Lord defeated Sisera and his chariots,
and Barak slew all his men. Sisera
himself alighted from his chariot and
fled on foot. When he reached Ke-
desh he stopped at the tent of Heber
the Kenite, who was one of his king’s
allies. Heber’s wife, Jael, came out to
meet him, saying: “Come in, do not be
afraid.”
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Sisera went into the tent, and Jael
made him lie down and covered him
with a cloak.

He said: “I am thirsty, give me some
water to drink.”

She gave him milk to quench his
thirst and made him comfortable. He
said: “Stand in the door of the tent,
and if anybody comes and asks any
questions, say that there is nobody
here.” Then Sisera fell asleep, for he
was very tired, and while he slept Jael
killed him.

Presently Barak appeared in pursuit
of Sisera, and Jael went up to him and
said: “Come and I will show you the
man for whom you are looking.”

So the children of Israel conquered
Jabin, king of Canaan, and the land
was at peace for forty years.

SONG OF REJOICING

Then Deborah and Barak the son
of Abinoam sang on that day these
words:

Praise ye the Lord

for the avenging of Israel,
When the people willingly offered themselves.
Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes.
1, even I, will sing unto the Lord;
I will sing praise to the Lord God of Israel.
Lord, when thou wentest out of Seir,
When thou marchedst

out of the field of Edom,
The earth trembled, and the heavens dropped,
The clouds also dropped water.
The mountains melted from before the Lord,
Even that Sinai

from before the Lord God of Israel.
Blessed above women shall Jael

the wife of Heber the Kenite be;
Blessed shall she be above women in the tent.
He asked water, and she gave him milk.
She brought forth butter in a lordly dish.
She put her hand to the nail,
And her right hand to the workman’s hammer,
And with the hammer she smote Sisera,

she smote off his head,
When she had pierced

and stricken through his temples
At her feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down.
Where he bowed, there he fell down dead.
So let all your enemies perish, O Lord.




GIDEON
AND THE
MIDIANITES

. N time the children
== of Israel went back
il . to their evil ways.
R L )) Because of this the
Lord delivered them into the power
of the Midianites for seven years. The
Midianites ravaged the land, and the
children of Israel were obliged to live
in dens in the mountains and in caves
and fortified places.

When the seven years were up, an
angel of the Lord came and sat under
an oak in Ophrah which belonged to
Joash the Abiezerite. His son Gideon
was threshing wheat to hide from the
Midianites.

AN ANGEL APPEARS
TO GIDEON

The angel of the Lord appeared to
Gideon and said to him: “The Lord is
with you, you mighty man of valour.”

Gideon said to him: “O my Lord,
if the Lord is with us, why has all this
happened to us? Where are all his
miracles, of which our fathers told us?
Did not the Lord bring us up from
Egypt? The Lord has forsaken us
now, and has given us up to the Mid-
ianites.”

The angel looked at him and said:
“Go out in your strength and you
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shall save Israel from the Midianites.
Have I not sent you?”

“If I have found favour in your
sight,” Gideon said to him, “show me
a sign that it it is you who are talking
with me. Stay here until I come back
and bring a present and set it before
you.”

“I will wait here until you come
again,” the angel said.

So Gideon went in and prepared a
young goat and some unleavened cakes.
The meat he put in a basket and he put
the broth in a pot and brought it out
to the angel and presented it.

The angel of God said to him: “Take
the meat and the unleavened cakes and
lay them upon this rock and pour out
the broth.”

” JUDGES 6
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Gideon did as he was commanded.

Then the angel of the Lord stretched
out the end of the staff that was in his
hand and touched the meat and the
unleavened cakes, and fire rose up
out of the rock and consumed the meat
and the unleavened cakes. And the
angel of the Lord disappeared from
sight.

When Gideon saw that this was
indeed an angel of the Lord, he said:
“Alas! O Lord God! I am frightened
because I have seen an angel of the Lord
God face to face.”

But God said to him: “Be at peace;
do not be afraid, you shall not die.”

Then Gideon built an altar to the
Lord and called it Yahweh-Shalom,
which means “The Lord is Peace”.

“
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GOD ADDRESSES GIDEON

That same night God spoke to
him again and said: “Take a seven-
year-old bull from your father’s herd,
and go to the altar which your father
has set up to Baal. Throw down the
altar and cut down the grove of trees
that is by it. Then build an altar to
the Lord God on the top of the rock,
and kindle a fire from the wood of the
grove, and sacrifice the bull to the
Lord.”

So Gideon took ten of his servants
and did as the Lord had commanded
him to do. He dared not do it in the
daytime, for fear of the villagers and
the rest of his father’s household, so he
did it under cover of night.

The next morning the villagers saw
what had happened. When they dis-
covered that Gideon was responsible
for the pulling down of Baal’s altar,
they went to Joash and said: “Bring
out your son, for he must die.”

But Joash defended Gideon and said:
“Do you have to plead for Baal, who
is a god? If any of you dare to, let him
be put to death at once. Let Baal speak
for himself.”

Then the Midianites and the Amale-
kites banded together and camped in
the valley of Jezreel, but the spirit of
the Lord came upon Gideon and he
blew a trumpet and all the men flocked
to his side.

Gideon spoke to the Lord saying:
“If you will save Israel by my hand,
give me a token. Behold, I shall put
a fleece of wool on the floor and if
the dew is on the fleece only and all the
earth beside it is dry, I shall know that
you mean me to save Israel.”

The next morning he rose early and
wrung a bowlful of water out of the
fleece.

But still he doubted and said: “Do
not be angry with me, but grant me
one more sign. Let the fleece be dry
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and upon all the ground let there be
dew.” And the Lord did so that night;
for only the fleece was dry, and there
was dew on all the ground.

GIDEON PICKS HIS MEN

Then Gideon assembled an army of
the men of Israel behind him. They
pitched their tents beside the well of
Harod, so that the ranks of the
Midianites were off to the north of
them by the hill of Moreh, in the
valley.

And God said to Gideon: *“The
people with you are too many for me
to give them a victory over the Midi-
anites, for then Israel might boast of its
own power, saying, ‘Our own hands
have saved us.” Go to the people, there-
fore, and tell everyone who is fearful
and afraid, to go back, and leave Mount
Gilead.”

Twenty-two thousand of the people
returned, and ten thousand stayed.

Then God spoke to Gideon, saying:
“There are still too many people. Bring
them down to the water, and I will test
them for you. If I say, ‘This one shall
go with you,” he shall go with you, and
if I say, ‘This one shall not go with you,’
he shall not go.”

So Gideon brought the people down
to the water, and God said to Gideon:
“Set apart those who lap the water with
their tongues, as a dog laps, and those
who kneel down to drink.”

The number of those who lapped,
putting their hands to their mouths, was
three hundred men. All the rest of the
people bowed down upon their knees to
drink the water.

Then God said to Gideon: “By
the three hundred men who lapped, I
will save you and will deliver the Mid-
ianites into your hands. Let all the other
people go to their homes.”

So the chosen people took food in
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their hands, and their trumpets, and
Gideon sent all the rest of the Israelites
to their tents and kept only those three
hundred men. And the army of Midian
was beneath, in the valley.

THEY SPY ON THE MIDIANITES

The same night God spoke to Gid-
eon, saying:

“Arise, go down to the camp, for I
have given it into your hands. But
if you are afraid to go down, take
your servant Phurah down with you
to the camp. You will hear what the
Midianites are saying, and afterward
your hands will be strengthened for the
battle.”

Gideon went down with Phurah to
the outermost of the armed men that

. were in the ¢

amp. There the Midi‘fmites
and the Amalekites and all the children
of the east lay along the valley, hksi
grasshoppers in their numbers, an
their camels were coqrétless, as many as
s by the seasiae.
the\s;grcll Giﬂeon came near, a man was
telling a dream to his companion, and
id: _
he“sla have dreamed a dream, and in
it a cake of barley .bread tumbled
into the camp of Midian. It came to
a tent and struck it so that the tent
fell and overturned, and lay upon the

round.” o
1 His companion answered and said:

“This is nothing else than the sword

of Gideon, the son of Joash, a man of

Israel. For God is giving him a victory
over Midian and all the army.

a
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When Gideon heard the telling of
the dream and the interpretation of it,
he worshipped God. Then he.retu}:neq to
the army of Israel and said: ‘‘Arise,
for the Lord has given into your hands

of Midian.”

thel—ltmgvided the three hundred men
into three companies, a?d he put 3
trumpet into every man’s he_md,.an

gave them empty pitchers with lights
insi m.
ms‘l‘%sggl me and do likewise,” he
said to them. “And see that when I
come to the outskirts of the camp, you
do whatever 1 do. When I and those
who are with me blow on ouf trumpets,
then you blow on your trumpets 'coa(i
on every side of the whole camp, an ;

shout: ‘The sword of the Lord and 0

Gideon!”
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THE ISRAELITES ATTACK

So Gideon and the hundred men
who were with him came to the out-
skirts of the camp in the beginning of
the middle watch, when a new watch
had just been posted. Then they blew
on their trumpets and broke the pitch-
ers that they held in their hands. And
the three companies all blew on their
trumpets and broke the pitchers and
held the lights in their left hands and
the trumpets in their right hands.
And they cried: “The sword of the
Lord and of Gideon!”

They stood, every man in his place,
round about the camp, and all the
army of Midian awoke and cried out.

The three hundred blew on their
trumpets and through the whole army
of the Midianites the Lord made men
turn their swords against one another,
and they fled in confusion. The men
of Israel pursued them beyond Jordan,
killing their leaders Oreb and Zeeb.

Then the men of Israel said to Gid-
eon: “Be our ruler, you and your
son and your son’s son, for you have
delivered us from the hand of Midian.”

But Gideon said: “I will not rule
over you, neither shall my son rule
over you. The Lord shall rule over
you. But I have one request to make
of you. Will you all give me the gold
earrings that you took from your
prey?”’

For the Midianites were Ishmaelites
and wore gold rings in their ears.

The men of Israel said: “We give
them willingly.”

They spread a cloak on the ground
and every man cast in the earrings that
he had taken from his victims. The
weight of the earrings amounted to
seventeen hundred shekels of gold, and
there were also ornaments and collars
and purple raiment from the kings
of Midian, and the chains which had
been round their camels’ necks. And
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Gideon took all these and put them in
his city of Ophrah.

Thus was Midian utterly conquered
by the children of Israel, and the
country lived in peace for forty years,
during the life of Gideon.




JOTHAM
AND
ABIMELECH

IDEON’S wives
were many, and
when he died he left
seventy sons. One of
these, Abimelech, went to his mother’s
people in Shechem and said to them:
“Do you want all those seventy sons of
Gideon to reign over you? Would you
not rather it were I alone, who am your
near relation?”

They agreed that they would rather
have him as ruler, and they gave him
seventy pieces of silver with which he
hired mercenaries who followed him
to Ophrah. There Abimelech slew all
his brothers except Jotham, the young-
est, who hid himself.

Then all the men of Shechem gather-
ed together and hailed Abimelech as
king.
Jotham heard of this and he went
and stood on the top of Mount
Gerizim, and lifted up his voice. And
he cried: “Listen to me, you men
of Shechem, that the Lord may give
ear to you.

“The trees went forth once upon a
time to choose a king, and they said to
the olive tree, ‘Rule over us.’
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“But the olive tree said to them,
‘Should I leave my rich oil, by means
of which both men and gods are hon-
oured, and go to be king over the trees ?’

“Then the trees said to the fig tree,
“You come and rule over us.’

“But the fig tree said to them,
‘Should I forsake my sweetness and
my good fruit, and go to be king over
the trees?”’

“Then the trees said to the vine,
“You come and rule over us.’

“And the vine said to them, ‘Should
I leave my wine which cheers gods and
men, and go to be king over the trees?’

“Then all the trees said to the
bramble, “You come and rule over us.’

“And the bramble said: ‘If you
really appoint me king over you, then
come and put your trust in my shadow,
and if not, let fire come out of the
bramble, and devour the cedars of
Lebanon.””

Jotham went on: ”My father fought
for you and risked his life and deliv-
ered you out of the hand of Midian.
Today you have risen against my fa-
ther’s house and have slain his sons,
and made Abimelech, the son of his
maidservant, king, because he is your
relation. If you consider that you dealt
justly with Gideon, rejoice in Abi-
melech, and he in you, but if not, let
Shechem destroy Abimelech, and let
Abimelech devour Shechem.”

Then Jotham ran away and he went
to live in Beer, for fear of his brother
Abimelech.

After three years Abimelech quar-
relled with the men of Shechem who
had raised him to power, and Abime-
lech destroyed them. But as he was
besieging a tower within the city of

Thebez, a woman cast a millstone
down on his head.

Then Abimelech called his armour-
bearer and said to him:

“Draw your sword and kill me, so
that nobody can say that I was slain by
a woman.”

Thus was Jotham’s parable fulfilled.
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JEPHTHAH’S
VOW

EPHTHAH, the
son of Gilead, was a
mighty man of val-
our. He was a soldier
of fortune who had been cast off by his
brothers and therefore lived apart from
them in the land of Tob. When the
Ammonites made war against Israel,
the people turned to Jephthah and
asked him to be their captain and lead
their armies.

This Jephthah agreed to do, but be-
fore going into battle he made a vow
to the Lord. He said: “O God, if
without fail you will deliver the chil-
dren of Ammon into my hand, then
when I return in peace to my own
home, I swear that I shall offer up to
the Lord as a burnt offering whatso-
ever shall first come out of the door
of my house to greet me.”

Then Jephthah went forth to battle
and the Lord delivered the Ammonites
into his power. He smote them from
Aroer to Minnith and the plain of the
vineyards, and destroyed them utterly.

After the battle he went back to
Mizpah and as he approached his
house, his daughter came out to meet
him with timbrels and dances. She was
his only child and he loved her more
than all things of the world.

When he saw her Jephthah rent his
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garments and cried out in despair:
“Alas, my daughter, what have you
done to me? For I have pledged my
word to the Lord and I cannot go back
onit.”

And be told ber what he had done.

His daughter answered -

“No. Father. you cannot break your

P u—

P

oath, since the Lord has given you
the victory over the Ammonites. You
must do unto me as you promised.
But grant me one favour, let me live
for two months, that I may go with
my maids and weep over my youth
and mourn for the children that will
never be mine.”

Jupces 11

“Go,” said her father.

So Jephthah’s daughter and her
maidens went into the mountains, and
all together they bewailed her sad fate.

But when the two months were up
she came back to her father’s house
and he fulfilled his oath and offered
her up as a sacrifice to the Lord.
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SAMSON
AND THE
PHILISTINES

OR forty years the
people of Israel were
enslaved by the Phi-

5 TS listines because of
their evil ways in the sight of the Lord.

There was a man called Manoah of
the family of the Danites, and he had
no children. The angel of the Lord
appeared to his wife and told her that
she was to have a son.

The angel said: “Be cautious and
drink no wine nor any strong drink,
and do not eat any unclean thing. You
will have a son and no razor shall come
near his head, for he is dedicated to
God from birth, and he shall begin to
deliver Israel from the Philistines.”

Later the angel appeared to Manoah
also, and in due course he and his wife
had a son whom they called Samson.

Samson grew up tall and strong, and
when he was a grown man he went
down to Timnath and saw a daughter
of the Philistines and wanted to make
her his wife. At first his parents with-
held their accord, for they wished him
to marry one of his own people. They
did not know that this marriage was
part of the Lord’s plans to destroy the
Philistines, but when Samson insisted,
they abided by his wishes.
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So Samson went to Timnath with
his parents. As he came to the vine-

~yards a young lion tried to attack

him, and he killed it with his bare
hands, but he did not tell his father
and mother what he had done. He
met the Philistine girl and spoke to
her and she pleased him very much.
When he returned again to see her, he
turned aside to look for the carcass
of the lion which he had killed, and
found it with a swarm of bees and
honey inside. He took out a handful of
the honey and ate it, and gave some
to his parents, but he did not tell them
from where it came.

SAMSON’S RIDDLE

Later on, the marriage was arranged

and a wedding feast was prepared. fi

Thirty young Philistine men were pres-

ent, and Samson said to them: “Here §

is a riddle for you, and if you can
solve it for me within seven days of
the feast, then I shall give you thirty
sheets and thirty suits of clothes, but if
you fail to find the answer, you must
give me thirty sheets and thirty changes
of clothing.”

So they said: “Tell us your riddle.”

Samson said: “Out of the eater
came forth meat, and out of the strong
came forth sweetness.”

Three days passed and the Philistines
had found no answer to the riddle.

On the seventh day they said to Sam-
son’s wife: “Coax your husband and
persuade him to tell us the solution.
Otherwise we shall set fire to your
father’s house and burn you alive.”

Samson’s wife wept and said to him:
“You must hate me instead of loving
me, for you have given my people a
riddle to solve, and you have not told
me the answer to it.”

He said: “I have told neither my
father nor my mother. Why should I
tell you?”

She went on weeping for seven days
all the time that their feast was going
on. At last, on the seventh day, Samson
could bear it no longer and he told her
o the answer and she passed it on to her

countrymen.
Before sunset on the seventh day, the
men of the city said to Samson: “What
7 is sweeter than honey? And what is
] stronger than a lion?”

Samson saw what had happened and

he said:

“You would never have found the
answer to my riddle if you had not
threatened my wife.”

He went down to Ashkelon and there
he killed thirty men and took their
belongings. From these he took thirty
suits of clothes, which he gave to the
men who had answered the riddle. Then
he went back to his father’s house. He
was exceedingly angry at the Philistines
and with the woman whom he had
married.
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SAMSON ANGERS
THE PHILISTINES

He caught three hundred foxes and
tied them tail to tail, and fixed torches
between their tails. Then he set fire to
the torches and let the foxes go to run
among the cornfields of the Philistines.
The shocks and the standing corn, the
vineyards, and the olives all caught fire
and were burned up.

After this the Philistines went up and
pitched their camp in Judah at Lehi,
and the men of Judah asked them why
they had come.

The Philistines said: “We have come
to capture and punish Samson.”

Then three thousand men of Judah
went up to the top of the rock Etam and
said to Samson: “Do you not know
that the Philistines are our overlords?
We are going to bind you and give you
into their hands.”

Samson said: “‘Promise me that you
will not yourselves attack me.”
~ They said: “No, but we will bind you
fast and hand you over to them. But we
promise not to kill you.”

So they bound him with two new
cords and brought him up from the
rock.

When he came to Lehi, where the
Philistines were encamped, they
shouted with triumph. But the spirit of
the Lord descended upon Samson and
the cords on his arms became as soft
as scorched flax, and the fetters fell
from his hands. He looked around and
saw the clean white jawbone of an ass,
and he picked it up, and with it he slew
a thousand men.

Then he threw away the jawbone and
called the place Remathlehi in memory
of his victory. But now he was parched
with thirst, and he called on the Lord
and said: “Lord, you have granted me
this great victory, but must I now die
of thirst and fall into the hands of the
enemy?”’
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God touched a hollow place in the
rock, and water gushed out of it, so
that Samson could drink his fill until
his strength returned to him.

After that he became a judge in Israel
under the Philistines and he judged the
people for twenty years.

SAMSON’S MIGHTY STRENGTH

Samson loved a woman whose name
was Delilah. The leaders of the Philis-
tines came to her and said: “Coax him
and learn what gives him his great
strength, and by what means we may
triumph over him, so that we may bind
him and humble him. For this we will
give you, each of us, eleven hundred
pieces of silver.”

So Delilah said to Samson: *‘Tell me,
I beg you, what gives you your great
strength, and how you could be bound
to be made helpless.”

“If anyone bound me with seven
green willow stems that had never been
dried, I should be as weak as any other
man,” Samson said to her.

Then the leaders of the Philistines
brought to her seven green willow
stems which had not been dried, and
she bound him with them.

Now there were men lying in wait,
waiting with her in the room. And she
said to Samson: ‘‘The Philistines are
upon you, Samson!”

But Samson broke the stems as a
strand of hemp is broken when it
touches the fire. So the secret of his
strength was not known.

Delilah said to Samson: “See, you
have mocked me and told me lies. Now
tell me, I beg you, with what could you
be securely bound?”

And he said to her: “If they bind
me fast with new ropes that have never
been used, then I shall be as weak as
any other man.”

Delilah therefore took new ropes
and bound him with them and said to
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him: “The Philistines are upon you,
Samson!”

And again there were men lying in
wait in the room. But Samson broke
the ropes from his arms like a thread.

Delilah said again to Samson: “Up
to now you have mocked me and told
me lies. Tell me now with what you
could really be bound.”

And he said to her: “Weave the
seven locks of my hair with the web of
cloth on your loom.”

She did so while he slept, and fast-
ened it with the pin of the loom. Then
she said to him: “The Philistines are
upon you, Samson!”

But he waked out of his sleep and
carried away the pin of the loom and
the web of cloth.

SAMSON TELLS HIS SECRET

Then she said to him: “How can you
say ‘I love you’ when you do not trust
me in your heart? Three times now you
have mocked me and have not told me
what the secret of your great strength
1s.”

She continued entreating him every
day, and when she had urged him, so
that his soul was vexed unto death, he
told her all that was in his heart.

“A razor has never touched my
head,” he said to her, “for I have
been consecrated to God, since before
I was born. If I were shaved, my
strength would go from me, and I
would become weak and be like any
other man.”

When Delilah saw that he had
told her the secret of his heart, she
called again for the lords of the Phi-
listines, saying: “Come up once more,
for he has told me the secret of his
heart.” Then the lords of the Philistines
came up to her, bringing the money in
their hands.

Delilah made Samson go to sleep
with his head on her knees. Then she
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called for a man and had him shave off
the seven locks of Samson’s hair. By
that she humbled him, for his strength
went from him.

Then she said: “The Philistines are

17

upon you, Samson
He awoke from his sleep and said:
“I will go out, as I did the other times,

L A e

and shake myself.” For he did not
know that the power of the Lord was
gone from him.

The Philistines quickly took him, and
put out his eyes, and took him down
to Gaza. There they bound him with
fetters of brass and made him grind in
the prison house.

SAMSON’S REVENGE

Gradually the hair of his head be-
gan to grow again. But the Philistines
did not notice.

They gathered together to offer a
great sacrifice to Dagon, their god,
and to rejoice. They said: “Our god
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has delivered Samson our enemy into
our hands.”

When they saw Samson they praised
their god, for they said: “Our god has
delivered into our hands our enemy
and the destroyer of our country, who
has slain many of us.”

It happened that, while the hearts
of the people were merry, they said:
“Call Samson out, so that he can en-
tertain us.” So they brought Samson
up out of the prison house and mocked
him.

When they stood him up between
two pillars, Samson said to the boy
who held him by the hand:

“Let me feel the pillars which sup-
port the house, so that I may lean upon
them.”

Now the house was full of men and
women, and all the leaders of the Phi-
listines were there. There were about
three thousand men and women on
the roof, watching while Samson was
being mocked.

Then Samson called out to the Lord
and said:

“O Lord God, remember me, I pray
you, and strengthen me, I pray you,
only this once, O God, that I may take
revenge on the Philistines for my two
eyes.”

Then Samson took hold of the two
middle pillars upon which the house
stood, and which held it up. He held
one with his right hand, and the other
with his left.

Samson said: “Let me die with the
Philistines.” And he bowed himself
with all his might, and the house fell
upon all the people who were inside.
The number he killed at his death was
greater than he killed in his life.

Then his brothers, and all the house-
hold of his father, came down and
took his body. And they took him
home, and buried him between Zorah
and Eshtaol, in the burying place of
Manoah his father.
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RUTH
THE FAITHFUL
DAUGHTER-
IN-LAW

T happened, in the
old days when the
judges ruled Israel,
that there was a
famine in the land. And a certain man
of Bethlehem of Judah went to stay
in the country of Moab, he and his
wife and his two sons. The name of
the man was Elimelech, and the name
of his wife was Naomi, and his two
sons were Mahlon and Chilion. They
came into the country of Moab and
stayed there.

Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died,
and she was left with her two sons.
They took wives of the women of
Moab. The name of the one was
Orpah, and the name of the other,
Ruth. They lived there for about ten
years.

Then Mahlon and Chilion both died,
and their mother was left without
husband or sons. She arose with her
daughters-in-law, to return home from
the country of Moab, for she had heard
in the country of Moab that the Lord
had visited his people and given them
food again. Therefore she left the
place where she was, with her two
daughters-in-law, and they started to
go back to the land of Judah.

But Naomi said to her two daughters-
in-law: “Go, return each ofyou to her
mother’s house. May the Lord be as
kind to you as you have been to the
dead and to me.”
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They lifted up their voices and wept.
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but
Ruth clung to her.

And Naomi said to Ruth: “See,
your sister-in-law has gone back to her
people and to her gods. You go after
your sister-in-law.”

But Ruth said: “Do not ask me to
leave you or to go back instead of fol-
lowing after you. For where you go,
I will go; and where you stop, 1 will
stop. Your people shall be my people,
and your God my God. Where you
die, 1 shall die, and there will I be
buried. The Lord punish me if any-
thing but death part me from you!”

When Naomi saw that Ruth was
determined to go with her, she agreed.
So the two travelled on until they came
to Bethlehem. They reached Bethle-
hem at the beginning of the barley
harvest.

Now Naomi had a kinsman of her
husband’s, a mighty man of great
wealth, of the family of Elimelech.
His name was Boaz.

Ruth said to Naomi: “Let me go
now to the fields and glean ears of
grain after whoever gives me his per-
mission to do so.”

And Naomi said to her: “Go, my
daughter.”

So Ruth came to the field and
gleaned after the reapers. It was her
fortune to light on a part of the field
belonging to Boaz.

RUTH PLEASES BOAZ

It happened that Boaz came from
Bethlehem and said to the reapers:
“The Lord be with you.”

And they answered him: “The Lord
bless you.”

Then Boaz said to the servant who
was in charge of the reapers: “Whose
girl is that?”

The servant in charge of the reapers
answered and said: “It is the Moab-
itish girl who came back with Naomi
from the country of Moab. She asked
permission fo gather and glean after
the reapers among the sheaves, so she
came and has worked since morning,
until just now when she rested a little
in the shelter.”

Thea Boaz said to Ruth: “Do you
hear me. my daughter? Do not go to
glean m another field, nor go away
from bere, but stay close by my maid-

servants. Watch the field where they
reap and follow them. I have ordered
the servants not to touch you. And
when you are thirsty, go to the water
Jars and drink from the water which the
young men have drawn.”

Then she. fell on her face and bowed
herself to the ground and said to him:
“Why should I have found favour in
your eyes, that you should take notice
of me, seeing that I am a stranger?”

Boaz answered and said to her: *“I
have heard all that you have done for
your mother-in-law since the death of
your husband, and how you have
left your father and mother and the
land of your birth, and have come to
a people you had never known before.
May the Lord repay your good deeds,
and may a full reward be given you by
the Lord God of Israel under whose
wings you have come to rest.”

Then she said: “Let me find favour
in your sight, my lord; for you have
comforted me by speaking friendly
words to your handmaid, when I am
not in truth a handmaid of yours.”

And Boaz said to her: “At meal-
time come here and eat of the bread
and dip your piece into the sauce.”
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So she sat beside the reapers, and
he passed her parched grain, and she
ate until she had had enough, and
then left.

When she arose to glean again,
Boaz gave orders to his young men,
saying: “Let her glean even among
the sheaves, and do not reproach her.
And also let fall some handfuls on
purpose for her, and leave them so that
she may glean them, and do not stop
her.”

So she gleaned in the field until eve-
ning, and threshed out what she had
gleaned.

She gathered it up and went mnto the
city and showed her mother-in-law
what she had gleaned.

Her mother-in-law said to ber:
“Where did you glean today? Where
did you work" Blessed be he that took
notice of you.”
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She told her mother-in-law with
whom she had worked, saying: “The
man with whom I worked today is
named Boaz.”

Then Naomi said to her daughter-
in-law: “May the Lord bless him, for
the Lord has not stopped showing
kindness to the living and the dead.”
And she added: “The man is near of
kin to us, one of our next kinsmen.”

Ruth said: “He told me, too, to
stay near his young men until they
have finished his harvest.™

And Naomi said to Ruth: “It is
good that you go out with his maid-
servants, so that you do not go into
any oiher field.

So Ruth siayed dose o the maidens
c-thazmghamtithemdofthe

o=t and of the wheat har-
vest and she Bved with her mother-

NAOMI INSTRUCTS RUTH

Then Naomi said to Ruth: “My
daughter, 1 must seek peace that all
may be well with you. Boaz, with
whose maidens you have been working,
is our kinsman and can help you.
Tonight he is winnowing barley on the
threshing floor. Wash and ancint your-
self and put on your best robe and
go down to the threshing floor and
wait until he has finished eating and
drinking. Then tell him you are there,
and he will tell you what to do.”

Ruth did all that her mother-in-law
told her, and at midnight, after he had
eaten and drunk, Boaz realized that
she was there, and he said: “Who is
1672

She answered: “I am Ruth, your
handmaid. Help me, for you are my
near kinsman.”

Boaz said: “The Lord bless you,
my daughter, for you have proved
yourself to be a virtuous woman, and
I will do whatever you want. It is true
that I am a near kinsman, but there
is another who is even more closely
related than I. Wait until tomorrow
morning, and we shall see if he will
perform his duty as your kinsman. If
not, I swear before the Lord that I
shall do it in his place. And now lie
down until the morning.”

So Ruth lay down on the threshing
floor and the next morning Boaz said
to her: “Bring your veil to me and
hold it out.”

When she did so he measured out
six measures of barley into the veil, and
she went back to the city and to her
mother-in-law.

Ruth told Naomi all that Boaz had
said and showed her the six measures
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of barley., and Naomi said: “Wait
guetly, my daughter, until you know
what is to result from this. This man
will not rest until he has provided for
you this very day.”

In the meantime Boaz went up to
the gate and there he met Ruth’s kins-
man and called him to stop and take
counsel with him and with ten elders of
the city.

Boaz said to the kinsman: ‘“Naomi
has returned from the land of Moab
and is selling a piece of land which
belonged to our brother Elimelech.
I have thought to tell you of this in
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advance, so that you could buy it before
the inhabitants and the elders of my
people. If you wish to redeem it, do
so. If not, tell me, so that I may know,
for after you no man has the right to
do so.”

The kinsman said: “I will do so.”

Then Boaz told him: “If you buy
the land from Naomi, you must also
marry Ruth the Moabitess, to raise
up the name of the dead upon his
inheritance.”

When the kinsman heard this, he
said: “I cannot redeem it for myself,
for fear of risking my own inher-

‘,g_;\ 'g.,;“-.uv *

itance. Will you take over my rights?”

It was the custom in Israel that if
a man made over his rights, he took
off his shoe and gave it to his neighbour.
When the kinsman said to Boaz:
“Buy it for yourself ”, he drew off
his shoe. Boaz said to the elders and
to all the people: “You are witnesses
that I have bought from Naomi all that
belonged to Elimelech, and to Chilion
and Mahlon. And I have purchased
Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mah-
lon, to be my wife, to raise up the name
of the dead upon his inheritance. You
are all witnesses.”

And the elders and all the people
agreed and said: “We are witnesses.
And may the Lord. bless your house
and make it famous in Bethlehem.”

So Boaz took Ruth as his wife and
Ruth bore him a son. And the women
said to Naomi: “Blessed be the name
of the Lord, who has not left you
without a kinsman, and may his name
be famous 1 Israel. To you he shall be
a restorer of your life and a support
in your old age, for he is the child
of your daughter-in-law who loves
you and is better to you than seven
sons.”

So Naomi took the child and became
his nurse.

And the women her neighbours said
“It is as though he were Naomi’s own
son.”

And the child was called Obed. He
became the father of Jesse, who was the
father of David.

217



- SAMUEL
CHILD OF
THE LORD

NCE there was a
woman named Han-
nah who was bitter
in her soul because
she had no sons or daughters. She
prayed to the Lord and wept sadly.
And she vowed a vow:

“0O Lord of hosts, if you will look
down upon the sadness of your hand-
maiden and remember me, and will
give to your handmaiden a man child,
then I will give him to the Lord all the
days of his life, and no razor shall touch
his head.”

It came to pass in due time that Han-
nah bore a son, and she called him
Samuel, ‘“Because,” she said, “I asked
him of the Lord.”

Her husband Elkanah, and all his
household, went up to offer to the
Lord the yearly sacrifice. But Hannah
did not go, for she said to her husband:
“I will not go up until the child is
weaned, and then I will take him so
that he may appear before the Lord and
stay there for ever.”

Elkanah her husband said to her:
“Do what seems to you best. Wait
until you have weaned him; only keep
your word to the Lord.” So the
woman stayed at home and nursed her
son until he was old enough to wean.
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When she had weaned him, she
took him up with her, with a young
bull of three years and one measure
of flour and a bottle of wine. She
brought him to the house of the Lord
in Shiloh, when the child was still very
young.

And so the young bull was slain and
the child was brought to Eli the priest.
And Hannah said: “O my lord, I am
the woman who stood in the temple
here, praying to the Lord. I prayed
for this child, and the Lord has given
me what I asked of him. Therefore

I have lent him to the Lord. As long
as he lives he shall be lent to the Lord.”

~ Then they worshipped the Lord there.
And when Elkanah and his household
went home, Samuel stayed, and was
taught by Eli the priest.

Each year Samuel’s mother made
him a little coat and brought it to him
when she came up with her husband to
offer the yearly sacrifice.

And the child Samuel grew, and
was in favour both with the Lord and
with men. And he ministered to the
Lord before Eli.

I SAMUEL 2-3
GOD CALLS SAMUEL

Eli’s eyes began to grow dim, so
that he could not see. Once, when Eli
was lying down in his place, before the
lamp of God was put out in the temple
where the ark of the Lord was kept,
and before Samuel had lain down to
sleep, God called Samuel, and he an-
swered: “Here I am.”

And Samuel ran to Eli and said:
“Here I am; you called me.”

Eli said: “I did not call. Lie down
and sleep.”

He went and lay down, and again
God called: “Samuel.”

Samuel arose and went to Eli and
said: “Here I am, for you called me.”

And Eli answered: “I did not call,
my son; lie down again.”

Now Samuel did not yet recognize
the Lord, nor had the voice of the Lord
been made known to him.

And God called Samuel again a
third time, and he arose and went to
Eli and said: “Here I am, for you
called me.”

Then Eli understood that the Lord
had called the child. So Eli said to
Samuel: “Go and lie down, and if he
calls you, you are to say: ‘Speak, Lord,
for your servant is listening,”

So Samuel went and lay down in his
place.

And God came and stood there, and
called as at the other times: “Samuel,
Samuel.”

Then Samuel answered: “Speak, for
your servant is listening.”

And then God said to Samuel:
“Behold, I am going to do something
in Israel at which the ears of every-
one who hears it shall tingle. On an
appointed day I will perform against
Eli all the things I have spoken of
concerning his household” (for Eli’s
sons were very wicked) “and when I
begin I shall finish it. For I have told
him that I will judge his house for
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ever for the wickedness of which he
knows, because his sons became evil,
and he did not restrain them. There-
for I have sworn to the house of
Eli that their wickedness shall not be
cleansed with sacrifices nor offerings
for ever.”

Samuel lay until morning. Then he
opened the doors of the house of the
Lord, but he feared to tell Eli of the
vision. Then Eli called Samuel and
said: “Samuel, my son.”

And he answered: “Here I am.”

And Eli said: “What was it that
the Lord said to you? I beg you not
to hide it from me. May God punish

I SAMUEL 3-4

you, and more, if you hide anything
from me of the things he said to you.”

So Samuel told him everything, and
hid nothing from him.

Eli said: “It is the Lord: let him do
whatever seems good to him.”

Samuel grew, and the Lord was with
him. And all Israel, from Dan to
Beersheba, knew that Samuel was to be
a prophet of the Lord.

THE PHILISTINES
CAPTURE THE ARK

Now Israel went out to battle against
the Philistines. After a bloody day’s
reverses, the elders of Israel said: “Why
has the Lord struck us today before
the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of
the covenant of the Lord from Shiloh,
so that when it comes among us it
may save us from the hand of our
enemies.”

So the people sent to Shiloh, and
when the ark of the covenant of the
Lord came into the camp, all Israel
shouted with a great shout, so that the
earth rang out.

And when the Philistines heard the
noise of the shout, they said: “What
does this mean, the noise of this great
shout in the camp of the Hebrews?”

They learned that the ark of the
Lord had come into the camp, and
they were afraid, for they said: “God
has come into the camp. Woe unto
us! This is the god that struck the
Egyptians with all the plagues in the
wilderness.”

But their leaders said : “Be strong and
act like men, O Philistines, so that you
do not become servants to the Hebrews
as they have been to you. Quit your-
selves like men and fight.”

And the Philistines fought and Israel
was defeated. There was a very great
slaughter. Thirty thousand of Israel’s
footmen fell, and the ark of God was
taken.




SAMUEL
AND
SAUL

AMUEL judged Is-
rael all the days of
his life. He went
from year to year on
circuit to Bethel and Gilgal and Mizpeh
and judged Israel in all these places.
But his home was in Ramah and there
he judged Israel and built an altar unto
the Lord.

When Samuel was old he made his
sons Joel and Abiah judges over Israel.
But they did not walk in his ways, for
they took bribes and delivered false
judgments.

THE PEOPLE ASK FOR A KING

Then all the elders of Israel gathered
themselves together and came to
Samuel in Ramah and said to him:
“Behold, you are old and your sons
do not walk in your ways. Give us a
king to judge us, like all the other
nations.”

Their words displeased Samuel. He
prayed to the Lord and God answered,
saying: “Listen to the voice of all
the people, for it is not you that they
have rejected, but me, that I may not
reign over them. And as they have
forsaken me and served false gods ever
since the day that I brought them up
out of Egypt, even so do they unto
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you. So listen to their voice. Never-
theless, make a solemn protest, and
show them what kind of a king is going
to reign over them.”

So Samuel told the people what
God had said to him. And he said:
“This is the kind of king who will
reign over you. He will take your sons
to be his charioteers and his horsemen,
and to run before his chariots, to
till his ground and reap his harvests
and to manufacture his weapons and
his chariots. He will take your daugh-
ters to be his cooks and bakers; your
fields will he take and your best vine-
yards, and olive groves, and give
them to his servants. And he will take
a tenth part of your grain and of your
vintage, and give it to his officers and
his servants. He will take your men-
servants and your maidservants, your
best young men and your asses, and
put them to work for him. And you
will complain and mourn because of
this king whom you have chosen, but
the Lord will not listen to you.”

However, the people refused to obey
the voice of Samuel. They said: *“No,
we want a king like all the other na-
tions, a king to judge us and fight our
battles.”

Samuel listened and repeated what
they had said to the Lord.

And God said to him: “Give them
their way and find them a king.”

So Samuel said to the men of Israel:
“All of you, go back to your own
city.”

Now there was a Benjamite called
Kish, a man of power and standing,
and he had a son whose name was
Saul. Saul was the most handsome
man of Israel, and he stood head and
shoulders above all others.

Kish had lost some of his asses, so
he said to his son Saul: “Take one of
the servants with you. and go and look
for my asses.”

So Saul travelled across the Mount

Ephraim and through the land of Sha-
lisha and the land of Shalim and the
land of the Benjamites, but he found
no trace of his father’s asses.

When they came to the land of Zuph,
Saul said to his servant: “Come, let
us go home, or my father will cease to
think about his asses and begin to
wonder about our own fate. But in this
city there is a man of God, and he is

an honourable man. Let us go to see
him, and perhaps he can show us which
path to follow. Only, if we do consult
him, what shall we bring as a present?
For we have nothing left that is fit for
a man of God.”

Saul’s servant said: “See, I have the
fourth part of a shekel of silver. We can
give that to the man of God and he will
tell us which way to go.”
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SAUL MEETS SAMUEL

They went into the city and the maid-
ens at the well told them that Samuel
was going to bless a sacrifice that day
on the high place, so they went on to
the high place and met Samuel on his
way there.

The Lord had warned Samuel the
day before that a Benjamite was com-
ing to meet him, and that this was
the man whom he should anoint king
of Israel. When Samuel saw Saul, the

Lord said: “Here is the man of whom
I spoke, the one who shall reign over
my people.”

So Samuel spoke to Saul and told
him to set his mind no longer upon
the lost asses for they had been found.
He said: “To whom does Israel look?
Is it not to you and all your father’s
house?”

Saul said: “I am a Benjamite, a
member of the smallest of all the
tribes of Israel, and my family is the
least important in the tribe of Ben-

jamin. Why do you speak to me in this
manner?”’

Samuel took Saul and his servant and
brought them into the parlour and made
them sit at the head of the table, above
all the other guests, of whom there were
about thirty. And Samuel told the cook
to serve Saul with the special portion
of meat which had been reserved for the
guest of honour.

The next day Samuel took a vial of
oil, and poured it upon Saul’s head
and kissed him and said: “Is it not
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because the Lord has anointed you to
be captain of his people?”’

Saul went back to his own country,
and the Spirit of God came upon him
and he prophesied, so that those who
knew him before were amazed and
said: “What has happened to the son
of Kish? Is Saul also one of the proph-
ets?” Saul told his family that he had
met a man of God who had told him
that the lost asses were found, but, in
telling them, he made no mention of his
anointing or of the kingdom.
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SAUL IS PROCLAIMED KING

Now Samuel called the people to-
gether at Mizpeh and said to them:
“Thus says the Lord God of Israel,
‘I brought Israel out of Egypt and
delivered you out of the hand of the
- Egyptians and out of the hand of all
kingdoms and those that oppressed
you.” But you have this day rejected
your God who himself saved you from
your adversities and your tribulations,
and you have said to him: “Nay, but set
a king over us.’

“Now therefore present yourselves
before the Lord by your tribes and by
your thousands.” And when Samuel
had caused all the tribes of Israel to
come near, the tribe of Benjamin was
indicated by lot. When he had caused
the tribe of Benjamin to come near by
famdlies, the family of Matri was in-
dicated, and Saul, the son of Kish, was
indicated. But when they sought him,
he could not at first be found.

And when they did find him, he was
among the baggage. He was brought
into the crowd, and when he stood
among them he was higher than any of
them from his shoulders upward.

And Samuel said: “Look, there is
the man whom the Lord has chosen,
and there is nobody like him among all
the people.”

And all the people shouted and said:
*“God save the king.”

Saul became a great king and a
mighty man of valour, and he led the
children of Israel into many battles
against their enemies the Philistines,
but after a while he disobeyed the laws
of the Lord.

Samuel warned him, saying: “You
have been very foolish in not keeping
the commandment of the Lord your
God, for had you done so, the Lord
would have established your kingdom
upon Israel for ever. But now your
kingdom will not continue.”
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JONATHAN BREAKS THE OATH

Saul had a son name Jonathan and

it came to pass one day in the course

- of a battle that Saul said to the people:

“Cursed be the man that eats any food

until evening, that I may be avenged of

my enemies.” So none of the people
tasted any food.

And all they of the land came to a
wood and there was honey on the
ground. But no man put his hand to his
mouth, for the people feared the curse.

But Jonathan did not hear when his
father charged the people with the oath.
Therefore, he put the end of the rod
that was in his hand and dipped it in
a honeycomb and put his hand to his
mouth.

Then one of the people said, *“Your
father ordered the people with an
oath, saying: ‘Cursed be the man that
eats any food this day.’” But Jona-
than said: “My father has troubled the
land.”

After a battle with the Philistines,
Saul said: “Let us go down after them
again by night and fight them until the
morning light, and let us not leave a
man alive among them.”’ .

Saul asked counsel of God: ““Shall
I go down after the Philistines? Will
you deliver them into the hand of
Israel?”

But the Lord did net answer him
that day. So Saul said: ‘“‘Draw together
all chiefs of the people, and let us see
what sin has been done this day. For,
as the Lord lives that saves Israel, even
if the sin be Jonathan my son’s, he shall
surely die.”

Therefore lots were chosen, first
between Saul and Jonathan on one
side and the people on the other, and
then between Saul and Jonathan. And
Jonathan was indicated. Then Saul
said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you
have done.” And Jonathan told him:
“I did but taste a little honey with the
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end of the rod that was in my hand,
and lo, I must die.”

And Saul answered: “You shall
surely die, Jonathan.”

THE PEOPLE RESCUE
JONATHAN

Then the people said to Saul: “Shall
Jonathan die who has wrought this
great salvation in Israel? God forbid.
As the Lord lives, there shall not one
hair of his head fall to the ground,
for he has worked with God this day.”

So the people rescued Jonathan and
he did not die.

Then Saul went up from following
the Philistines, and the Philistines went
to their own place.

SAUL DISOBEYS THE LORD

Samuel said to Saul: “The Lord
sent me to anoint you to be king over
his people, over Israel. Now there-
fore listen to the voice of the words
of the Lord. Thus says the Lord of
hosts: ‘I remember what Amalek did
to Israel, how he laid in wait for him
on the road when he came from Egypt.
Now go and attack Amalek and utterly
destroy all that they have, and do not
spare them. But slay both man and
woman, child and baby, ox and sheep,
camel and ass.” ”
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Saul struck the Amalekites from
Havilah to Shur, near Egypt. He took
Agag the king of the Amalekites alive,
and utterly destroyed all the people
with the edge of the sword. But Saul
and the people spared the best of the
sheep and of the oxen and of the fat-
lings, and the lambs and all that was
good, and would not destroy them.

But everything that was vile they
destroyed utterly.

Then the word of the Lord came to
Samuel, saying: “T regret that I have
set up Saul to be king. For he has
turned back from following me, and has
not performed my commandments.”
And it grieved Samuel, and he cried to
the Lord all night.

And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul
said to him: “Blessed be you of the
Lord. I have performed the command-
ment of the Lord.”

Samuel said: “What means then this
bleating .of sheep and the lowing of
oxen which I hear?”

And Saul said: “They have brought
them from the Amalekites, for the
people spared the best of the sheep and
of the oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your
God. And the rest we have destroyed
utterly.”

Then Samuel said to Saul: “The
Lord sent you on a journey and said,
‘Go and utterly destroy the sinners, the
Amalekites.” Why then did you not
obey the voice of the Lord?

“Has the Lord as great delight in
burnt offerings and sacrifices as in
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold,
to obey is better than to sacrifice, and to
listen than the fat of rams. For rebel-
lion is like the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is like iniquity and idol-
atry. Because you have rejected the
word of the Lord, he has also rejected
you from being king.”

Saul said: “I have sinned, for I
have disobeyed the commandments of
the Lord, because I feared the people
and obeyed their voice. Nevertheless,
pardon my sin, I pray you, and come
back with me, so that I may worship
the Lord.”

But Samuel answered: “I will not go
back with you, for you have rejected the
word of the Lord, and the Lord has re-
jected you from being king over Israel.”

Samuel turned to go away, but Saul
took hold of the skirt of his mantle and
the skirt tore.

Samuel said to him: “The Lord has
torn the kingdom of Israel from you
today, and has given it to a neighbour

1 SamueL 14-15

of yours who is better than you. The
strength of Israel will not lie or re-
pent; for he is not a man if he must
repent.”

Saul said: “I have done wrong, but
I pray you to honour me now, before
the elders of my people and before
Israel, and go back with me, that I may
worship the Lord your God.”

Samuel relented and went back with
Saul; and Saul worshipped the Lord.

Then Samuel returned to Ramah,
and Saul went to his house.

As long as he lived Samuel never
saw Saul again, but he mourned for
him. And the Lord regretted that he
had made Saul king over Israel.




DAVID
THE LORD’S
CHOSEN ONE

HE Lord God said
to Samuel: “How
long will you mourn
for Saul, seeing I
have rejected him from reigning over
Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go.
I will send you to Jesse of Bethlehem,
for I have chosen a king from among
his sons.”

Samuel did as the Lord told him and
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the
town trembled at his coming and said:
“Do you come peaceably?”’

“Peaceably,” he said, “I have come
to sacrifice to the Lord. Make your-
selves ready and come with me to the
sacrifice.”

He blessed Jesse and his sons and
called them to the sacrifice.

When they came, he looked at Eliab
and said: “Surely the Lord’s chosen one
is before him now.”

But God answered, saying: “Do not
look at his face or the height of him,
because I have refused him. For the
Lord does not see as man sees. Man
looks on the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks at the heart.”

Then Jesse called Abinadab and
made him pass before Samuel; but
Samuel said: ““The Lord has not chosen
this one either.”
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Then Jesse made Shammah pass by,
and Samuel said: “Neither has the Lord
chosen this one.”

One after the other, Jesse made seven
of his sons pass before Samuel. And
Samuel said to Jesse: “The Lord has
not chosen these.” Then he asked: “Are
all your children here?”’

And Jesse said: “There is still the
youngest, David. He is keeping the
sheep.”

Samuel said to Jesse: “Send and
fetch him here, for we will not sit down
until he comes.”

David was sent for, and soon ap-
peared. He was a fine, healthy boy, and
handsome.

Then God said to Samuel: “‘Arise,
anoint him, for this is he.”

Then Samuel took the horn of oil
and anointed David in the midst of his
brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord
was with David from that day on.

DAVID MEETS SAUL THE KING

And the spirit of the Lord departed
from Saul, and an evil spirit troubled
him.

Then Saul’s servants said to him:
“You see, an evil spirit from God is
sent to trouble you. Now if you will
command your servants, who are here
before you, to find a man who is a
cunning player on the harp, then when
the evil spirit comes from God, he will
play upon the strings, and you will be
well.”

“Find me a man who can play well,”
said Saul to his servants, “and bring
him to me.”

Then one of the servants answered
and said: “T have seen a son of Jesse
the Bethlehemite, who is clever at play-
ing, an exceedingly courageous man, a
man of war, prudent in all things, a
handsome person and the Lord is with
him.”

Therefore Saul sent messengers to

Jesse, and said: “Send me your son
David, who is tending the sheep.”
Jesse took an ass loaded with food,
and a bottle of wine, and 4 kid.‘;nul
sent them by David his son (0 Saul.
And David came to Saul and stood
before him, and served him.
Saul loved David very much and
he was made the king's armour-bearer.

Then Saul sent word to Jesse, saying:
“Let David stay with me, for he pleases

me very much.” _
And it was true that when the evil

spirit from God came upon Saul, David
took a harp and played upon the
strings, and Saul was refreshed and felt
well again. The evil spirit departed from
him at the sound of the music.
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DAVID
AND
GOLIATH

OW the Philistines
gathered their forces
; for battle. They gath-

' ered at Shochoh, and
they camped in Ephes-dammim.

Saul and the men of Israel were gath-
ered together and camped in the valley
of Elah, lined up in battle array against
the Philistines.

The Philistines stood on a mountain
on one side, and Israel stood on a
mountain on the other side, and there
was a valley between them.

Out from the camp of the Philistines
came a champion named Goliath of
Gath, whose height was nine feet and
nine inches. He had a helmet of brass
upon his head, and he was armed with
a coat of mail, and the weight of the
coat was five thousand shekels of brass.
He had plates of brass upon his legs,
and a shield of brass between his shoul-
ders. The staff of his spear was like
a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head
weighed six hundred shekels of iron.
A shield bearer walked before him.
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GOLIATH CHALLENGES
THE ISRAELITES

Goliath stood and cried out to the
armies of Israel: “Why have you come
out to set up your armies in battle
array? Am I not a Philistine, and you
servants of Saul? Choose a man to
represent you and let him come down
to me. If he can fight me and kill me,
then we will be your servants, but if I
win over him and kill him, then you
shall be our servants and serve us.”” And
he added: “I defy the armies of Israel
this day; send me a man that we may
fight together.”

When Saul and all the Israelites
heard those words of the Philistine,
they were dismayed and very much
frightened. And every morning and
evening for forty days the Philistine
drew near and challenged the Israelites.

David at this time left the court of
Saul to go home and feed his father’s
sheep at Bethlehem. His three eldest
brothers were in the army of Saul.

Now Jesse said to David his son:
“Take a measure of this parched grain
and these ten loaves for your brothers
and run to your brothers” camp. Take
these ten cheeses to the captain of their
group, and see how your brothers are
faring.”

David rose early in the morning and
left the sheep with a keeper, and de-
parted as Jesse had commanded him.
He came to the battle line just as the
army was going out to fight, shouting
their battle cry. For Israel and the
Philistines had put the army in battle
array, army against army.

David left his baggage in the hands
of the keeper of the baggage, and ran
among the army. He came up to his
brothers and saluted them.

As he talked with them, there ap-
peared the champion Goliath, out of
the armies of the Philistines, and he
made his challenge, and David heard it.
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All the men of Israel, when they saw
the man, fled from him and were very
much afraid. “Have you seen this man
who came up?” the men of Israel said.
“He has come up to challenge Israel,
and to the man who can kill him the
king will give great riches, and he will
give him his daughter in marriage, and
will make his father’s house free in
Israel.”

And David spoke to the men who
stood near him, saying: “Who is this
heathen Philistine, that he should chal-

lenge the armies of the living God?”

Eliab, his eldest brother, heard him
speak to the men, and Eliab’s anger was
kindled against David, and he said:
“Why did you come down here? With
whom did you leave those few sheep
in the wilderness? I know your pride
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and the wickedness of your heart, for
you have come down just so that you
might see the battle.”

David said: “What have I now
done? Is there not a reason?” He
turned from him towards another man
and spoke to him in the same way,
and the people spoke again of the
reward.

And when the people heard the
words which David spoke, they re-
peated them before Saul, and he sent
for the boy.

DAVID OFFERS TO FIGHT

And David said to Saul: “Let no
man’s heart be troubled because of
Goliath. I, your servant, will go and
fight with this Philistine.”

Saul said: *“You are not able to go

out to fight with this Philistine, for you
are but a boy, and he has been a man
of war since his youth.”

David said to Saul: “Your servant
kept his father’s sheep, and a lion came,
and a bear, and took a lamb out of the
flock. I gave chase, and struck the
lion down, and rescued it out of his
mouth, and when he arose against me,
I caught him by his beard and struck
him and killed him. Your servant
killed both the lion and the bear, and
this heathen Philistine will be as one

of them, seeing that he has challenged
the armies of the living God.”

Moreover, David said: “The Lord
who saved me from the paw of the
lion and from the paw of the bear, he
will save me from the hand of this
Philistine.”

I SamueL 17

Then Saul said to David: “Go, and
the Lord be with you.”

Saul armed David with his armour,
and he put a helmet of brass on his
head, and clothed him in a coat of
mail. David fastened Saul’s sword
upon his armour and tried to walk,
in order to test the armour, but finding
he could not, he said to Saul: “I cannot
fight with these, for I am not used to
them.” Saul’s pieces of armour were too
heavy and cumbersome so he undid
them and took tljm off.

He took his staff in his hand, and
bending down chose five smooth stones
out of the brook, and put them in a
shepherd’s bag which he carried with
him. With his sling in his hand he
drew near to the giant Philistine, who
waited.
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T SamuEer 17
TRIUMPH WITH A SLING

The Philistine came on and drew near
to David, and the shield bearer went
before him. But when the Philistine
looked and saw David, he despised him,
for he was but a boy, fine and fair of
face.

The Philistine said to David: “Am I
a dog, that you come to fight me with
sticks?” And the Philistine cursed
David by his gods.

And the Philistine said to David:
“Come to me, and I will give your flesh
to the fowls of the air, and to the beasts
of the field.”

Then David said to the Philistine:
“You come to me with a sword and
with a spear and with a shield, but I
come to you in the name of the Lord
of hosts, the God of the army of Israel,
whom you have challenged. This day
the Lord will put you into my hands,
and I will strike you down and take
your head from you, and I will give
the bodies of the army of the Philis-
tines to the birds of the air and to the
wild beasts of the earth, so that all
the earth may know that there is a
God in Israel. And everyone gathered
here will know that the Lord saves not
with sword and spear, but the battle is
the Lord’s and he will give you into our
hands.”

Then, as the Philistine rose up and
came nearer to meet David, David
hurried and ran towards the army to
meet the Philistine. And he put his hand
into his bag, and took out a stone, and
slung it, and hit the Philistine in his
forehead, so that the stone sank into
his forehead and he fell upon his face
on the earth.

So David triumphed over the Phi-
listine with a sling and with a stone,
and struck down the Philistine and
killed him; but there was no sword in
David’s hand.

Therefore David ran and stood upon

the Philistine and taking Goliath’s
sword cut off his head and killed him.

When the Philistines saw that their
champion was dead, they fled. And
the men of Israel arose, shouting, and
pursued the Philistines all the way to
the valley, to the gates of Ekron.

The Philistines who were wounded
fell down by the road to Shaaraim,
as far as Gath and Ekron. Then the
children of Israel came back from
chasing the Philistines and pillaged
their tents. And David took the head
of the Philistine’ and brought it to
Jerusalem; but he put the armour in his
own tent.

And when Saul had seen David going
forth against Goliath, he had said to
Abner, his general: “Abner,
whose son is this
youth ?”’
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Abner said: “Upon my word, O
king, I do not know.”

The king said: “Find out who is this
stripling’s father.”

And as David returned from the
slaughter of the Philistine, Abner took
him and brought him before Saul with
Goliath’s head in his hand.

And Saul said: “Whose son are you,
young man?”

David said: “T am the son of
your servant, Jesse the
Bethlehemite.”




SAUL’S
JEALOUSY

AUL took David
home that day, and
would not let him go
back to his father’s
house. He set him over all his men of
war, and the people and the palace
servants accepted him. Jonathan, Saul’s
son, came to love David as his own
brother, and they made a covenant of
friendship.

But as David was returning from the
slaughter of the Philistines, the women
came out of the cities of Israel, singing
and dancing, to meet king Saul, with
tabrets and other musical instruments.
And the women sang to each other as
they played, and said:

“Saul has slain his thousands,

And David his ten thousands.”

This much displeased Saul, and he
said: “If they reckon that David is ten
times better than I, he will soon want
to have the kingdom for himself.”

And from this time forward Saul
eyed David with suspicion.

The next day, David was playing his

238

harp as before, and an evil spirit came
upon Saul and he picked up a javelin
and threw it at David, saying: “I will
pin David to the wall with it.”

David avoided the point of the
javelin, and Saul was more than ever
afraid of him, for he knew that the
Lord was with David, and no longer
with him.

But David behaved very wisely in all
his ways and all Israel loved and trusted
him.

Then Saul said to David: “‘Here is
my elder daughter Merab. I will give
her to you as your wife, if you will fight
my battles for me.” For Saul did not
want to kill David with his own hand,
and he hoped that he would fall in
battle with the Philistines.

David said: “Who am I, and what
is my family, that I should be the king’s
son-in-law?”’ :

But at the time that Merab should
have been given to David, instead Saul
married her to Adriel the Meholathite.

But it happened that Michal, Saul’s
younger daughter, also loved David,
and when Saul was told of this, he was
very pleased, thinking that through
her love he might ensnare and destroy
David. :

So he sent for David and told him:
“Today you will be my son-in-law, and
marry the other of my daughters.”

To his servants he said: “Take
David aside and tell him privately that
the king delights in him, and that all
the people love him, and so it is fitting

that he should be the king’s son-in-
law.”

DAVID MARRIES SAUL‘S
DAUGHTER

o But when he heard this, David said :
I am too poor and insignificant to
marry a king’s daughter.”




I SamuEL 18-19

The servants reperted this to Saul
and he said: “Tell David that the king
does not wish for any dowry, only the
death of a hundred Philistines, to be
avenged of the king’s enemies.”

When David heard this he was
pleased, for he wanted very much to be
the king’s son-in-law, so he went forth
with his men and slew two hundred
Philistines, and Saul gave him Michal
as his wife.

But Saul saw and knew that the Lord
was with David, and that Michal loved
him, and he was still more afraid of
David, and still more his enemy.

And Saul spoke to Jonathan his
son and to all his servants and ordered
them to kill David. But Jonathan
went to his friend and said: “My
father Saul is trying to kill you, so I
beg of you to go and hide yourself.
Tomorrow morning I shall go out

and stand beside my father in the field
where you are, and I will talk to him
about you, and whatever I learn I shall
tell you.”

The next day Jonathan talked to
Saul as he had promised, and told him
what a great and good man David was,
and urged his father not to stain his
hands with innocent blood.

Saul listened to Jonathan’s words
and promised that David should not be
slain.

So Jonathan called David from his
hiding place and brought him before
Saul and for a time all was well, and
when the Philistines went to war again,
David fought against them and slew
many of them.

But again Saul was possessed by an
evil spirit, and sat with his javelin in
his hand while David played the harp.
Again he tried to kill David, and again

David slipped out of the path of the
javelin and escaped from the palace.

Saul sent messengers to his house to
watch and slay him in the morning,
and Michal, David’s wife, said to her
husband: “If you do not get away
tonight, tomorrow you will be killed.”

So Michal let David down through a
window, and then she made up the bed
to look as though David were lying
asleep in it.

And when Saul sent his messengers
to take David, she said: “He is ill.”

But Saul sent the messengers back to
see David, saying: “Bring him up to me
in his bed and I shall slay him.”
When the messengers came in, they
saw that there was no one in the bed.
Saul said to Michal: “Why have you
deceived me ana helped my enemy to
escape.”
Michal answered: “He said to me,
‘Let me escape; otherwise I shall kill
ou.
. When David fled he took refuge with
Samuel at Naioth in Ramah.
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DAVID
AND
JONATHAN

AVID left Naioth
and came to Jona-
than and said to him:
“What have I done
that your father should try to kill me?”

Jonathan said: “I will do all in
my power to try to save you. I know
that my father will do nothing without
consulting me, so I shall speak to him
about your fate and tell you what he
says. If he is ill disposed towards you,
I shall warn you so that you may flee,
but whatever passes, we shall remain
friends for ever and ever.”

So they made a solemn covenant of
friendship, for Jonathan loved David
as he loved his own soul.

Then Jonathan said to David: “To-
morrow is the feast of the new moon,
and you will be missed, because your
seat will be empty. When you have
stayed away three days, come down
quickly and wait by the stone Ezel. I
will shoot three arrows beside the
stone. as if I shot at a target. And
watch. I will send a boy, saying:
‘Go. find the arrows.’ If I expressly

¥. “See the arrows are on

side of you. pick them up,’ then
come out, for there will be peace
will be done to you, as
if I say to the
the arrows are
jour way. for the
sni you away. And
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spoken, may the Lord be between you
and me for ever.”

So David hid himself in the field.

When the moon had come, the king
sat down to the feast. The king sat
upon his seat, as always, a seat along
the wall, and Jonathan and Abner sat
beside Saul, but David’s place was
empty.

Still Saul did not say anything that
day.

But it happened on the next day,
which was the second day of the month,
that David’s place was empty again,
and Saul said to Jonathan: “Why did
the son of Jesse not come to dinner
either yesterday or today?”

And Jonathan answered: “David
earnestly asked permission of me to go
to Bethlehem, for he said his family
was to have a sacrifice there, and his
brother had bidden him to come, and
he desired to see all his brothers. That
is why he did not come to the king’s
table.”

Then Saul’s anger was kindled
against Jonathan, and he said to him:
“You son of a perverse, rebellious
woman, do I not know that you have
chosen the son of Jesse to your own
downfall? For as long as he lives, you
shall not be established in the kingdom.
Now send and fetch him to me, for he
must die.”

But Jonathan answered Saul his fa-
ther, and said to him: “Why should he
be slain? What has he done?”

Then Saul threw a javelin at him to
strike him, and by that Jonathan knew
that his father was determined to kill
David. So Jonathan arose from the
table in fierce anger, and ate not at all
the second day of the month, for he
grieved for David.

In the morning Jonathan went out
into the field at the time he had set with
David, taking a little boy with him.

He said to the lad: “Run and hunt
for the arrows which I am going to
shoot.” And as the lad ran, he shot an
arrow beyond him.

When the lad had come to the place
where the arrow fell, Jonathan cried
out to the lad and said: “Is not the
arrow beyond you?” And again he
cried: “Make haste; do not delay!”

Jonathan’s lad took up the fallen
arrow and came to his master, but the
lad did not understand the meaning.

Only Jonathan and David knew of
the matter.

Then Jonathan gave his weapons to
the lad, and said to him: “Go, carry
them down to the city.” And as soon
as the lad was gone, David rose up from
a place toward the south and fell on his
face on the ground, and bowed himself
three times.

They kissed each other and wept
with each other, and Jonathan said to
David: “Go in peace, for we have both
sworn in the name of the Lord, saying,
‘May the Lord be between you and me,
and between your children and my
children for ever.” ”

David arose and departed, and Jona-
than went back to the city.
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AVID came to Ahi-
melech, the priest of
Nob. He asked for
food and Ahimelech
gave him some of the hallowed bread.
Because he had no weapons, Ahimelech
brought out the sword of Goliath which
lay wrapped in a cloth, and said: “If
you want this sword, it is yours, for it
is the only one here.”

So David took the sword of Goliath,
the Philistine whom he had slain, but
as he was afraid of the wrath of Saul,
he went and hid in the cave of Adullam.
When his brothers and all his father’s
house heard that he was there, they
came to him. And everyone that was
in distress, and everyone that was in
debt, and everyone that was discon-
tented, gathered themselves unto him.
He became a captain over them and

there were about four hundred men

with him.

One of the foremost herdsmen of
Saul, Doeg the Edomite, was at Nob
when David visited the priest Ahime-
lech. He came to Saul and told him
how the priest gave unto David food
and a sword. When he heard this,
Saul sent to Nob and commanded
Ahimelech and all his family to come
before him.

When they came to him, Saul said:
“Why have you conspired against me
with the son of Jesse, and given him
bread and a sword? And why did you
intercede with the Lord for him and
against me?”’

Ahimelech answered: ‘““You have no
more faithful subject than David. Is he
not your son-in-law, obedient to your
bidding and honoured in your house?
Did 1 intercede with the Lord for
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him? Never. Let not the king impute
such a thing to his servant nor to all
the house of my father, for your serv-
ant knew nothing about this matter
and pleads his innocence.”

The king said: “You shall surely die,
Ahimelech, you and all your father’s
house.” And he said to the soldiers
who stood beside him: “Kill the priests
of the Lord, for they are friends of
David, and they knew when he fled
and did not tell me.”

But the servants of the king would
not slay the priests of the Lord.

So the king said to Doeg the Edom-
ite: ““Fall upon the priests of the Lord.
They are enemies to me.”

Doeg the Edomite turned and fell
upon the priests, and on that day he
slew eighty-five of them. And he at-
tacked the city of Nob and killed
everything inside it.

Only one of the sons of Ahimelech,
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nam.ed Abiathar, escaped and fled to
David. He told David that Saul had
killed the Lord’s priests.

David said: “I knew it that day,
that Doeg the Edomite would cer-
tainly tell Saul, so I am responsible for

B
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the death of all the members of your
father’s house. You must stay with
. me, and do not be afraid, for he who
threatens my life, threatens your life,

but with me you will be well guarded
and protected.”




DAVID
AND
ABIGAIL

AMUEL died and
all the Tsraelites were
gathered together to
lament him, and they
buried him in his house at Ramah.
And David arose and went down to
the wilderness of Paran.

There was a man in Maon who
owned land in Carmel. His name was
Nabal, of the house of Caleb, and he
was very rich. He had three thousand
goats and a thousand sheep and his
sheep were being shorn in Carmel.
His wife was called Abigail and she
was wise and beautiful, but Nabal was
churlish and evil in his doings.

In the wilderness David heard that
Nabal was shearing his sheep, so he
called out ten of his young men and
said to them: “Go to Carmel and
greet Nabal from me, and say to him,
‘Peace be to you and your house and
all that you have. We have not harmed
your shepherds while they were shear-
ing near us in Carmel, nor have we
stolen anything. So find favour with
these young men, and pray give unto
them, for themselves and for your son
David.”

The young men came and repeated
this to Nabal, but he answered: “Who
is David? And who is the son of
Jesse? Many servants break away from
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their masters nowadays, and shall I
take my bread and water, and the
meat that I have killed for my shearers,
and give it to these men of whom I
know nothing?”’

The young men went back to David,
and told him how they had fared, and
David said: “Gird on your swords.”
He also girded on his sword, and four
hundred men went with David, leaving
two hundred behind to look after their
goods.

But one of Nabal’s young men told
Abigail about this, saying: “David sent
messengers out of the wilderness to
salute our master, but he insulted
them. But they were very good to’ us,
nothing was stolen and nobody was
hurt, and they were like our defenders
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during the time that we were together
in the fields. What can we do now, for
they are marching against our master,
but he is such an evil man that no-
body can speak to him.”

" Then Abigail made haste and took
two hundred loaves and two bottles of
wine and five sheep already cooked,
and five measures of parched corn,
and a hundred bunches of raisins and
two hundred cakes of figs, and loaded
them on asses. And she said to her
servants: “Go on ahead of me and I
shall follow.” But she said nothing of
this to her husband.

As she rode on the ass, she met
David and his men and she alighted
from her ass and fell at David’s feet
and bowed to the ground before him

and said: “Listen, I beseech you, to the
words of your handmaid. Pay no heed
to this Nabal, this son of Belial, for
he is a fool. I did not see the young men
whom you sent, but I beg of you not
to shed blood nor to avenge yourself
upon your enemy. For the Lord will
fight your battles even as you fight the
battles of the Lord. And in the day of

~ your triumph I implore you to re-

member your handmaid.”

David said to Abigail: “Blessed be
the Lord God of Israel for sending you'
here, and blessed be your counsel. Had
you not come, I would surely have slain
Nabal and all his household.”” Then he
accepted her gifts and said: “Go in
peace to your own house, for I will heed
your advice.”
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Abigail went back to Nabal, who
was holding a feast. He was drunk, so
she told him nothing of what had
happened. But the next morning, when
he was sober, she told him, and Nabal’s
heart fainted within him, and he be-
came as stone. And it came to pass
that about ten days later, the Lord
smote Nabal and he died.

When David heard that Nabal was
dead, he praised God and sent for
Abigail, intending to marry her, for
Saul had given David’s wife Michal in
marriage to Phalti, the son of Laish.

When Abigail heard that David
wished to marry her, she bowed her
face to the ground and said: “Let me
be a handmaid to wash the feet of
the servants of my lord.”

Then she mounted an ass, taking
five young girls with her, and went
with the messengers of David, and be-
came his wife.

stole away, and no man saw him or
knew that he was there or waked up,
for they were all asleep. A deep
sleep from the Lord had fallen upon
them.

Then David went and stood on the
top of a hill far off, a long distance
from the camp. ,

David cried to the people, and to
Abner, saying: “Are you not a cou-
rageous man? Who is like you in
Israel? Why then have you not pro-
tected the lord your king? For one of
the people came to destroy the king
your: lord. Look now for the king’s
spear and the jug of water that was
beside his pillow.”

Then Saul knew David’s voice and
said: “Is that your voice, my son
David?”

And David said: “It is my voice,
my lord, O king.” And he added:
“Why does my lord pursue his serv-

DAVID SPARES SAUL’S LIFE

David arose one night and came to
where Saul had set up his tent. David
saw the place where Saul lay, and
Abner, the son of Ner, the captain of
his army, lay beside him. Saul lay in
the middle of the camp, and his men
were encamped around him.

So David took the spear and the jug
of water from beside Saul’s pillow, and

248

ant this way? What have I done? What
is the evil within me?”

Then Saul said: “I have sinned.
Return to me, my son David, for I
will never more do you any harm, be-
cause my life was precious to you this
day. I see now that I have been foolish
and very wrong.”

Then Saul blessed David. And David
went on his way, and Saul returned to
the palace.




SAUL
AND THE
SPIRIT OF

SAMUEL

OW the Philistines
gathered themselves
together and came
and pitched in Shu-
nem. Then Saul gathered all Israel to-
gether and they pitched in Gilboa. And
when Saul saw the army of the Philis-
tines, he was afraid and his heart
trembled greatly. But when Saul ques-
tioned the Lord, the Lord answered
him not.

Then Saul said to his servants:
“Seek me a woman that is a medium,
that I may go to her and inquire of
her.” And his servants said: ““There is
a woman that is a medium at Endor.”
So Saul disguised himself and came
to the woman by night. He said to
her: “I pray you, bring forth the spirit
whose name I shall give you.”

Then the woman said: ‘“Whom shall
I bring up to you?” And he said:
“Bring me up Samuel.” And when
the woman saw Samuel, she cried with
a loud voice and spoke to Saul, saying:
“Why have you deceived me? For
you are Saul.”

The king said to her: “Be not
afraid. What did you see? What is he
like?” She said: “An old man, and
he is covered with a robe.” And Saul
knew that it was Samuel, and he
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stoopad with b face 0 the ground,
and bowed hamsclf

And Sameel saxd to Saul: “Why
have you disturbed me” Saul said:
“1 am greatly distressed, for the Phi-
war agamst me, and
has departed from me, and no
longer answers me. Therefore I have
called you, that you may make known
to me what I shall do.”

Then Samuel said: “Why do you
ask me, seeing that the Lord has de-
parted from you, and has become
your enemy? The Lord has done to
you as he spoke by me: he has broken
up your kingdom and given it to
your neighbour, to David. Moreover,
the Lord will also deliver Israel with
you into the hand of the Philistines,
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and tomorrow ou
shall be with me.’}’/ i
Then Saul fel] flat on th
: € earth a
Wwas much afraid becauge of the worlc]i(:
i?]f Ejamu;l, :End there was no strength
m, for he had eaten
day nor all night, e
he woman saw that he w.
_ . as troubled
a?d said to him: “Let me set a morseel
of bread before you, and eat, that you
;nay have strength when you go on
our way.” But he refi id :
i used and said :
Then his servants to i
» together with th
Woman, compelled him to eat. H:
arose from the earth and sat upon a
l;led. Saul and hig Servants ate. Then
they rose up, gathered their things, and
went away in the night ;

I SAMUEL 28, 31
SAUL KILLS HIMSELF

Now the Philistines foy i
Israel and the men of Israe%hi;eggglgrsrf
before the Philistines and were slain by
the_m on Mount Gilbog. And the Phi-
listines followed closely after Saul and
his sons, and Saul himself was hard
pressed in the battle and severely
wounded by the Philistine archers.

- Then Saul said to his armour-bearer -

I_)rayv Your sword and run me through.
with It, lest these heathen kill me and
th&]? dl;honour my body,”

ut his armour-

e our-bearer dared not do
Theyefore Saul took a swor

upon 1t, and when the armoir?ggafglrl

saw that Saul was dead, he also fe]]

251




I SamueL 31

upon his sword and disd wath s me

So Saul perished with fns Sio== Soas
and his armour-bearer, 28 21 s mem
on that same day togsthesr

And when the men of =i w80
were on the other side of th= walles and
the other side of Jorden saw et Saul
and his sons were dead and &S army
defeated, they forsook the cames and
fled. And the Phiistmes came and
dwelt in them.
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DAVID’S LAMENT FOR
SAUL AND JONATHAN

When David learned of the death of
Saul and Jonathan, he tore his clothes
and fasted, and so did all the men who
were with him. They mourned and
wept and fasted until the evening, for
Saul and for Israel; because they had
fallen by the sword.

And David lamented with this lam-
entation over Saul and over Jona-
than his son.

The beauty of Israel is slain upon
thy high places:
How are the mighty fallen!
Tell it not in Gath,
Publish it not in the streets of Askelon,
Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,

II SAMUEL 1-2

Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised
triumph.
Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew.
Neither let there be rain upon you,
nor fields of offerings;
For there the shield of the mighty
is vilely cast away,
The shield of Saul, as though he
had not been anointed with oil.
From the blood of the slain,
from the fat of the mighty,
The bow of Jonathan turned not back,
And the sword of Saul returned not empty.
Saul and Jonathan were lovely
and pleasant in their lives,
And in their death they were not divided.
They were swifter than eagles,
They were stronger than lions.
Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
Who clothed you in scarlet,
with other delights,
Who put on ornaments of gold upon your
apparel.
How are the mighty fallen in the midst
of the battle!
O Jonathan, thou wast slain
in thine high places.
I am distressed for thee,
my brother Jonathan,
Very pleasant hast thou been unto me.
Thy love to me was wonderful,
passing the love of women.
How are the mighty fallen,
and the weapons of war perished!

And it came to pass after this that
the Lord told David to go up to He--
bron. So he took his people, every man
with his household and he led them
across the plain and into the city.
There they anointed him king over the
house of Judah.

But Abner, the son of Ner, captain
of Saul’s army, took Ishbosheth, the
son of Saul, and brought him to
Mahanaim, and made him king over
Gilead, and over the Ashurites, and
over all Israel. Ishbosheth was forty
years old when he began to reign over
Israel, and reigned two years. But -
David and the house of Judah were
stronger than they.
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DAVID
THE KING

ND it came to pass
that, after the death
of Abner and Ishbo-

p sheth, all the tribes
of Israel came to David in Hebron
and spoke saying: “Behold, we are
your bone and your flesh. Also, in
time past, when Saul was king over us.
you were our leader in Israel, and the
Lord said to you: ‘You shall feed my
people Israel and you shall be a cap-
tain over Israel.” "

So king David made a league with
them in Hebron before the Lord, and
they anointed David king over Israel.
David was thirty years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned forty
years. In Hebron he reigned over
Judah seven years and six months, and
in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and
three years over all Israel and Judah.

DAVID CAPTURES JERUSALEM

David and his men went to Jeru-
salem, to the Jebusites, the inhabitants
of the land, who spoke to him, saying:
“Except that you take away the blind
and the lame, you shall not come in
here.” Nevertheless, David encircled
and overtook the stronghold of Zion.

He dwelt in the fort, and called it
the city of David. And he built round
about from Millo and inward. And
David went on, and grew great, and
the Lord God of hosts was with him.
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THE HOUSE OF JUDAH SPREADS

After this it came to pass that David
smote the Philistines and subdued
them. And he smote Moab, and the
Moabites became David’s servants,
and brought gifts. David smote also
Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king
of Zobah, as he went to regain his
border at the river Euphrates.

David took from him a thousand
chariots and seven hundred horsemen
and twenty thousand footmen. And
when the Syrians of Damascus came
to help Hadadezer, David slew twenty-
two thousand of the Syrians. David
put garrisons in Syria and the Syrians
became Dawid’s servants and brought
gifts. And the Lord preserved David
wherever he went.

DAVID FINDS JONATHAN’S SON

But after all his victories David said,
“Is there any that is left of the house
of Saul, that I may show him kind-
ness for Jonathan’s sake?” A servant
of_' the house of Saul whose name was
Z_lba was called unto David. And the
king asked him, “Is there not any still
of the house of Saul that I may show
kindness unto him?” And Ziba said
unto the king, “Jonathan has a son
who is lame on his feet.” So the king
gave orders to fetch the son.

Now when the son of Jonathan,
whose name was Mephibosheth, had
come unto David, he fell on his face
and did reverence. And David said,
“Mephibosheth!” And he answered,
“Behold your servant!” David said
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unto him, *“Fear not: for I will show
you kindness for Jonathan, your fa-
ther’s sake and I will restore to you
all the lands of Saul your grandfather;
and you shall eat with me at my table
continually.” And Mephibosheth said,
“Why should you be so kind unto
such a dead dog as I am?”

_Then the king called to Ziba, and
said unto him, “I have given to your
master's grandson all that belonged
to Saul. You and your sons, and your
servants, shall till the land for him,
and shall bring in fruits that your mas-
ter’s son may have food to eat: but
Mephibosheth your master’s son shall
eat bread always at my table.” So
Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem and
dined always at David’s table and was
lame on both his feet.




DAVID
AND
BATHSHEBA

T was the time when
kings go forth to
battle, and David
sent Joab, his gen-
eral, and his servants with him, and
they destroyed the children of Ammon
and besieged Rabbah. But David re-
mained in Jerusalem.

One evening he rose from his bed
and walked on the roof of his palace.
He saw a very beautiful woman and
sent to ask who she was. He was
told: “She is Bathsheba, the daugh-
ter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the
Hittite.”

David fell in love with Bathsheba,
and he sent to Joab, saying: ““Send
me Uriah the Hittite.”

So Joab sent Uriah to David, and
when he came the king asked how
Joab and the army were, and how the
war prospered. Then he gave Uriah
food and told him he could go to his
own home. But Uriah slept at the
door of the king’s house with all the
servants of his lord.

The next morning David asked him
why he had not gone to his own home,
and Uriah answered: “The ark and
Israel and Judah live in tents, and my
lord Joab and thg servants of my lord
are encamped in the open fields. Shall
I go home to my wife to eat and drink
and sleep in comfort? As the Lord lives,
and as your soul lives, I cannot do
such a thing.”
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David said: “Wait until tomorrow
and I shall let you go back.”

Then David wrote a letter to Joab
and sent it to him by the hand of
Uriah. In it he said: “Set Uriah in
the forefront of the hottest battle, and
withdraw from him, so that he may be
smitten and die.”

When Joab was besieging the city,
he assigned Uriah to a place where the
bravest defenders were. The men of the
city came out and fought with Joab,
and some of his soldiers were killed,
and among them was Uriah the Hittite.

When Bathsheba learned that Uriah
was dead she wept for him. But when
the days of her mourning were past,
David sent and fetched her to his
house, and she became his wife and
bore him a son.

But the thing that David had done
displeased the Lord. And the Lord
sent Nathan to David.

DAVID JUDGES HIMSELF

Nathan came and said to him:
“There were two men in one city, one
rich and the other poor. The rich man
had many flocks and herds, but the
poor man had nothing except one
little ewe lamb which he had bought
and reared, so that it grew up with
him and his children. It ate from his
hand and drank from his cup. and he
carried it in his arms, and it was like
a daughter to him. And a traveller
came to the rich man and asked for
a meal. His host spared his own flocks
and herds, but he took the poor man’s
lamb and killed and cooked it for the
wayfarer.”

When David heard this he was very
angry, and he said to Nathan: “As
the Lord lives, the man that has done
this thing must surely die. And he
must refund the value of the lamb four
times over, because he did this thing
and had no pity.”

R O REREEEEE——==——

And Nathan said to David: “You
are the man! The Lord God of Israel
has given you so much, why have you
disregarded the commandment of the
Lord and done evil in his sight? You
killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword
of the children of Ammon and took
his wife to be your wife.”

David said to Nathan:
sinned before the Lord.”

_Nathan said: “The Lord has for-
given you your sin, and you shall not
die. But because this deed has given
rise to talk among the enemies of the
Lord, the child that has been born to
you will surely die.”

Having said this, Nathan went back
to his own home.

The child of Bathsheba and David
fell sick, and David prayed to God,
and fasted, and lay all night on the
ground. He would neither eat nor drink,
but on the seventh day the child died.

The servants of David were afraid
to tell him that the child was dead, for
they said: “While the child was still
alive he would not listen when we
spoke to him, so how will he be when
we tell him that it is dead?”

“I have
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But David saw that his servants were
whispering together, and he knew that
.thg child was dead. He asked them
if it was so, and they said: “He is
dead.”

Then David arose and washed and

anointed himself, and changed his
clothes and came into the house of
the Lord and worshipped. Then he went
into his own house and when he re-
quired, they set bread before him and
he sat down to eat.
: His servants asked him: “How is
it that you fasted and wept for the
child while it was alive, and now
that it is dead, you get up and eat
again?”

He said: “While the child was still
alive, I fasted and wept, for I thought
‘Whp can tell whether God will be
gracious unto me, and allow the child
to live?” But now that he is dead, why
should I go on fasting? Can I bring
him back again? I shall go to him, but

he cannot return to me.”

‘Then David consoled Bathsheba his
wife, and in due course they had an-
other son whom they called Solomon,
and the Lord loved him.




DAVID
AND

ABSALOM

N all Israel there was
“ == no handsomer man
™= than Absalom, the
king’s favourite son.
From the sole of his foot to the crown
of his head, there was no blemish in
him. He cut his hair every year when
it became too heavy for his head, and-
his hair weighed two hundred shekels
on the king’s scales.

And king David loved Absalom
very dearly.

Absalom had chariots and horses
and fifty men to attend him. He
would rise early in the morning and
wait at the gate near the place of
judgment, and if anybody came with
a case to lay before the king, Absalom
would call unto him and ask where he
came from. If the man said that he
was an Israelite, Absalom would say:
“You are certainly in the right, but
there is nobody here to represent you.
If T were judge, any man could come
to me with his cause and I would do
him justice.”

If any man came to bow down to
Absalom he would have none of it,
but took him by the hand and kissed
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him. And so Absalom stole the hearts
of the men of Israel.

One day he said to the king: “Let
me go to Hebron to fulfil a vow which
I made to the Lord while I was in
Syria.” ;

King David said: “Go in peace.”

So Absalom went to Hebron, and
he sent spies throughout all the tribes
of Israel, saying: “As soon as you
hear the sound of a trumpet, then you
must proclaim that Absalom rules in
Hebron.”

Absalom had with him two hundred
men from Jerusalem who knew nothing
of the conspiracy, and more and more
people turned to Absalom.

Then a messenger came to David
and warned him and he said to all his
servants: “We must flee, or otherwise
we shall not be able to escape from
Absalom.” So he fled from Jerusalem
with all his household, but the ark
of the Lord and Zadok the priest re-
mained in the city.

So there was war between David
and his son Absalom. David divided
his army into three parts and he was
prepared to go forth with it, but his
people said: “You must not go forth,
for nobody cares about us except you.
You are worth ten thousand of us, so
it is better that you should lead us
from inside the city.”

David said: “I will do whatever
you think best.”

He stood by the gate and the people
came out by the hundreds and thou-
sands. He spoke to his commanders,
Joab and Abishai and Ittai, and said:
“Deal gently, for my sake, with the
young man, Absalom.” And all the
people heard what he said about
Absalom.

A great battle was fought in the
wood of Ephraim, and the people of
Israel were defeated by the armies of
David, and twenty thousand men were
killed.
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ABSALOM IS KILLED

Absalom met the servants of David.
He was riding a horse, and the horse
went under a great oak, and Absa-
lom’s head was caught up in the thick
boughs of the oak, so that he dangled
between heaven and earth, and his
horse galloped away from beneath
him. A man saw him there and told
Joab, saying: “I have seen Absalom,
hanging in an oak.”

Joab said: “Since you saw him
why did you not strike him to the
ground? I would have given you ten
shekels of silver.”

The man said: “Not for a thousand
shekels of silver would I raise my
hand against the king’s son, for I
heard the king telling you and Abishai
and Ittai not to touch the young
man Absalom. It would have been
as much as my life was worth, for
nothing can be hidden from the king,
and you yourself would have blamed
e &

“I cannot tarry thus with you,” said
Joab. He took three darts in his hand
and thrust them into the heart of
Absalom, who was still alive and hang-
ing from the oak. And ten of Joab’s
young men surrounded Absalom and
stabbed him to death.

DAVID RECEIVES THE NEWS

David sat between the two gates and
the watchman went up to the roof
over the gate by the wall, and saw a
man running toward the city. The
watchman told the king, and the king
said: “If he is alone, he must be
coming with news.”

Then the watchman® saw another
man and he said to the king: “The
first man runs very much like Ahimaaz
the son of Zadok.”

The king said: “He is a good man;
he will be coming with good news.”

Ahimaaz called up to the king and
said: “All is well.”

Then he fell on his face before the
king and said: “Blessed be the Lord
God which has delivered up the men
who lifted their hand against my lord
the king.”

The king said: “Is the young man
Absalom safe?”

Ahimaaz said: *“When Joab sent me

and the other messenger, everything
was 1n great confusion, and I do not
know what was happening.”

The king said: “Go, and stand

. aside.”

Then the other messenger, Cushi,
a;rived, and he said: “News, my lord
king. The Lord has avenged you on
those who rebelled against you.”

And the king said to Cushi: “Is

the young man Absalom safe?”

Cushi said: “May the enemies of
my lord the king and all that seek to
harm you, be as Absalom is now!”

The king was greatly distressed, and
he went up to the chamber over the
gate, weeping and saying: “O my
son Absalom, my son, my son Ab-
salom. Would to God I had died for
you, O Absalom, my son, my son!”




iTHE DEATEL
OF DAVID

OW King David was
old and stricken in
years; they wrapped
him in clothes but
he lost strength daily. The end of his
life drew near and he knew that he
must die.

He sent for his son Solomon and
charged him, saying: “I go the way of
all the earth; therefore you must be
strong and show yourself to be a man.
Keep the commandments of the Lord
your God and walk in his ways. Obey
his statutes and abide by his word as
it is written in the law of Moses. Then
the Lord will fulfil his promises that
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he made to me, saying: ‘If thy chil-
dren take heed to their way, to walk
before me in truth with all their heart
and all their soul, there shall always
be male children for the throne of
Israel.” You know what I have en-
dured. Be wise therefore in all that you
do.”

And in his last words to the people,
David spoke of the qualities of king-
ship in these words: “The God of
Israel spoke to me, saying:

‘He that ruleth over men must be
just, ruling in the fear of God. And he
shall be as the light of the morning
when the sun rises, as a morning with-
out clouds; as tender grass, springing
out of the earth, in clear sunshine
after rain.””

So David slept with his fathers and
was buried in the city of David, after
reigning over Israel for forty years:
seven years in Hebron and thirty-three
years in Jerusalem.

And Solomon sat on the throne of
David his father, and ruled over his
kingdom.

THE TIME
OF

~ THE
PROPHETS




THEWISDOM
Ot
SOLOMON

FTER Solomon
succeeded his father
\gl David on the throne
: == of Israel, he went one
day to the holy place Gibeon to offer
sacrifice to the Lord, for the temple of
the Lord was not yet built. And while
Solomon was in Gibeon God appeared
to him in a dream, saying: “Ask of me
whatever I am to give you.”
~ Solomon answered: “O Lord God, I
am your servant. You have made me
king instead of David my father, and I
am like a little child. I do not know how
to go out or come in. I am in the midst
of your great people whom you have
chosen, so great a people that they can-
not be numbered or counted.

“Give, therefore, to your servant an
understanding heart to judge your peo-
ple, that I may judge between good and
bad. For who is able to judge so great
a people as yours?”

God was much pleased that Solomon
asked this thing. And God said to him:
“Because you have asked for this thing,
and have not asked for long life for
yourself, nor for riches for yourself, nor
for the life of your enemies, but have
asked for understanding to make wise
judgments, you will see that I have done
just as you asked. Lo, I have given you
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a wise and understanding heart, so that
there has never been anyone like you
before, nor shall anyone like you arise
after you.

“And I have also given you that
which you have not asked, both riches
and honour, so that there will not be
anyone who is your equal among the
kings all your days.

“And if you will walk in my ways,
and obey my laws and my command-
ments, as your father David did, then I
will lengthen your days.”

Then Solomon awoke and knew that
it was a dream. He went to Jerusalem
and stood before the ark of the cove-
nant of the Lord, and offered up burnt
offerings and peace offerings, and made
a feast for all his servants.

SOLOMON GIVES PROOF OF HIS
JUDGMENT

Then there came two women to the
king, and stood before him.

The one woman said: “O my lord,
this woman and I live in one house, and
I bore a child in the house with her.
And it happened that three days after-
ward, this woman bore a child too. We
were together, and there was no one
else in the house with the two of us.
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“This woman’s child died in the night
and she arose at midnight and took my
son from beside me, while your hand-
maid slept, and she took him in her
arms and laid her dead child in my
arms.

“And when I rose in the morning to
nurse my child, I saw that it was dead.
But when I had looked at it in the
daylight, I found that it was not my
own son.”

The other woman said: “No. the
living is my son, and the dead is your
son.”

And the first woman said: “No, the
dead is your son and the living is my
son.”

Thus they argued before the king.

Then the king said:

“The one says, ‘This is my son that is
alive, and your son is the dead child,’
the other says, ‘No, your son is the
dead one, and my son is the living”.”” So
the king said : ““Bring me a sword.” And
they brought him a sword. “Divide the
living child in two,” he said, “‘and give
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half to the one and half to the other.”

Then the mother to whom the living
child belonged spoke to the king, for
her heart ached for her son, and she
said: “‘O Lord, give her the living child,
but by no means kill it.”

But the other said: “Let it be neither
mine nor yours, but divide it.”

Then the king answered and said:
“Give the first woman the living child,
and by no means kill it. She is the
mother of it.”

All Israel heard of the judgment
which the king had handed down, and
they respected the king. For they saw
that the wisdom of God was in him,
to give judgments.

And God gave Solomon great wis-
dom and understanding, and largeness
of heart as the sand that is on the
seashore. And Solomon’s wisdom ex-
celled the wisdom of all the children of
the east country and all the wisdom of
Egypt. For he was wiser than all men,
and his fame spread through all nations
round about.

THE
BUILDING
Ol
THE TEMPLE

OW in the four hun-
dred and eightieth
year after the chil-
’ #e="V"  dren of Israel had
come out of the land of Egypt, Solo-
mon, in the fourth year of his reign,
began to build a temple to the Lord.
The house of the Lord which king
Solomon built was ninety feet long and
thirty feet broad, and the height of it
was forty-five feet. There was a broad
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porch before the temple, and it had
windows of narrow lights, and many
chambers.

The house was built of stone made
ready before it. was brought there, so
that there was no sound of a hammer
or axe or any tool in the house while it
was being built.

The walls and floors and ceilings of
the house were of boards of cedar, and
Solomon covered the floers with planks
of fir.

And he covered the whole house with
pure gold, and the whole altar in the
holy of holies was covered with pure
gold. Within the holy of holies he had
two cherubim of olive wood, each fif-
teen feet high, and their wings touched
in the middle of the room. They too
were overlaid with gold.

All the walls and the doors were
carved with cherubim and with palm
trees and flowers, all covered with gold,
and in the inner court were three rows
of hewed stone columns, and a row of
cedar beams.
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Solomon caused all the vessels that
belonged to the house of the Lord to
be made of gold likewise. The altar was
of gold, and the candlesticks of pure
gold, before the holy of holies, with
flowers and lamps and tongs of gold;
and bowls and snuffers and basins and
spoons and censers of pure gold, and
hinges of gold on the doors of the
temple.

The house was seven years in the
building. Then the work was finished
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which king Solomon had done for the
house of the Lord. And Solomon
brought in the things which David his
father had dedicated. The silver and the
gold and the vessels he put among the
treasures of the house of the Lord.

Then Solomon assembled the elders
of Israel and all the heads of the tribes,
that they might bring the ark of the
Lord’s covenant into the temple at
Jerusalem.

The priests brought the ark of the

covenant into the holy of holies, under
the spread wings of the cherubim.
There was nothing in the ark except the
two tablets of stone which Moses had
put there at Horeb when the Lord made
a covenant with the children of Israel
when they came out of the land of
Egypt.

And it came to pass, when the priests
had come out of the holy place, that a
cloud filled the house of the Lord, so
that the priests could not stand to

minister, because of the glory of the
Lord which filled the house of the
Lord.

And Solomon blessed all the congre-
gation of Israel and said:

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel.
I have built a house for the Lord and
have set there a place for the ark
wherein is the covenant of the Lord,
which he made with our fathers, in the
days when he brought them out of the
land of Egypt.”
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SOLOMON

AND THE

QUEEN OF
SHEBA

HEN the queen of
Sheba heard of the
fame of Solomon,

WRESRSPSET " she came to see him
and to test him with hard questions.
She- arrived in Jerusalem with a very
great train of attendants, with camels
carrying spices, and much gold and
precious stones. And when she had
come to Solomon, she told him all the
things that were on her mind. And
Solomon answered all her questions,
for there was nothing that he did not
know.

And when the queen of Sheba had
heard Solomon’s wisdom, and seen the
house that he had built, the food at his
table. his servants, the magnificence of
his mimisters and his cupbearers and
the entrance to the temple which he
had built, there was no mare spirit in
her.

She saxd to the king: “What I heard
in my own couniry about your wisdom
and your deeds was all true. But I could
not believe it wntill I had seen for
myself. So I came. and behold. the half
was not told me. Happy the men and
happy the scrvants who stand contm-
nally before you and Bsiem to your
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words of wisdom. Blessed be the Lord
vour God who favours you and has
made you ruler over Israel. The Lord
loved Israel for ever, therefore he made
you king to do judgment and justice.”

She gave the king a hundred and
twenty talents of gold, and great stores
of spices and precious stones. Never
before had there been so many spices
as those which the queen of Sheba gave
to king Solomon.

In exchange king Solomon gave the
queen of Sheba everything that she
desired and whatever she asked for.
And so she went back to her own
country, she and her servants.

Solomon grew very rich; he made a
great throne of ivory and overlaid it
with the best gold. All his drinking
vessels were of gold and he had at sea
a great navy which brought to his
kingdom not only gold but silver and
ivory and apes and peacocks. On land
Solomon had an army of twelve thou-
sand horsemen and one thousand four
hundred chariots.

SOLOMON DIES AND
THE KINGDOM IS DIVIDED

King Solomon exceeded all the kings
of the earth for riches and wisdom and
all the earth sought to hear the wisdom
which God had put in his head. But in
his riches and his splendour Solomon
turned to evil ways. The Lord became
angry with him for he burned incense
and sacrificed unto other gods. The
Lord made adversaries to rise up
against him and among those who
opposed him was Jeroboam, the son of
one of his servants and a mighty man
of valour.

And through a prophet, Ahijah the
Shihonite, God spoke to Jeroboam
saying:

“Because Solomon has not kept my
ways and done what is right in my eyes,

as did David his father, I will rend the
kingdom out of his hands, and will give
ten tribes to you. You shall be king over
Israel but his son Rehoboam shall reign
over one {ribe in Jerusalem, the city
where I have chosen to put my name.”

succeeded by his son.
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And God did as he had promised.
Solomon had reigned in Jerusalem over
all Israel for forty years. He died and
was buried in the city of David, his
father. And Rehoboam reigned in
Solomon’s stead, but Israel under Jero-
boam rose up against him. Jeroboam
was made king over all Israel and
reigned for twenty-two years. Reho-
boam reigned seventeen years over
Jerusalem and there was war between
Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their
days. And when each king died, he was




ELIJAH
A PROPHET
OF ISRAEL

The division in 922 B.C. of the united
kingdom of Israel into two parts, the
northern kingdom of Israel and the south-
ern kingdom of Judah, was a momen-
tous event in the history of the Hebrews.
After about fifty years, a king named
Ahab succeeded to the throne of Israel.
He married Jezebel, daughter of the
king of the Zidonians, and built an altar
and a temple to the heathen god, Baal,
in his capital city of Samaria. He was
sternly rebuked for his evil ways and
worship of Baal by the prophet, Elijah.

LIJAH the Tishbite,
an inhabitant of
Gilead, said to Ahab:

— “As the Lord God
of Israel lives, before whom I stand,
there will not be dew nor rain for years,
unless I say the word.”

Then the word of the Lord came to
Elijah, saying: “Get away from here
and turn eastward and hide yourself by
the brook Cherith, which is this side
of Jordan. There you shall drink of the
brook, and I have commanded ravens
to feed you there.”
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So he went and did as the Lord had
commanded, and lived by the brook
Cherith. And the ravens brought him
bread and meat in the morning and
again bread and meat in the evening,
and he drank of the brook.

It came to pass, after a while, that
the brook dried up, because there had
been no rain in the land.

Then the word of the Lord came to
him, saying: “Get up and go to Zare-
phath, which belongs to Zidon, and
live there. You will find I have com-
manded a widow there to feed you.”

ELIJAH HEALS
THE WIDOW’S SON

And when Elijah arrived at the gate
of Zarephath he saw that the widow
was there gathering sticks.

He called to her and said: “Fetch me,
I beg of you, a little water in a vessel,
so that I may have a drink.” And as she
was going to fetch it, he called to her
and said: “Please bring me a morsel of
bread.”

She said: “As the Lord your God
lives, I have not a loaf, but only a

handful of meal in a barrel, and a little
oil in a jar. As you see, I am gathering
two sticks, that I may go in and pre-
pare it for myself and my son, so that
we may eat it and die.”

Elijah said to her: “Do not fear. Go
and do as you have said; but make me
a little cake of it first, and bring it to
me, and afterwards make some for your-
self and for your son. For the Lord God
of Israel has said: ‘The barrel of meal
shall not be empty, nor the jar of oil
fail, until the day when the Lord sends
rain upon the earth.” ”

She went and did as Elijah told her,
and she and Elijah and her household
ate for many days.

But it happened, after these things,
that the son of the woman fell sick, and
his sickness was so severe that there was
no breath left in him.

The woman said to Elijah: “What
have I done to you, O man of God?
Have you come to me to remind me of
my sins, and to kill my son?”

“Give me your son,” he said to her,
and he took him from her arms and
carried him up to a loft where he stayed,
and laid him upon his own bed.

Then he cried to the Lord and said:
“O Lord my God, have you brought
evil upon the widow with whom I am
staying, by killing her son?”

Then he stretched himself out upon
the child three times and cried to the
Lord, and said: “O Lord my God, I beg
you, let this child’s soul come back to
him.”

The Lord heard the voice of Elijah,
and the soul of the child came to him
again, and he breathed. Then Elijah
took the child and brought him down
from the loft into the house, and gave
him to his mother. And Elijah said:
“See, your child lives!”

And the woman said to Elijah: ‘“‘Now
by this I know that you are a man of
God, and that the word of the Lord
which you preach is the truth.”
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ELIJAH
AND THE
PRIESTS OF
BAAL

ND it came to pass
after many days, that
the word of the Lord
came to Elijah in the
third’ year of the famine, saying: “Go
and show yourself to Ahab, and I will
send rain upon the earth.” And Elijah
went to show himself to king Ahab.

When king Ahab saw Elijah, he said
to him: “Are you the man who troubles
Israel?”

Elijah answered: “It is not I who
have troubled Israel, but you and your
father’s house, by forsaking the com-
mandments of the Lord and following
Baalim.

“Now send out and gather together
all Israel at Mount Carmel, and the
four hundred and fifty prophets of
Baal, and the four hundred prophets of
the groves who eat at queen Jezebel’s
table.”

So Ahab sent word to all the children
of Israel and gathered the prophets
together at Mount Carmel.

Then Elijah came before all the
people and said: “How long will you
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waver between two beliefs? If the Lord
is God, follow him; if Baal, follow
him.”

The people answered not a word.

Then Elijah said to the people: “I,
and I alone, remain a prophet of the
Lord, but the prophets of Baal are four
hundred and fifty men. Let them, then,
get us two young bulls and let them
choose one bull for themselves, and cut
it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but
put no fire under it. And I will dress the
other bull and lay it on the wood and
put no fire under it.

“Then you call on the name of your
gods, and I will call on the name of the
Lord, and the God that answers with
fire, let him be God.”

And all the people answered and
said: “It is well spoken.”

Elijah said to the prophets of Baal:
“Choose one bull for yourselves and
dress it first, for there are many of you.
Call on the name of your gods, but do
not put any fire under it.”

They took the bull which was given
them, and they dressed it and called on
the name of Baal from morning until
noon, saying: “O Baal, hear us.” But
there was no voice nor any answer,
though they leaped upon the altar they
had made.

At noon Elijah mocked them and
said: “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either
he is talking, or he is busy, or he is on
a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and
must be awakened.”

They cried aloud, and cut themselves,
as was their custom, with knives and
lances, until the blood gushed out upon
their robes.

When midday was past, they wor-
shipped before the altar until time for
the evening sacrifice, and still there was
neither a voice nor any answer nor any
sign that their gods had heard them.

Then Elijah said to all the people:
“Come near to me.”

All the people gathered around him
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Then he walked up to the altar of the
Lord which had been broken down.
Elijah took twelve stones, according to
the number of the tribes of the sons of
Jacob which made up Israel. With the
stones he built an altar in the name of
the Lord, and he made a trench round
the altar, large enough to hold two
measures of seed. He put the wood in
corder, and cut the young bull in pieces
and laid it on the wood.

Then he said: “Fill four barrels with
water and pour it on the burnt sacrifice
and on the wood.”

When they had done this, he said:
“Do it a second time,” and they did it
a second time. And he said: “Do it a
third time,” and they did it a third
time.

The water ran around the altar, and
he filled the trench with water, too.

Then when it was time for the of-
fering of the evening sacrifice, Elijah the
prophet came near and said: “Lord
God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel,
let it be known today that you are the
God in Israel, and that I am your
servant and have done all these things
at your command.

“Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this
people may know that you are the Lord
God, and that you may have their
hearts again.”

Then the fire of the Lord came down
and consumed the burnt sacrifice and
the wood and the stones and the dust,
and licked up the water that was in the
trench.

When all the people saw it, they fell
on their faces and said: “The Lord he
is the God; the Lord he is the God.”

And Elijah said to them: “Take the
prophets of Baal; let not one of them
escape.”

And they took them; and Elijah
brought them down to the brook
Kishon and slew them there. And by
evening the rains came and thus the
famine was ended.
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THE S TITLE
SMALL
VOICE

HAB recounted to
Jezebel the story of
all that Elijah had
done, and how he
had slain all the prophets of Baal.

So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah,
saying: “Let the gods do to me and
more still, if by this time tomorrow I do
not take your life as you have taken
theirs.”

When Elijah heard this he arose and
fled for his life, and went to Beersheba,
where he left his servant. And he him-
self went a further day’s journey into
the wilderness and sat down under a
juniper tree.

He prayed that he might die, and
said: “It is enough, Lord. Take away
my life, for I am no better than my
fathers.”

Then he lay down and slept under the
tree and an angel awoke him, saying:
“Arise and eat.”

Elijah saw a cake and jar of water at
his head, so he ate and drank, and slept
again; and again the angel awakened
him to eat. And fortified by the food,
he travelled forty days and nights until
he arrived at Mount Horeb.

He lived there ih a cave and the
word of the Lord came to him, asking:
“What are you doing here, Elijah?”

280

Elijah said: “T have cared greatly
for the Lord God of hosts, but the
children of Israel have forsaken your
covenants, thrown down your altars
and slain your prophets with the sword.
Only I remain, and they are seeking to
kill me.”

God said: “Go forth, and stand upon
the mountain.”

He did so, and a great wind blew
upon the mountain and smashed the
rocks, but the Lord was not in the
wind. After the wind came an earth-

quake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake; and after the earthquake a
fire, but the Lord was not in the fire;
and after the fire, a still small voice.

When Elijah heard the voice, he
wrapped his face in his mantle and
stood in the opening of the cave.

And the voice said: “What are you
doing here, Elijah?”

And Elijah said: “I have cared
greatly for the Lord God of hosts, but
the children of Israel have forsaken
your covenant, and thrown down your

altars and slain your prophets with the
sword. Only I remain, and they are
seeking to kill me.”

The Lord said to him: “Go to
Damascus and anoint Hazael to be
king over Syria; and anoint Jehu, son
of Nimshi, to be king over Israel; and
Elisha, the son of Shaphat, shall you
anoint to be prophet after you.”

So Elijah departed and found Elisha
whom the Lord had named working at
the plough. And Elisha arose and went
after Elijah and became his servant.
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NABOTH’S
VINEYARD

ABOTH the Jezreel-
ite had a vineyard
5 . which was situated

———— @ close to-the palace of
Ahab, the king of Samaria.

Ahab said to Naboth: “Give me your
vineyard, that I may turn it into a herb
garden, for it is so near my house. In
exchange I will give you a better vine-
yard, or if you prefer, I will give you its
value in money.”

Naboth answered: “The Lord forbid
that I should give you the land which
I have inherited from my forefathers.”

Ahab went back to his house, de-
pressed and vexed because of what
Naboth had said. He lay down on his
bed and turned his face to the wall and
refused to eat.

Jezebel, his wife, came in and said:
“Why are you so sad that you refuse
to eat?”

Ahab said: “Because I asked Naboth
to let me have his vineyard, and I
offered to pay for it or give him another
vineyard in exchange, but he would
have none of it.” -

Jezebel said: “Are you not king of
Israel? Get up, eat and be merry, and
I shall see to-it that you get Naboth’s
vineyard.”
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She wrote letters in Ahab’s name and
sealed them with his seal, and sent them
to the elders and the nobles who lived
in the same city as Naboth. In the letters
she wrote: “Proclaim a fast and set
Naboth on high among the people, and
set two men, sons of Belial, before him,
to testify against him and say that he
has blasphemed against God and the
king. Then take him out of the city and
stone him until he dies.”

The elders and nobles of the city did
as Jezebel had instructed them. They
proclaimed a fast, accused Naboth of
blasphemy, and stoned him to death.
Then they sent a message to Jezebel,
saying: “Naboth is stoned and dead.”

When Jezebel heard this, she said to
Ahab: “Go and take possession of
Naboth’s vineyard which he refused to
sell to you, for he is no longer alive.”

So Ahab went down and took pos-
session of the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite.

But the word of the Lord came to
Elijah the Tishbite, and he went down

I Kings 21

to see Ahab, who was in the vineyard

which he had taken from Naboth.

‘ And as Elijah came, Ahab said:

‘Hay'e you found me, O my enemy?”
Elijah said: “I have found you,

be_capse you have sold yourself to work
evil in the eyes of the Lord. The Lord
will bring evil upon you and destroy
your posterity, and the dogs shall eat
Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.”

When Ahab heard these words he
rent hls.clothes and fasted and went
humbly 1n sackcloth and ashes. Because
of his humility God told Elijah: *“I will
not bring the evil in his days; but in
his son’s days I will bring the evil upon
his house.”
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THE
PARTING
OF ELIJAH
AND ELISHA

" ND it came to pass
/€ that when the Lord
*" decided to take Eli-

SERESSS jah up into heaven in
a Whll‘]Wlnd Elijah was with Elisha, his
faithful follower, in Gilgal. Setting out
from Gilgal together, Elijah and Elisha
went to Bethel and Jericho.

And the followers of the prophets
who were at Jericho came to Elisha and
said to him: “Do you know that the
Lord is going to take away your master
from you today?”

He said: ““Yes, I know it. Hold your

ace.”

And Elijah said to him: “Wait here,
I beg you, for the Lord has told me to
go to Jordan.”

But Elisha said to him: “As the Lord
lives, and as your soul lives, I will not
leave you.”

So the two went on. And fifty of the
followers of the prophets went and
stood at a distance to watch. Elijah and
Elisha stood beside the Jordan.

Elijah took his mantle and folded it
over, and struck the waters so that they
were divided on either side, and the two
men went across on dry ground.
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It happened, when they had crossed
over, that Elijah said to Elisha: “Ask
what you will of me, before I am taken
away from you.”

Elisha said: “Let a double portion of
your spirit be upon me, I beg of you.”

“You have asked a hard thing,” Eli-
jah said. ““Nevertheless, if you see me
when I am taken from you, you shall
have your wish; but if not, you shall not
have it.”

It happened, as they went on and
talked together, that a chariot of fire
and horses of fire appeared, and swept
them apart; and Elijah went up by a
whirlwind into heaven.

Elisha saw it, and he cried: “My
father, my father! The chariot of Israel
and its horsemen!” Then he could not
see Elijah any more, and he took hold
of his own robe and ripped it in two.

He picked up Elijah’s mantle, which
had fallen from him, and went back and
stood by the bank of the Jordan. He
took Elijah’s mantle and struck the
waters and said: “Where is the Lord
God of Elijah?” And when he had
struck the waters, they parted on either
side of him and Elisha crossed over.

When the followers of the prophets
who had come to watch saw him, they
said: “The spirit of Elijah rests on
Elisha.”

And they came to meet him, and
bowed themselves to the ground before
him.

And the men of Jericho said to him:
“You can see that the situation of the
city is pleasant, but the water is bad
and the ground barren.”

Elisha said: “Bring me a new jar and
put salt in it.”

They did so and he went to the
source of the water and threw in the
salt and said: “The Lord says that
these waters are healed and they will
cause no more death or barren lands.”
So the waters were healed for ever
according to the word of Elisha.
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ELISHA HEALS A LEPER

Naaman, captain of the army of the
king of Syria, was a great man among
his master’s followers, and honourable.
Through him, the Lord had granted
freedom to Syria. He was a man of
great courage; but he was a leper.

The Syrians had gone out by com-
panies and had brought back as a cap-
tive out of the land of Israel a little girl.
She was a maidservant to Naaman’s
wife.

She said to her mistress: “I would to
God my lord were with the prophet
who is in Samaria, for he would cure
him of his leprosy.”

When the king of Syria heard what
the girl had spoken, he said: “Go now,
go, and I will send a letter to the king
of Israel.”

Naaman departed with the letter, and
took with him ten talents of silver, and
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six thousand pieces of gold, and ten
complete changes of clothing.

He delivered to the king of Israel the
letter, which said: “When you receive
this letter, you will see that I have sent
to you with it Naaman, my servant,
that you may cure him of his leprosy.”

When the king of Israel had read the
letter, he tore his clothes and said: “Am
I God, to kill and to make alive, that
this man sends a man to me to be cured
of his leprosy? Take heed, for he seeks
to pick a quarrel with me.”

Now when Elisha, the man of God,
heard that the king of Israel was trou-
bled, he sent word to the king, saying:
“Why did you tear your clothes? Let
the man come to me, and he shall know
that there is a prophet in Israel.”

So Naaman came with his horses and
his chariot, and stood at the door of the
house of Elisha.

Elisha sent a messenger to him, say-
ing: “Go and wash in the Jordan seven
times, and your flesh will be healed
again, and you will be well.”

But Naaman was angry and turned
away, saying: “I had thought, ‘He will
surely come out to me and stand there
and call on the name of the Lord his
God and strike his hand on the place
and cure the leprosy.” Are not Abana
and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus,
better than all the waters of Israel? May
I not wash in them and be cured?”

His servants spoke to him, and said:
“My father, if the prophet Elisha had
ordered you to do some difficult thing,
would you not have done it? How much
better to obey when he says to you,
‘Wash and be made well.”

Then Naaman went and dipped him-
self seven times in the Jordan, just as
the man of God had said, and his flesh
was once again like the flesh of a little
child, and he was well.

He went back to the man of God, he
‘and all his company, and came and
stood before him, and he said: “Now

I know that there is no God in all the
earth but in Israel. And so I beg of you
to accept a token of your servant’s
gratitude.”
But Elisha said: “As the Lord lives,
I will accept nothing. Go in peace.”
And Naaman went on his way.

ELISHA’S SERVANT FOLLOWS
NAAMAN

But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha,
said to himself: “See, my master has
refused to accept the gift offered by this
Naaman the Syrian. As the Lord lives, 1
will run after him and obtain something
for myself.”

So Gehazi followed Naaman, and
when Naaman saw him running after
him, he came down from his chariot
and went to meet him, and said: “Is all
well?” /

Gehazi said: “All is well. My master
has sent me to tell you that two young
men of the sons of the prophets have
Just now arrived from Mount Ephraim,
and will you give them a talent of silver
and two changes of garments?”’

Naaman said: “Be content, take two
talents.” And he packed two talents of
silver and the changes of clothing in
two bags and gave them to two of his
servants, and they carried them for
Gehazi.

II Kings 5

When he came to the tower, Gehazi
took the bags from them and put them
in the house, and told the men to £0.
Then he went and stood before his
master.

And Elisha said to him: “Where have
you been, Gehazi?”

He said: “Your servant has not been
anywhere.”

(Elisha said: “Did I not go in spirit
with you when the man left his chariot
to meet you? Is this the moment to
recerve money, and to receive garments
and olive groves, and vineyards and
sheep and oxen and menservants and
maidservants? The leprosy of which
Naaman was cured has passed over to
you a}'ld to your descendants for ever
more.”

And Gehazi went from his presence
a leper as white as snow.
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THE
ANOINTING
OF JEHU

The curing of Naaman took place
during one of the brief truces between
Israel and Syria, which more often than
not were fighting against each other. In
one battle, Ahab, king of Israel, was
killed. He was soon followed to the
throne of Israel by Joram, a son. Mean-
vhile, in the south, Ahaziah, a grandson
of Ahab, became king of Judah upon the
death of* his father, who had married a
daughter of Ahab. Jezebel, Ahab’s wife,
remained in Israel. Such was the situa-
tion when Elisha set about helping to
fulfil the prophecy of Elijah concerning
destruction of the ‘‘posterity of Ahab.”

LISHA the prophet

called one of his fol-

lowers and said to

him: “Go to Ra-

moth-Gilead and look for Jehu, the

son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi,

and cause him to leave his friends and

take him into an inner room. Then take

this vial of oil and pour it on his head

and say: ‘Thus says the Lord, I have

anointed you king over Israel.” Then
open the door and flee.”

So the young man, who was himself

a prophet, went to Ramoth-Gilead and
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told Jehu that be had a message for
him. Jehu arose and went into his
house, and the prophet poured oil on
to his head and said: “Thus says the
Lord God of Israel, I have anointed
you king over the people of the Lord,
even over Isracl. And you shall smite
the house of Ahab your master, that I
may avenge the blood of my servants
the prophets, and the blood of all the
servants of the Lord, at the hand of
Jezebel.”

Then the young man opened the door
and fled. Jehu went back to his people
and one of them said to him:

“Is all well? What did this madman
want with you?”

Jehu told them what the young man
had said and they blew on trumpets
and said: “Jehu is king.” So Jehu rode
in a chariot towards Jezreel, where king
Joram of Israel, son of Ahab, was lying

wounded after a battle with king
Hazael of Syria.

A watchman stood on the tower in
Jezreel and he saw the company of
Jehu approaching and told the king of
it. Joram said: “Send a horseman to
meet them and ask: ‘Do you come in
peace? ”’

So the horseman went to meet Jehu
and said: “The king asks if you come
n peace?” Jehu said: “What have you
to do with peace? Get behind me.”

As he did not return, the watchman
sent out another messenger who asked
Jehu the same question, and again Jehu
answered: “What have you to do with
peace? Get behind me.”

Then the watchman said: “The mes-
senger reached them, but he has not
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returned; and the driving is like the
driving of Jehu, for he drives furiously.”™

JEHU SLAYS JORAM

Joram said: “Make ready.” His
chariot was prepared, and together with
Ahaziah, king of Judah, king Joram
of Israel went forth to battle, and met
Jehu in the land that had belonged to
Naboth the Jezreelite. And Jehu drew
a bow with all his might and smote
Joram between his arms and the arrow
went out at his heart, and he sank down
in his chariot.

Then Jehu said to Bidkar, his cap-
tain: “Take him up and throw him
into the field of Naboth the Jezreelite,
for today the blood of Naboth and his
sons has been avenged on his own
ground.”

When Ahaziah saw what had hap-
pened, he fled by way of a garden house,
but Jehu followed and smote him; and
he fled to Megiddo and died there. Thus
Jehu overcame both Joram of Israel and
Ahaziah of Judah.

JEZEBEL 1S KILLED

When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel
heard about it. She painted her face
and dressed her hair and looked down
from a window. As Jehu entered
through the city gate, she said: “Was
there any peace for Zimri who killed
his master?”’

He looked up to the window and
said: “Who is on my side?”

Two or three servants looked down
at him, and he said: ‘“Throw her
down.” So they threw her down, and
he trod her underfoot.

When Jehu had come in, he ate and
drank, and said: “Go, see now this
accursed woman and bury her; for she
is a king’s daughter.”

And thus was fulfilled the prophecy
of Elijah the Tishbite concerning queen
Jezebel.
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THE
CROWNING
OF JOASH

Jehu completed his destruction of the
family of Ahab by slaying seventy of
his sons. After this he had all Israels
Baal worshippers put to death. Jeh's
slaying of a grandson of Ahab, king
Ahaziah of Judah, was to set in motion
further killings by Ahazial’s widowed
mother, Athaliah, who was eager to be
queen of Judah.

HEN Athaliah of
Judah saw that her
son Ahaziah was
dead, she caused all
the royal children to be put to death.

But Jehosheba, the wife of Jehoiada,
the high priest, rescued Joash, the son
of Ahaziah, by hiding him and his nurse
in the sleeping apartment, so that he
was not slain. The boy was concealed
for six years in the house of the Lord
with Jehosheba and Jehoiada, while
queen Athaliah reigned in Judah.

In the seventh year Jehoiada fetched
all the rulers and the chief captains,
and brought them to the house of the
Lord, and made a covenant with them.
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They swore a solemn oath to him, and
he brought them the king’s son saying:
“This is the thing you shall do. A third
of your number shall come into the
house of the Lord on the sabbath and
keep watch over the king’s house. A
third shall be at the gate of Sur; and
a third at the gate behind the guard, so
that the house of the Lord will be
safely guarded. The two companies
who go off duty on the sabbath will
also join in keeping the watch of the
house of the Lord. You shall guard the
king by surrounding him each man
with his sword in hand. If anyone
comes within the precincts, he shall be
killed. You shall remain with the king
both when he goes out and when he
comes in.”

The captains did as they were com-
manded, and Jehoiada gave them king
David’s spears and shields, which were
in the temple. The guards stood fully
armed throughout the temple, sur-
rounding the king, and Jehoiada pre-
sented the young Joash to them and
crowned him. They gave him the royal
insignia and anointed him, and all the
people clapped their hands and said:
“God save the king.”

When Athaliah heard the noise of
the guard and the people, she came to
the temple of the Lord. She looked in
and saw the king standing by a pillar,
as was the custom at a coronation, and
the princes and the trumpeters beside
him, and all the people rejoicing to the
sound of trumpets.

Athaliah rent her clothes and cried:
“Treason! Treason!”

Jehoiada said to the captains of the
host: “Take her out of the temple and
if anybody follows her, put him to
death with the sword. She must not die
within the precincts of the house of the
Lord.”

So they seized her and took her on
to the road by which horses approached
the palace. There she was slain.

Jehoiada made a covenan
the Lord and the king and tlﬁebgg)v;fen
that they should all be the Lord’s,
people. And the people of the land
went into the house of Baal and broke
it down. They smashed its altars and

its images and they slew Mattan
_ . th
prljest (1)1f Baal, before the altar. -
Oash came by way of the guards’
gate from the house of the Lordgtlo the

king’s house, and there h i
under the name Jehoash. i
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2
THE DEATH
OF

ELISHA

OW Elisha had fallen
ill and was on his
deathbed. And king
Jehoash of Israel, a

grandson of Jehu, came to Elisha and
wept over him and said: “O my father,
my father, the chariot of Israel and the
horsemen thereof.”

Elisha said to him: “Take a bow and

IT Kings 13

arrows.” And he took a bow and
arrows.

Elisha said to the King of Israel:
“Put your hand on the bow.” He did
so, and Elisha put his hands upon the
king's hands. He said: “Open the
window to the east.” The king opened
it.

Then Elisha said: “Shoot,” and the
king shot. :

“The arrow of the Lord’s deliver-
ance,” said Elisha, “and the arrow .of
deliverance from Syria. You shall smite
the Syrians in Aphek till you have con-
sumed them. Now, take the arrows.
The king took them. =

Elisha said: “Strike the ground.”

He struck it three times and then did
SO NO more. S

The man of God was angry with him
and said: “You should have struck five
or six times, for then you would have
struck Syria until you had destrpyed it,
whereas now you will strike Syria three
times only.” ‘

And Elisha died and was buried.

cor mos g
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WARNINGS
FROM THE
PROPHETS

In accordance with Elisha's dying
words, Israel won three battles against
Syrian forces. But after the prosperous
reign of Jeroboam II, son of Jehoash,
Israel became weaker and weaker,
caught up in a series of internal political
intrigues and assassinations.

This beginning of Israel’s end was
predicted with scorn and vehemence by
a visionary shepherd from Judah. This
was Amos, the first of many prophets
lo forecast the downfall of the Hebrew
nations. He preached in Israel during the
end of Jeroboam’s rule around the middle
of the eighth century B.C. In particular
he attacked the life of luxury and spir-
itual indifference that he saw as the
Source of Israel’s weakness.

AMoS 6, 8

Woe to them that are at ease in Zion,
and cause the violence to come near;
That lie upon beds of ivory,
and stretch themselves upon their couches,
And eat the lambs out of the flock,
and the calves from the midst of the stall,
That chant to the sound of the viol,
“and invent for themselves
\@struments of music, like David;
That drink wine in bowls,
and anoint themselves with ointments!
Shall not the land tremble for this,
and everyone mourn that dwells therein ?
And it shall come to pass in that day,
says the Lord God, that I will cause
the sun to go down at noon,
And I will turn your feast into mourning,
and all your songs into lamentation.
Behold the days come, says the Lord,
that I will send a famine in the land;
Not a famine of bread,
nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing the words of the Lord.
And they shall wander from sea to sea,
and from the north even to the east,
They shall run to and fro
to seek the word of the Lord,
and shall not find it.
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HOSEA'S MESSAGE OF HOPE

Amos was followed closely, in time

and in theme, by the prophet Hosjea.
He preached also in the northern king-
dom of Israel, as the dark shadow of a
power far more dangerous than Syria
stretched closer and closer to Israel's
borders. While predicting the approach-

ing disaster, Hosea also held out h'ope,
calling for repentance and promising
redemption through God's mercy and
love.

O Israel, return unto the Lord your God,
for you have fallen by your iniquity.
Take with you words,
and turn to the Lord.
Say unto him, Take away all iniquity,
and receive us graciously.
His branches shall spread,
and his beauty shall be as the olive tree.
They that dwell in his shadow shall return;
they shall revive as the corn
and grow as the vine.
Who is wise, and he shall understand
these things;
prudent, and shall know them?
For the ways of the Lord are right,
and the just shall walk in them;
But the transgressors shall fall therein.

ISAIAH’S VISION

Both during and after the time of
Hosea in Israel, one of the greatest _of
all Hebrew prophets, Isaiah, was active
in Judah, the southern kingdom. Lz‘ke
Israel, Judah had enjoyed a long period
of peace and prosperity—during mych
of the reigns of Jehoash’s son, Amaziah,
and grandson, Uzziah. e

Isaiah was not only a visionary
preacher but also a wise statesman
and adviser of Judal’s kings through
years of constant crises. Tjhese arose
from military threats from without, from
traditional opponents such as Syria and
Israel, and from a new and dangerous
friend, Assyria.

L ..

In the year that king Uzziah died, I
saw the Lord sitting on a throne lifted
up on high, and his train filled the
temple. Above it stood the seraphim.
Each had six wings: with two he cov-
ered his face, with two he covered his
feet, and with two he did fly. ;

One cried to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lordﬁif hosts.
The whole earth is full of his glory.”

The posts of the door moved at the
voice of him who cried, and the house
was filled with smoke. Then I said:

“Woe is me! For I am ruined, be-
cause I am a man of unclean lips and I
dwell in the midst of people of unclean
lips, and now my eyes have seen the
king, the Lord of hosts.”

Then one of the seraphim flew at
me, bearing in his hand a live coal
which he had taken from the altar with
tongs. He laid it upon my mouth and
said:

“Behold, this has touched your lips;
your wickedness is taken away, and
your sin is removed.”

And I heard the voice of the Lord
saying: “Whom shall I send? Who will
go for us?”

“Here I am,” I said. “Send me.”

And the Lord said:

“Go and tell this people: ‘You
hear, but you do not understand.
You see, but you do not know what
you see.’

“Weigh down the heart of this people
and make their ears heavy, and shut
their eyes, lest they see with their eyes,
and hear with their ears and understand
with their hearts, and change their ways
and become healed.”

Then I said, “How long, O Lord?”
And God answered :

“Until the cities are wasted and with-
out inhabitants, and the houses are
vacant, and the land is utterly desolate.
Then the Lord will have removed the
men far away, and the whole land will
be forsaken.”
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RESPITE
FOR |
JERUSALEM

ZZIAH ruled fifty-
two years in Jeru-
salem and when he
died Jotham, his son,
ruled in his place. When Jotham
died, they buried him in the city of
David, and Ahaz, his son, ruled in his
place.

Now it came to pass in the days
of Ahaz that the king of Syria and the
king of Israel attacked Jerusalem, but
could not conquer it. And God said to
Isaiah, “Go forth and meet Ahaz and
say to him:

“ “Take heed and be quiet. Fear not
these two smoking firebrands, Syria and
Israel. For, although they have made an
evil plan against you, it shall not come
to pass.’ ”

Moreover, God spoke to Ahaz,
saying:

“Ask for a sign of the Lord your

“T will not ask,” Ahaz said. “I will
not test the Lord.”

Then Isaiah said:

“Hear now. O House of David.
It 5 a small thing for you to weary
men, but will you weary my God also?

The Lord himself shall give you a -,

sign:
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Isaian 6, 7

~“Behold o mmdew shall comcenie.
and bear o sox

And shall coll b mowe Fepmomee].

Butter amd homey shall be egn_

Thar ke may kmow o refase the evil,
and choase the good.

For before the dild shall know i refuse
the evil, amd choose the good,

" The land that you despise shall be

forsaken of both ker kings.
The people that walked in darkness
Harve seen a great light;

Upon those that dwell in the land
of shadow of death

The light has shined.

For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son i$ given:

And the government shall be upon his
shoulder:

And his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, the Mighty God,

The Everlasting Father,
the Prince of Peace.

Of the spread of his kingdom and his peace
there shall be no end,
from now on, even for ever.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform
this.”

Ahaz sent messengers to the king of
Assyria, saying:

“Come and save me from the king of
Syria and the king of Israel, which rise
up against me.”

And Ahaz took the silver and the
gold that was found in the house of
the Lord and in the king’s treasury,

IsA1aH 7, 9

and sent it as a present to the king
of Assyria. Then the king of Assyria
answered Ahaz’s plea and went out
against Damascus and killed the king
of Syria.

The Assyrians not only overthrew
Damascus and the king of Syria; they
also a few years later besieged and
captured Samaria, capital of the north-
ern kingdom. The downfall of Samar-
ia in 722 B.C. meant the end of Israel
as a nation. The Israelites were marched
off and scattered through other parts of
the Assyrian Empire.

Meanwhile Judah the southern king-
dom managed miraculously fo survive.
The Assyrians attacked Jerusalem in
701 B.C. but their troops were struck
by plague and forced to withdraw.
The aged Isaiah saw in these events the
deliverance of his people through the
working of the hand of God. This was
an important function of the prophets:
to interpret and demonstrate the actions
of God in history.




JOSIAH %
A RIGHTEOUS
KING

After king Ahaz’s death, his son Heze-
kiah reigned, followed by Manasseh,
Amon and then Josiah. It was during
Josial’s rule, in the last quarter of the
seventh century B.C. that one of the
major events in Hebrew history occurred,
the finding of the Book of the Law,
Deuteronomy. This document, which
contains many of the rules for behaviour
and worship followed by Hebrews and
Christians to this day, deeply impressed
king Josiah. He tried to put its com-
mands into effect by abolishing many
of the pagan elements that had crept
into the worship of his people.

OSIAH was eight
years old when he
began to rule, and
he ruled thirty-one
years in Jerusalem. He did that which
was right in the sight of the Lord and
followed in the steps of David his fore-
father, and turned not aside to the right
nor to the left.

And it came to pass in the eighteenth
year of king Josiah’s reign that the
king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah,
the scribe, to the house of the Lord.

And when Shaphan the scribe went
to the temple of the Lord, Hilkiah the
high priest said to him:
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“I have found the Book of the Law
in the house of the Lord.” And Hilkiah
gave the book to Shaphan, and he
read it. :

Then Shaphan the scribe showed the
king the book, saying:

“Hilkiah the priest has delivered this
book to me.”

And Shaphan read it before the king.

And when the king had heard the
words of the Book of the Law he

tore his clothes, for he knew his fathers
had not listened to the words of this
book, to obey all the laws that were
written down for them.

The king sent for all the elders of
Judah and of Jerusalem. Then he went
up to the house of the Lord, taking all
the men of Judah and all thc inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem with him, both the
priests and the prophets and all the
people, both small and great, and he

II KinGs 22-23

read into their ears all the words of the
book of the covenant which was found
in the house of the Lord.

The king stood by a pillar and made
a covenant before the Lord, to walk
in his ways and to keep his command-
ments and follow his words and his
laws, with all his heart and with all
his soul, and to live up to the words
of this covenant that were written in
the book; and all the people agreed to
the covenant.

JOSIAH BANISHES
IDOL WORSHIP

Then the king commanded Hilkiah
the high priest, and the priests of the
second order, and the keepers of the
door, to bring forth out of the temple
of the Lord all the vessels that were
made for Baal and his sacred wood, and
for all the other gods; and he burned
them outside of Jerusalem in the fields
of Kidron, and carried the ashes of
them to Bethel.

He put down the idolatrous priests,
whom the kings of Judah had ordained
to burn incense in the high places in
the cities of Judah and in the places
round about Jerusalem, and also those
who burned incense to Baal, to the
sun, and to the moon, and to the
planets, and to all the various gods.
Josiah destroyed also the workers with
ghosts and magic, and the wizards,
and the images, and the idols and all
the evil things that were to be found
in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem,
so that he might live up to the words
of the law which were written in the
book that Hilkiah the priest found in
the house of the Lord.

There had been no king like Josiah.
For he turned to the Lord with all his
heart, and with all his soul, and with
all his might, according to all the law
of Moses; neither did any come after
him who was his equal.
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THETALE
OF
JERUSALEM

During king Josiah’s reign, another
great Hebrew figure appeared as a pro-
phet in Judah. This was Jeremiah, who
like Isaiah was both an inspired spokes-
man for his God and a shrewd analyst of
current affairs. Active under five kings
of Judah during a time when his country
was always at the mercy of stronger
powers, Jeremiah often advised com-
pliance. This frequently put him at
odds with Judah’s leaders.

In the last years of Josiak’s rule,
Nineveh, the Assyrian capital, fell to
the forces of Babylon. Jeremiah saw
the rise of this power in the east as an

evil omen for Jerusalem and the king-
dom of Judah.

HE words of the
Lord came to the
prophet Jeremiah,
' saying:
“I will bring a nation upon you from
far away, O house of Israel. It is a
mighty nation. It is an ancient nation,
a nation whose language you do not
know, nor understand. And they shall
eat up your harvest and your bread,
which your sons and daughters should
eat. They shall eat up your flocks and
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your And it shall

1s not yours.”

“Hear now this, O foolish people,
which have eyes and see not, which
have ears and hear not.”

JUDAH IS CONTROLLED
BY FOREIGN POWERS

King Josiah was slain in battle at

Megiddo, and his son Jehohoaz reigned
in his place. But after three months
he was deposed by Pharaoh, king of
Egypt, who then made his brother,
Jehoiakim, king.

Now Pharaoh demanded tribute of

one thousand talents of silver and one
talent of gold from the land of Judah,
so Jehoiakim taxed the people to find
the silver and gold to give to Pharaoh.
He was twenty-five years old when he
began to rule, and he did that which
was evil in the sight of the Lord.
During his reign, Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem,
and Jehoiakim became his vassal. After
three years he rebelled against him.
But the Lord sent bands of Chaldees

and Syrians and Moabites and bands
of the children of Ammon against
Judah, as a punishment for former sins.
Jehoiakim fought in vain against them
until his death, when Jehoiachin, his
son, ruled in his place.

By now the king of Egypt had lost
his power and remained behind his
own frontiers, for the king of
Babylon had taken possession of all

II KiInGs 23, 24

his territory between the Nile and the
Euphrates. :

Jehoiachin ruled for only three
months. Then Nebuchadnezzar, king
of Babylon, came up to besiege Jerusa-
lem, and Jehoiachin surrendered him-
self to Nebuchadnezzar with his mother
and his servants, his princes and his
officers. The king of Babylon took
him prisoner and he also took away
all the treasures of the house of the
Lord and the treasures of the king’s

house. And he cut in pieces all the
vessels of gold which Solomon had
made for the temple of the Lord.

He carried away all the princes,
seven thousand mighty men of valour, a
thousand craftsmen and blacksmiths
—in all ten thousand captives. Only
the poorest people were left in the
country.

Nebuchadnezzar took Jehoiachin
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away to Babylon, and Jehoiachin’s
mother and his wives and his officers,
and all that were strong and likely war-
riors. All were taken to Babylon.

And the king of Babylon made
Mattaniah, uncle of Jehoiachin, king of
Judah in his place. And he changed
Mattaniah’s name to Zedekiah.

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old
when he began to rule and he ruled
eleven years in Jerusalem. And he
did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lord, according to all that done by
Jehoiakim.

And it came to pass that Zedekiah
rebelled against the king of Babylon.
So in the ninth year of his reign in
the tenth month, in the tenth day of the
month, Nebuchadnezzar, king of Baby-
lon, came with all his army and laid
siege against Jerusalem.

JEREMIAH FORETELLS THE
FATE OF ZEDEKIAH

Then Zedekiah the king sent two
priests to Jeremiah the prophet, saying:

“Pray to the Lord our God for us.”

At that time, Jeremiah was not in
prison, as he often was, but was
going about freely among the people.
Pharaoh’s army had set out from
Egypt, and when the Chaldeans heard
of this, they departed from their siege of
Jerusalem.

The word of the Lord came to Jere-
miah, saying:

“This you shall say to the king of
Judah: ‘Behold, Pharaoh’s army which
has set out to help you, shall go back
to Egypt, and the Chaldeans shall come
again and attack this city and burn it
down. Do not deceive yourselves, says
the Lord, or tell yourselves that the
Chaldeans shall go away again, for
they shall not depart.

““Even if you were to defeat the
whole Chaldean army, and there were
none left but wounded men, still would

each one of them rise in his tent, and
burn this city with fire.” ”

But some of the nobles, hearing what
Jeremiah had told the king, that the
city was going to fall into the hands of
Babylon, went to the king and said:

“We entreat you to allow us to put
this man to death, for by his words
he is sapping the fighting spirit of the
people.”

“He is in your power,” Zedekiah
said. “The king can do nothing against
your will.”

So they took Jeremiah and threw him
into the dungeon of Machiah the son
of Hammelech, which was a cistern
in the court of the prison. They let
Jeremiah down with cords into the
underground dungeon. There was no
water in it, only mud. And Jeremiah
sank in the mud.

Now Ebed-melech the Ethiopian,
who was one of the king’s slaves, heard
what had happened to Jeremiah, and he
spoke to the king who was sitting in
judgment at the gate of Benjamin. He
said:

“My Lord King, these men have
done wrong in casting Jeremiah the
prophet into the dungeon. He will die
from hunger there, for there is no more
bread in the city.”

So the king told Ebed-melech the
Ethiopian to take thirty men and rescue
Jeremiah from the dungeon before he
starved to death.

Ebed-melech took the men and col-
lected some old rags and scraps of ma-
terial and let them down by ropes into
the dungeon. Then he called Jeremiah,
saying:

“Put these rags under your armpits
to protect you from the rope.™

Jeremiah did so, and they pulled him
up out of the muddy asiern. and he
was sent back into a besisr pmison.
King Zedekiah sent for bsm agam_ and
bade him come to the emirance of the
temple.
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“One thing I will ask you,” said the
king. “Hide nothing from me.”

“But if I tell you the truth,” said
Jeremiah, “‘will you not have me put to
death? And if I give you advice, will you
not disregard it?”’

Then king Zedekiah swore a secret
oath to Jeremiah, and said:

“As the Lord our Creator lives, I
will not have you put to death, nor will
I hand you over to the men who want
to kill you.”

ZEDEKIAH IGNORES
JEREMIAH’S ADVICE

Jeremiah the prophet answered king
Zedekiah and said:

“Thus says the Lord, the God of
hosts, the God of Israel: If you will
go forth to the officers of the king
of Babylon, your life will be spared.
This city will not be destroyed by fire,
and you and your family will survive.
But if you will not go forth to the king
of Babylon’s officers, then this city
will be given into the power of the
Chaldeans, and they will burn it to the
ground, and you will not escape out of
their hand.”
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“I am afraid of the Jews who have
gone over to Babylon,” said king Zed-
ekiah. “If I surrender, the Chaldeans
may hand me over to them, and they
will ill-treat me.”

“They will not hand you over to the
Jews,” Jeremiah said. “I beg of you to
obey the voice of the Lord, for then
all will go well with you, and your
life will be spared. If you do not, all
your wives and children will be taken
by the Babylonians, and because of
you the city will be burned with
firels

And king Zedekiah said to Jeremiah:

““Tell no man about this talk of ours
and you shall not die. If the nobles hear
that I have been talking with you and
question you with threats, tell them
that you came to plead with me not to
be sent back in the dungeon.

The nobles did come and did ask
Jeremiah what he and the king had said,
and Jeremiah answered as the king had
told him. So nobody knew what had
been said between them, and nothing
more was done about it.

Jeremiah remained in the prison until
the day that Jerusalem fell. He was
there when Jerusalem was taken.
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JERUSALEM
IS
DESTROYED

HE Chaldeans laid

siege to Jerusalem ggs

during eleven years

of Zedekiah’s reign.
And on the ninth day of the fourth
month of the siege, the famine spread
over the city, and there was no bread
for the people in the land.

The city was overcome, and the
men of the army fled by night, by way
of a gate between two walls, which
was near the king’s garden, for the
Chaldeans were all around the city.
And the king went off towards the
plain. The army of the Chaldeans
pursued the king and overtook him on
the plains of Jericho, and all his army
was scattered.

So they took the king and brought
him up to the king of Babylon at
Riblah, and they passed judgment upon
him.

They slew the sons of Zedekiah
before his eyes, and put out the eyes
of Zedekiah, and bound him with
fetters of brass, and carried him to
Babylon.
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A LAMENT FOR JERUSALEM

How lonely sits the city
that once was full of people!
How like a widow she has become
that was great among the nations,
and a princess among the provinces.
Now she is a vassal.
She weeps sadly at night, and her tears
are on her cheeks.
Among all her lovers she has none to
comfort her.
All her friends have dealt treacherously
with her.
They have become her enemies.
In the days of her afffiction
and her miseries
Jerusalem remembered all the pleasant
things which she had in the days of old.
When her people fell into the hands
of the enemy, nobody helped her.
Jerusalem has grievously sinned, therefore
she is removed.
All that honoured her despise her.
Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?
Behold and see if there be any sorrow
like the sorrow which has been done to me,
With which the Lord has afflicted me
in the day of his fierce anger.




Psarm 137, LAMENTATIONS 5

SONGS
OF TIIE
CAPTIVES

This is the psalm of the exiles in
Babylon. A hymn to the Lord and
a song of sadness and deep longing
for home, it is also a prayer for ven-
geance upon the Babylonian captors.

By the rivers of Babylon,

There we sat down, yea we wept,

When we remembered Zion.

We hanged our harps

Upon the willows in the midst thereof.

For there they that carried us away
captive required of us a song;

And they that wasted us required of
us mirth, saying,

*“Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”

How shall we sing the Lord’s song
In a strange land?

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem,
Let my right hand forget her cunning.

If I do not remember thee,

Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my
mouth;

If I prefer not Jerusalem

Above my chief joy.

Remember, O Lord, the children of Edom
In the day of Jerusalem,

Who said, ““Raze it, raze it,

Even to the foundation thereof.”

O daughter of Babylon,

Who art to be destroyed,

Happy shall he be that rewardeth thee

As thou hast served us.

Happy shall he be that taketh and dasheth
Thy little ones against the stones.

Remember, O Lord what has happened to
us;

Consider and behold our reproach.

Our inheritance is turned over to strangers,

Our houses to aliens.

We are orphans and fatherless,

QOur mothers are widows.

The joy of our heart has ceased:

Our dance is turned into mourning.
The crown is fallen from our head:
Woe unto us, that we have sinned.

You, O Lord, remain for ever;

Your throne from generation to generation.

Why do you forget us for ever,

And forsake us for such a long time?

Turn us towards you, O Lord, and we shall
be turned;

Renew our days as of old.

But you have utterly rejected us;

You are very angry with us.

DANIEL
IN
CAPTIVITY

Some of the trials of the Jews in exile
come out in the tales of Daniel who was
taken from Jerusalem as a child after
the city first became subjected to Baby-
lon. Daniel’s role as an often influential
foreigner spanned more than half a
century from Nebuchadnezzar to the
Persian king Cyrus.

HEN Nebuchadnez-
zar, the king of Bab-
ylon, besieged Jeru-

: salem in the third
year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of
Judah, he carried away some of the
vessels of the house of God. He carried
them to the land of Shinar, to the house
of his gods.

Then the king of Babylon told
Ashpenaz, the master of his household
to choose certain of the children of
Israel, of the king’s family, and of the
princes, children who had no fault
and were handsome and bright and
quick to learn, who had ability to
understand science and were worthy
to stand in the king’s palace. To
these they would teach the wisdom
and the language of the Chaldeans.

DANIEL 1

The king allowed them a daily pro-
vision of the king’s own food, and of
the wine which he drank, to nourish
them so that at the end of three years
they might stand before him as mem-
bers of his household.

Now among these were some of the
children of Judah: Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah. To all these the
master of the household gave new
names. He gave Daniel the name of
Belteshazzar, to Hananiah the name of
Shadrach, to Mishael, Meshach, and to
Azariah, Abednego.




DANIEL REFUSES
THE KING’S FOOD

But Daniel decided in his heart that
he would not pollute himself with the
king’s meat, which was not the food
of the children of Israel, nor with the
wine which he drank. Therefore he
requested that he might not have to
eat it.

Now God had filled the master of
the household with love for Daniel.
And the master of the household said
to him:
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“I fear my lord the king, who has
given orders for your food and drink.
For why should he see your face look-
ing paler and more wan than the
children who are in your group? If this
happens, you will make me endanger
my head with the king.”

Then Daniel said to Melzar, whom
the master of the household had put
over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah:

“Test your servants, please, for ten
days. Let them give us peas and beans
to eat, and water to drink. Then look
at our faces and at the faces of the
children who eat of the king’s food,

and then deal with your servants ac-
cording to what you find.”

He agreed to test them in this
manner, and tried them for ten days.
After the ten days, their faces appeared
fairer and plumper than those of the
children who had eaten of the king’s
food.

So Melzar took away their helpings
of the meat, and the wine that they
were supposed to drink, and gave them
peas and beans.

As for the four children, God gave
them knowledge and skill in all kinds of
learning and wisdom: and Daniel had
understanding of all visions and dreams.

Now at the end of the time when the
king had said they should be brought
in, the master of the household took
them before Nebuchadnezzar.

The king talked with them, and
among them all, none was found like
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Aza-
riah: therefore they stayed before the
king.

And in all matters of wisdom and
understanding in which the king tested
them, he found them ten times better
than all the magicians and astrologers
that were in his realm.

And Daniel stayed on, even until the
first year of the reign of king Cyrus.
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e STATUE
OF GOLD

EBUCHADNEZZAR
the king made a statue
of gold ninety feet
high and nine feet
wide. He set it up on the plain of
Dura in the province of Babylon.
Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent
out word to gather together the princes,
the governors, and the captains, the
judges, the treasurers, the counsellors
and the sheriffs, and all the rulers of
the provinces, to come to see the
statue.

And so it happened that the princes,
the governors and captains, the judges,
the treasurers, counsellors and sheriffs,
and all the rulers of the provinces
gathered together to see the statue
that Nebuchadnezzar the king had
set up; and they stood before the
statue.

Then a herald cried aloud: “To you
it is commanded, O people, that when
you hear the sound of the cornet,
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer,
and all kinds of music, you shall fall
down and worship the golden image
that Nebuchadnezzar the king has set
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up. And anyone who does not fall down
and worship shall in that same hour be
cast into the middle of a burning fiery
furnace.”

Therefore when the moment came
when all the people heard the sound
of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut
psaltery, and all kinds of music, the}:
fcl} down with one accord and wor-
shipped the golden image that had been
set up by Nebuchadnezzar.

DANIEL 3

CHALDEANS ACCUSE THE JEWS

Then certain Chaldeans came up and
accused the Jews. They spoke to king
Nebuchadnezzar and said:

“O king, live for ever! You, O king
have sent out an order that ever};
man who hears the sound of the cornet
ﬂpte, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dul-
cimer, and all kinds of music, shall
fall down and worship the golden




DANIEL 3

image, and that whoever does not fall
down and worship shall be cast into
the middle of a burning fiery furnace.

“There are certain Jews, whom you
have put in charge of the affairs of
the province of Babylon. They are
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego:
these men, O king, have not regarded
your wishes. They do not serve your
gods, nor worship the golden image
which you have set up.”

Then Nebuchadnezzar, in his rage
and fury, commanded that Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego should be
brought before him. Nebuchadnezzar
said to them:

“Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego, that you do not serve
my gods nor worship the golden image
which I have set up? If you are ready
when you hear the sound of the
cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery
and dulcimer, and all kinds of music,
to fall down and worship the image
that I have made, all is well; but if
you will not worship, you will be cast,
the same hour, into the middle of a
burning fiery furnace. And who is
the God who will deliver you out of
my hands?”’

THE FIRE LEAVES
THE THREE MEN UNHARMED

And Nebuchadnezzar was full of
fury, and his face hardened against
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

Therefore he spoke and commanded
that the furnace should be heated seven
times more than usual. And he com-
manded the most mighty men in his
army to bind Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, and to cast them into the
burning fiery furnace.

Because the king had instructed that
the furnace be made exceedingly hot.
the flame of the fire killed the men who
led Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
to it. But Shadrach, Meshach and
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Abednego, in the midst of the burning,
fiery furnace, were unharmed.

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was
stricken with amazement, and he rose
up in haste and summoned his coun-
sellors and said: “Did we not cast three
men bound into the midst of the fire?”

“True, O king.™ they answesed

Then the king said:

“] see four mem loose, walking
in the midst of the e, and they are

the mouth of e buommg Sery farnace
and saad-

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
you servants of the most high God
come out and come here.”

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
walked out of the fire. And all the
princes and the captains and gover-
nors and the king’s counsellors gathered
together there and saw these men
against whose bodies the fire had no
power. Not a hair of their heads was
singed, nor were their clothes burned
and there was no smell of fire upon
them.

Then Nebuchadnezzar spoke and
said:

“Blessed be the God of Shadrach,

’

Meshach and Abednego, who has sent
his angel and saved his servants who
tr_usted in him, and who defied the
king’s word and risked their lives that
they might not serve or worship any god
except their own God.

“Therefore I make a decree: Any
people, nation or group which says any-
thing against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, shall be cut in
pieces and its houses shall be made a
rubbish heap; for there is no other god
who can save in this way.”

Then the king promoted Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego to high offices
in the province of Babylon.
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THE
WRITING
ON THE
WALL

PON the death of
Nebuchadnezzar, his
son Belshazzar be-
came king. Belshaz-
zar gave a great feast for a thousand
of his lords and drank wine before the
thousand.

They brought the golden vessels that
had been taken out of the temple of
the house of God, and his princes, his
wives, and the other women drank
from them. They drank wine and they
praised the gods of gold, of silver, of
brass, of iron, of wood and of stone.

Within the same hour there appeared
the fingers of a man’s hand, writing
upon the wall of the king’s palace;
and the king saw part of the hand that
wrote.

Then the, king’s face changed, and
his thoughts troubled him so that the
joints of his legs were loose and his
knees knocked together.

The king cried aloud to bring in the
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the
soothsayers, and the king said to these
wise men of Babylon:

“Whoever reads this writing and
tells me the meaning of it shall be
clothed in scarlet, and have a chain of
gold about his neck, and shall be the
third ruler in the country.”
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DaNIEL 5

All the king’s wise men came in,
but they could not read the writing nor
make known to the king the meaning
of it.

Now the queen, called by the king
and his lords, came into the banqueting
room, and the queen spoke and said:

“O king, live for ever! Do not let
your thoughts trouble you, nor let
your face change. There is a man in
your kingdom who has in him the spirit
of the holy gods. In the days of your
father, light and understanding and
wisdom like the wisdom of the gods
was found in him. The king Nebuchad-
nezzar your father made him master
of the magicians, astrologers, Chal-
deans and soothsayers, because of his
excellent spirit and knowledge and
understanding, interpreting of dreams,
explaining of hard sentences, and clear-
ing up of doubts, and all this Daniel,
whom the king named Belteshazzar,
accomplished. Now let Daniel be called,
and he will tell you the meaning of
this.”

Then Daniel was brought in before
the king, and the king said to Daniel:

“Are you that Daniel who is one of
the children of the captivity of Judah,
whom the king my father brought out
of the land of the Jews? I have heard
of you, that the spirit of the gods is in
you, and that light and understanding
and excellent wisdom are found in you.

“Now the wise men and astrologers
have been brought in before me to
read this writing and tell me the mean-
ing of it, but they could not interpret
it for me. I have heard of you, and that
you can give interpretations and clear
meanings.

DANIEL INTERPRETS |
THE WRITING

Then Daniel answered and said to
the king:
“O king, the most high God gave
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DANIEL §

Nebuchadnezzar, your father, a king-
dom and majesty and glory and honour.
And because of the majesty that he
gave him, all people, nations and lan-
guages trembled and feared him. But
when his heart was lifted up and his
mind hardened in pride, his kingly
throne was taken from him; and his
glory was taken from him, until he
knew that the most high God ruled in
the kingdom of men, and that he chooses
whomever he wishes to rule over it.

“And you his son, O Belshazzar,
have not kept your heart simple,
though you knew all this, but you
have lifted yourself up against the
Lord of Heaven. They have brought
you the vessels of his house, and you
and your lords, your wives, and other
women have drunk wine in them, and
you have praised the gods of silver
and gold, of brass, iron, wood and
stone, which do not see, nor hear, nor
know. And the God in whose hands
your breath of life is, and whose ways
should be yours, him you have not
praised.

“This hand then was sent from
him and the writing was written by
his hand. And this is the writing that
was written :

“MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

“And this is the meaning of the
thing. MENE: God has judged your
kingdom and finished it. TEKEL: you
have been weighed in the scales and
found lacking. UPHARSIN: your king-
dom will be divided and given to the
Medes and the Persians.”

Then Belshazzar commanded that
they clothe Daniel in scarlet and put
a chain of gold about his neck. And
he made a proclamation saying that
he was to be the third ruler in the
kingdom.

That night Belshazzar, the king of
the Chaldeans, was killed. And Darius
the Median took his kingdom, being
about sixty-two years old.
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DANIEL
IN THE
% LIONS’ DEN

o

T pleased Darius to
set over the king-
dom a hundred and

2 twenty princes who
were to rule the whole kingdom. And
over these were three presidents, and
of them Daniel was the first. The
princes were to give account to them,
so that the king would have no troubles.

Daniel was put over the presidents
and princes because of his excellent
mind. And the king planned to put
him over the whole kingdom. Then the
presidents and princes tried to find
some fault with Daniel concerning
the kingdom, but they could find
no fault, because he was faithful and
loyal, and there was no error or fault
to be found in him. And these men
said:

“We shall not find any grounds for
complaint “against Daniel unless it
concerns his worship of his God.”

So those presidents and princes
assembled together before the king
and said to him:

“King Darius, live for ever! All
the presidents of the kingdom and
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DANIEL 6

the governors and the princes, the
counsellors and the captains, have con-
sulted together about establishing a
royal law, by a firm order, that whoever
asks anything of any god or man for
thirty days, except of you, O king, shall
be cast into a den of lions.

“Now, O king, establish this order,
and sign the writing, that it may not
be changed, according to the law of
the Medes and the Persians, which does
not change.”

Then king Darius signed his name to
the writing.

When Daniel knew that the law
was signed and ratified, he went into
his house, and his windows being open
in his chamber facing Jerusalem, he
kneeled down three times a day and
prayed and gave thanks to his God just
as he had done before.

Then the men came together and
found Daniel praying and entreating
God. They hurried to the king and
reminded him of his order.

“Did you not sign an order that
any man asking a favour of any god or
man within thirty days, except your-
self, O king, shall be thrown into the
den of lions?

The king answered and said :

“That is true, according to the law
of the Medes and the Persians, which
does not change.”

Then they answered and said to the
king: “That Daniel who is one of the

DANIEL 6

children of the captivity of Judah,
does not respect you, O king, nor the
decree which you have signed, but
makes his request three times a day.”
When he heard these words, the
king was very much displeased with
himself, and he set his heart on saving
Daniel. He thought until the setting of
the sun about how to save Daniel.
Then the men came before the king
and said to him: “Remember, O king,
that it is the law of the Medes and the
Persians that no order or law which
the king lays down can be changed.”
Then the king commanded them to




| DaNEL 6

take Daniel and throw him into the
den of lions. And the king said fo
Daniel: “Your God whom you serve
so faithfully, surely he will save you.”

Then the king went to his palace and
passed the night in fasting. No musical
instruments were brought in to him,
and he did not sleep at all.

Very early in the morning the king
arose and hurried to the den of lions.
When he came to the den, he cried out
in a sorrowing voice to Daniel and
said to him: “O Daniel, servant of
the living God, has your God, whom
you serve so faithfully, been able to
save you from the lions?”.

Then Daniel said to the king: “O
king, live for ever. My God has sent
his angel and has shut the lions’
mouths, so that they have not hurt
me, because 1 was innocent in his
sight; and I have done no harm to you
either, O king.”

Then the king was exceedingly glad
for him, and commanded that Daniel
should be brought up out of the den.
So Daniel was brought up out of the
den, and no wound of any kind was

found on him, because he believed in
his God.

Then the king gave commands, and
they_brought the men who had accused
Daniel, and they cast them into the
den_ of lions, and their children and
their wives as well. And the lions broke
all their bones into pieces.

Then king Darius wrote to all people
and nations, and in all the languages
of the earth:

“Peace be multiplied to you! I
now command that in every part of my
kingdom men tremble and fear before
the God of Daniel, for he is the living
God, unchanging for ever, and his
kmgdom shall never be destroyed, and
his power shall continue to the end.
He rescues and saves, and he works
signs and wonders in heaven and on
earth, he who has saved Daniel from
the power of the lions.”

So Daniel prospered in the reign of
Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the
Persian.
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PROPHETS
OF THE
EXILE

The Bible has little additional infor-
mation on the seventy years between the
destruction of Jerusalem by the Baby-
lonian armies and the rebuilding of the
temple there under the Persians. How-
ever a general picture emerges of the
Jews continuing to practise their religion
in distant regions, spurred on by proph-
ets preaching the eventual return to the
holy city. One such prophet was the
priest Ezekiel who lived and wrote in
Babylon.

T came to pass in the
twelfth year of our
captivity, in the tenth
month, in the fifth
day of the month, that one who had
escaped from Jerusalem, came to Eze-
kiel and said:

“The city has fallen.”

Then the word of the Lord came to
Ezekiel, saying:

“As a shepherd seeks out his flock
in the days, so will I seek out my
people, and will bring them from all
the places where they have been scat-
tered in the cloudy and dark day.

“And I will gather them from the
countries, and will bring them to their
own land, and feed them upon the
mountains of Israel by the rivers, and
in dll the inhabited places of the
country.
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EzexEL 33, 34, 36, 40, 43

“I do this not for your sakes, O
house of Israel, but for the holy name’s
sake, which you have profaned among
the heathen. I will sprinkle clean water
upon you, and you shall be clean. I
will put my spirit within you and cause
you to follow my statutes, and you
shall keep my laws.”

In the twenty-fifth year of captivity,
in the fourteenth year after the city
had fallen, the hand of the Lord was
upon Ezekiel. In the visions of God, he
brought him into the land of Israel, and
set him upon a very high mountain.
And behold there was a man whose
appearance was the appearance of
brass.

And the man said to him:

“Behold with your eyes all that I
show you. Tell all that you see to the
house of Israel.”

So the spirit took Ezekiel up and
brought him into the inner court of
the temple, and the glory of the Lord
filled the house. Then Ezekiel heard the
man speaking to him from the house,
while the man stood by him. He
said:

“Here is the place of my throne and
the place of the soles of my feet,
where I will dwell in the midst of the
children of Israel for ever. And they
shall no longer defile my holy name,
neither they, nor their kings.™

Ezekiel was deeply aware at all times
of the justice and mercy of God.

“If the evil man will turn from the
wrongdoing he has committed and keep
the statutes of the Lord and do that
which is lawful and right, he shall
surely live and shall not die. His evil
deeds shall not be remembered against
him and on account of his righteous
acts he shall have life. ‘Have I any
pleasure that he shall die? says the
Lord. ‘Do I not rather rejoice that he
shall turn from his wickedness and
live? »

THE RETURN TO JERUSALEM
IS FORETOLD

At the end of the period of exile in
Babylon a prophet, whose identity is
unknown but who is sometimes called
Second Isaiah, since his writings form
part of the book of that name, wrote
telling the Jews that their banishment
was over. Babylon was falling and they
would soon be allowed to return to
Jerusalem.

O, my people, take comfort, take
comfort, says your God. Speak tender-
ly to Jerusalem and cry unto her, that
her warfare is ended, for she has
received of the Lord’s hand double for
all her sins. The voice of one that cries
in the wilderness:

IsA1aH 40

“Prepare the way of the Lord.

Make straight in the desert a
highway for our God.

Every valley shall be exalted,

And every mountain and hill shall be
made low;

And the crooked shall be made
straight,

And the rough places plain;

And the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed,

And all flesh shall see it together,

For the mouth of the Lord has spoken
1.

The voice said, “Cry.”

And he said, “What shall I cry?

All flesh is grass,

And all the goodliness thereof is
Sflower of the field.

The grass withers, the flower fades;

But the word of our God shall stand
for ever.”

O Jerusalem, that brings good
tidings,

Lift up your voice with strength;

Lift it up, be not afraid.

Say unto the cities of Judah,

“Behold your God!”

Behold, the Lord God will come
with a strong hand,

And his arm shall rule for him;

Behold, his reward is with him,

And his work before him.

He shall feed his flock like
a shepherd.:

He shall gather the lambs with his
arm.
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Ezra 1,2

TR RETURN
10
JERUSALEM

OW in the first year
of Cyrus king of Per-
; sia, so that the word

=SSN of the Lord by the
mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled,
the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus.
And he made a proclamation through-
out all his kingdom, and put it also in
writing, saying:

“Thus says the king of Persia: The
Lord God of heaven has charged me
to build him a house at Jerusalem,
which is in Judah.

“Who is there among you who
are of his people? May his God be
with him, and let him go up to Jeru-
salem, and build the house of the Lord
God of Israel in Jerusalem.

“And let each survivor wherever he
is living be assisted by the men of that
place with silver and gold, with goods
and beasts, besides freewill offerings
for the house of God in Jerusalem.”

Then rose up the chief of the leaders
of Judah and Benjamin, and the
priests and the Levites, with all those
whose spirits God had raised, to go to
Jerusalem to build there the house of
the Lord.
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And all who were around them
filled their hands with vessels of silver,
with gold, with goods of all sorts,
with beasts and with precious things,
and with everything that was willingly
offered.

And Cyrus the king brought forth
the vessels of the house of the Lord
which Nebuchadnezzar had brought
out of Jerusalem, and they were brought
up from Babylon to Jerusalem.
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THE TEMPLE IS REBUILT

And now two years after their arriv-
al, all they that were come out of
captivity unto Jerusalem set forward
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the work on the house of the Lord.

But the adversaries of Judah troubled
the people in building, and hired
counsellors against them, to stop their
progress, all the days of Cyrus king of

Persia, even until the reign of Darius
king of Persia.

But Darius the king made a decree
forbidding any hindrance in the build-
ng. And the elders of the Jews built,

Ezra 4,5, 6

and finished the temple according to
the commandment of Cyrus and Da-
rius, kings of Persia. And the house
was finished in the sixth year of the
reign of Darius the king.
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NEHEMIAH ASKS
THE KING’S PERMISSION

After these things, in the reign of
Artaxerxes king of Persia, there was
a royal cupbearer named Nehemiah.
One day Nehemiah was in the palace
at Shushan when some men of Judah
arrived, headed by his kinsman Hanani.
And Nehemiah asked them for news
of those Jews who had not been taken
into captivity, and what had happened
to the city of Jerusalem. And they said
to him:

“Those who remain in the province
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are in pitiful condition. Although the
temple is rebuilt, the wall of Jerusalem
is broken down and the gates are
burned with fire.”

When Nehemiah heard this, he wept
and mourned for several days, and
fasted, praying to God that the sins
of his people might be forgiven and
that he might be able to help them.

And it came to pass in the twentieth
year of Artaxerxes the king, that
Nehemiah took up some wine to give
to the king. When he did, he could
not conceal his sorrow. But he had
never before been sorrowful in the

king’s presence, so the king said:

“Why do you look so sad? You are
not sick, so you must have some
secret sorrow.”

Nehemiah was frightened and said:

“May the king live for ever! Why
should I not grieve since my home
city, the grave of my ancestors, is laid
waste and its gates consumed with
fire?”

“What are you asking for?” said
the king.

Nehemiah prayed to God and said
to the king:

“If it pleases the king, and if I

NEHEMIAH 1, 2

have found favour in your sight, I
would pray you to send me to Judah,
to the city of my forefathers’ tombs,
that I may rebuild it.”

Then the king, sitting with the queen
by his side, asked:

“How long will your journey be?
And when will you return?”

Seeing that the king was willing to
let him go, Nehemiah set a date for
his return and asked for letters of safe
conduct to the governors on the other
side of the river, so that they would let
him travel through to Judah. He
asked also for a letter to Asaph the
keeper of the king’s forest, allowing
him to demand timber to make the
beams of the gates and the walls.

All of this was granted to him by the
king, together with a military escort
for the journey.

Nehemiah came to the governors
on the other side of the river and gave
them the king’s letters. When Sanballat
the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammon-
ite, who was his servant, heard that
he had come to improve the lot of the
children of Israel, they were very angry.
But Nehemiah went on to Jerusalem
and rested there for three days and
nights.

One night he arose with a few of
his men and without telling anybody
of his intentions—for as yet nobody
knew what God meant him to do in
Jerusalem—he rode out on a donkey
and inspected the city.

He went out by the Valley Gate to
the Dragon Well and the Dung Gate,
and examined the broken walls and
burned-out gates of the city. He passed
on to the Gate of the Fountain and the
King’s Pool, but there was no room
for the beast that was under him to
pass. So he went on in the darkness
beside the brook and looked at that
part of the wall, and then turned back
and went back into the city through
the Valley Gate.
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NEHEMIAH 2, 3
THE WALL IS REBUILT

The next day, Nehemiah went to
the priests and rulers who still did not
know why he had come, and he said
to them:

“You see what a sad state Jerusalem
is in, and how the gates of the city have
been burned by fire. Come, let us build
up the wall, so that we can hold up
our heads again.”

He told them of how God had spo-
ken to him, and also of the king’s
words, and they said:

“Let us rise up and build.”

And they began immediately to make
their preparations.

When Sanballat the Horonite and

Tobiah the Ammonite and Geshem
the Arabian heard what was going
to be done, they jeered at Nehemiah
and said:

“What are you going to do? Do you
propose to rebel against the king?”

Nehemiah answered them, saying:

“The God of heaven will prosper
us, and therefore we his servants are
going to build. But you have no share
and no rights in Jerusalem.”

The work was shared out and given
to the different families and clans. The
high priest and his fellow priests rebuilt
and sanctified the Sheep Gate. The Gate
of the Fountain was repaired by Shal-
lun the ruler of part of Mizpah. Even
women helped in the work of rebuilding.

But when Sanballat and Tobiah
and the Arabians and the people of
Ammon and Ashod heard that the
walls of Jerusalem were being rebuilt
and the breaches stopped up, they
were very angry. So they plotted to
come out and fight against Jerusalem
in order to stop the work.

Nehemiah heard of this and he set
out a watch for them by night and
day. Half of his men laboured at the
wall, and the other half stood on the
alert, armed with spears and shields
and bows, and even the builders worked
with their swords at their sides. A
trumpeter stood by Nehemiah and
he gave his orders to the nobles and
the rulers and the rest of the people.

NEHEMIAH 4. 6

“The work is very widespread, and
we are separated from each other on
the wall, therefore listen for the trum-
pet, and if it sounds, wherever you
may be, run to it. Our God will fight
for us.”

Thus they went on with the work,
and Nehemiah told the people: “Every
man with his servant is to lodge inside
Jerusalem, to guard us by night as
well as working during the day.”

Neither he nor his kinsmen nor his
servants nor the guards which followed
him took off their clothes, except
to wash, during the rebuilding of the
wall.

And after fifty-two days the wall
was finished.
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PSALMS
OFJOY

The Psalms formed the hymn book
or service book of the Temple, particu-
larly after the return to Jerusalem. They
remain to this day the service book both
of Judaism and Christianity. Psalm 126,
the last given here, was written as a
song of homecoming to celebrate the
return of the Jews to Jerusalem.

PSALM 23

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green
pastures;
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul.
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
For his name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death,

PsaLms 23, 24

1 will fear no evil, for thou art with me.

Thy rod and thy siaff, they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me
in the presence of mine enemies;

Thou anointest my head with oil;

My cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

All the days of my life,

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever.

PSALM 24

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness
thereof,
The world, and they that dwell therein;
For he hath founded it upon the seas,
And established it upon the floods.
Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?
Or who shall stand in the holy place?
He that hath clean hands and a pure heart,
Who hath not lifted up his soul
unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.
He shall receive the blessing of the Lord,
And righteousness from the God
of his salvation.
This is the generation of them that seek him,
That seek thy face, O Jacob.
Lift up your heads, O ye gates,
And be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors.
And the king of glory shall come in.
Who is this king of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty,
The Lord, mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O ye gates,
Even lift them up, ye everlasting doors;
And the king of glory shall come in.
Who is this king of glory?
The Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory.

PSALM 100

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye
lands.
Serve the Lord with gladness;
Come before his presence with singing.
Know ye that the Lord, he is God;
It is he that hath made us,
and not we ourselves;
We are his people,
and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
And into his courts with praise;
Be thankful unto him,
and bless his name. .
For the Lord is good, his mercy is
everlasting,
And his truth endureth to all generations.

PSALM 126

When the Lord turned again the captivity
of Zion, !
We were like them that dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
And our tongue with singing:
Then said they among the heathen,
The Lord hath done great things for them.
The Lord hath done great things for us;
Whereof we are glad.
Turn again our captivity, O Lord,
As the streams in the south.
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
He that goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed,
Shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.
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Sl TALE
OF
JONAH

History in the Old Testament ends
with the partial restoration of Jerusalem
under the leadership of Ezra and Nehe-
miah. The Old Testament has practically
nothing to say about the period after
this, the successive eras of Greek and
Roman domination when the Old Tes-
tament itself was being assembled in its
present form.

Though its date of composition is
unknown, one of the final books to be
accepted as Holy Scripture in the
Hebrew Bible was undoubtedly the story
of Jonah, which follows. It is one of
the shortest books of the Bible, but
it is considered by some to be one of
the most profound. Beneath its surface,
it tells of God’s concern for all people,
even the Ninevites, long hated by the
Hebrews.

HE word of the Lord
came to Jonah, son
of Amittai, saying:
“Arise and go to
the city of Nineveh, and preach in it,
for its wickedness has offended me.”
But Jonah fled before the face of the
Lord, and he went down to Joppa,
where he found a ship which was
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bound for Tarshish, in the opposite
direction from Nineveh. So he paid
his passage and went down into the
ship to go to Tarshish, in order to
escape the presence of the Lord.

But the Lord sent a great wind out
on the sea, and a mighty tempest arose
and the ship was in danger of being
wrecked. The sailors were afraid and
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JonaH 1

cach one prayed to his god. And they
took the cargo and threw it into the
sea to lighten the ship.

Jonah was deep inside the ship
where he lay fast asleep. So the
shipmaster came to him and said:
“What do you mean, O sleeper? Arise,
call on your God, and if he wills, it
may be that we will not perish.”

Then the sailors said to each other:
“Come let us cast lots, that we may
know who is the cause of this evil
which has come upon us.”




So they cast lots, and the lot fell
upon Jonah. And they said to him:
“Tell us, we pray you, why this evil
has befallen us? What is your occu-
pation? Where do you come from?
What is your country and your people?”

“] am a Hebrew,” Jonah said to
them. “I worship the Lord, the God
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of heaven, who has made the sea and
the dry land.”

But Jonah also admitted that he
had fled from his God, and then the
sailors were exceedingly afraid and they
said to him: “Why have you done
this? What shall we do to you, in order
to calm the sea?”

“Take me up,” said Jonah, “and
cast me forth into the sea, and it will
be calm for you. I know that it is for
my sake that this great tempest is
upon you.”

Nevertheless the men rowed hard
to bring the ship to land. But they
could not, for the waves were great

and the wind was strong against them.
Therefore they cried to the Lord:
“We beseech you, O Lord, we beseech
you not to let us perish for the sake
of this man, and do not hold us
responsible for an innocent death,
since you, O Lord, have done
everything according to your will.”
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Then they took Jonah and threw
him into the sea. And the sea stopped
its raging. And the men were struck
with fear of the Lord, so they offered
a sacrifice and made vows to the
Lord.

Now the Lord had made ready a
great fish to swallow Jonah., and
Jonah was in the belly of the fish
for three days and three nights. During
this time he prayed to the Lord, and
at last the Lord spoke to the fish,
and it vomited Jonah out on the dry
land.

Then the word of the Lord came to
Jonah for the second time, saying:
“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great
city, and preach there the preaching
that I tell you.” :

So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh,

“according to the word of the Lord.

When he reached the city, he walked
about in it for a day, and cried:
“In forty days Nineveh will be over-
thrown.™

So the people of Nineveh believed
in God, and proclaimed a fast and
dressed themselves in sackcloth, from
the greatest to the very least of them.

Word came to the king of Nineveh,
and he rose from his throne and took
off his robe, and clothed himself in
sackcloth and sat among ashes. And he
caused a decree of the king and his
nobles to be proclaimed and published
throughout Nineveh, saying: “Let nei-
ther man nor beast, oxen nor sheep,
taste anything. Let them neither eat

nor drink water, but let them all be
covered with sackcloth and let them
cry to the Lord with all their might.
Let each one turn from his evil way,
and from all violence. Who can tell if
God may not turn and repent, and

turn his fierce anger from us, so that
we shall not perish?”

God saw their deeds and how they
had abandoned their evil ways, and he
repented of the evil that he had said
he would do to them. He did it not.
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GOD ANSWERS
JONAH’S ANGER

But Jonah was very displeased and
exceedingly angry. He prayed to the
Lord, saying: “I pray you, O Lord,
did I not say as much when I was still
in my own country? That was why I
fled from you to Tarshish. For I knew
that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger and of great
kindness, and repenting of evil. There-
fore, now, O Lord, I beg you to take
away my life from me: for it is better
for me to die than to live.”

The Lord answered him: “Is it right
of you to be angry?”

So Jonah went out of the city and
sat on the east side of it. He made
a shelter for himself and sat under it,
and there he waited to see what would
become of the city.

The Lord God prepared a gourd
and made it grow up over Jonah’s
head to shade him from the noonday
sun and ease his grief. So Jonah was
very thankful for the gourd.

But early the next morning, God
sent a worm which attacked the gourd,
so that it withered; and when the sun
came up, God sent a violent east wind,
and the sun beat down on Jonah’s
head, and he fainted and longed to
die, saying: “It is better for me to die
than to live.”

Then God said to Jonah: “Is it
right for you to be so angry about
the gourd?” )

Jonah said: “I am quite right to be
angry, even unto death.”

Then the Lord said to him: “You
have had pity on the gourd, though
you neither planted it nor tended it;
it came up in a night, and it perished
in a night.

“Should I not spare Nineveh, that
great city, with all its cattle and all
its hundred and twenty thousand
inhabitants?”’
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A VISION
OF DAYS
TO COME

The idea that the tale of Jonah
expresses in story form is stated repeai-
edly by many of the prophets through-
out the Old Testament. This is that
God’s love is both special and far-
reaching. It is special in that it is directed
towards ‘the people of Israel and Judah’
with whom God made a covenant at the
time of Moses, and far-reaching in that
it is not thereby limited to any particular
people, time or place.

Its far-reaching qualities are evident
in the first of these passages from Micah
in which the prophet looks forward to
the day of freedom when all nations
shall worship God in peace.

But in the last days, it shall come to pass,
that the mountain of the house
of the Lord shall be established
in the top of the mountains,
And it shall be exalted among the hills
and people shall flock into it
and many nations shall come, and say,
“Come, and ler us go up
to the mountains of the Lord
and to the house of the God of Jacob.

Mucss 4, 6
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Nation shall not lift up
a sword against nation
And they shall not learn war any more.

The special qualities of God's love are
clear from the second passage in which
first God speaks, then the people of
Israel, and finally, in the last verse,
Micah himself. Micah’s words represent
the essence of the prophets’ teaching:
God requires of his people not sacrifices
but lives of justice, kindness and peace.

“O my people, what have I done to you?
And how have I worried you?
Give evidence against me.
1 brought you out of the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from slavery
and set before you Moses
and Aaron and Miriam.”

“With what shall we come before the Lord?
and bow ourselves before the high God?
Shall we come before him
with burnt offerings,
with calves of a year old?”

“He has shown you, O man, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you,
but to do justly,
and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God?”
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ZACHARIAS
AND
ELISABETH

HERE was in the
days of Herod, the
king of Judea, a priest
named Zacharias,
and his wife Elisabeth. They were both
righteous before God, keeping the com-
mandments of the Lord. But they had
no children, and they were both well
advanced in years.

Now when it was Zacharias’ turn
to serve in the temple, he went into
the temple to burn incense while the
whole multitude of the people prayed
outside. And an angel of the Lord
appeared to him at the right side of the
altar, and when Zacharias saw him,
he was troubled and fear fell upon
him. But the angel said to him:

“Fear not, Zacharias, for your
prayer is heard. Your wife shall bear
you a son, and you shall call his name
John. You shall have joy and glad-
ness and many shall rejoice at his
birth. For he shall be great in the
sight of the Lord, and shall drink nei-
ther wine nor strong drink. He shall
be filled with the Holy Spirit. And
he shall turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God.

352

Luke 1

“He shall go before him in the spirit
and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord.”

“How am I to know this is to be?”
said Zacharias to the angel. “For I
am an old man and my wife too is
advanced in years.”

The angel answered him, saying:

“I am Gabriel, and I stand in the
presence of God. I have been sent
to speak to you and to tell you these
glad tidings. And, behold, you shall
be dumb and unable to speak until
these things come about, because you
did not believe my words.”

The people waiting outside won-
dered why Zacharias was so long in

the temple. When he came out he could
not speak to them, and they sensed
that he had seen a vision in the temple,
for he made signs to them and remained
speechless.

And when his time of service was
completed he returned home, and be-
fore long his wife Elisabeth knew that
she was going to have a child.
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AN ANGEL
VISITS MARY

HE angel Gabriel
was sent by God to
a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to
a maiden betrothed to a man named
Joseph, of the family of David. The
name of the maiden was Mary.

The angel appeared to her and said:

“‘Hail, you who are highly favoured!
The Lord is with you; blessed are you
among women.”

And when she saw him, she was trou-
bled at what he had said and wondered
to herself what this greeting could
mean. Then the angel continued:

“Fear not, Mary, for you have
found favour with God. You shall
bring forth a son and shall call his
name Jesus. He shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Highest,
and the Lord God shall give him the
throne of his forefather David. He
shall rule over the house of Jacob for
ever, and of his kingdom there shall
be no end.”

“How shall this be,” Mary said
to the angel, “seeing that I have no
husband?”

The angel answered and said to her:

“The Holy Spirit shall come upon
you and the power of the Most High
shall overshadow you. The child that
is born of 'you shall be holy and shall
be called the Son of God.” :
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“Behold, I am the handmaiden of
the Lord,” Mary said. “Let it be to
me as you have said.”

So Mary arose and went into the
hill country with haste, to a town of
Judah where she went to the house of
Zacharias and his wife, her cousin
Elisabeth. And when Elisabeth heard
her greeting she was filled with the
Holy Spirit and she cried out with a
loud voice:

“Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the child you shall
bear. But why is it that the mother
of my Lord should come to me?”

~ And Mary said:
~ “My soul does praise the Lord,

And my spirit has rejoiced
in God my Saviour.

For he has regarded the lowliness
of his handmaiden: for, behold,
from henceforth all generations
shall call me blessed:

For he that is mighty has done
great things for me,
and holy is his name.

His mercy is on those who fear him
[from generation to generation.

He has showed strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud
in the imagination of their hearts.

He has put down the mighty
Jrom their thrones and
has exalted them of low degree.
He has filled the hungry
with good things,
and the rich he has sent

empty away.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy;
As he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.”

Mary remained with Elisabeth for
about three months and then returned
to her own house.
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THE BIRTH OF JOHN
THE BAPTIST

Now Elisabeth’s time came that she
should give birth, and she brought
forth a son. Her neighbours and her
cousins heard how the Lord had shown
great mercy upon her, and they re-
joiced with her.

And it came to pass that on the
eighth day the child was to be circum-
cised, and they called him Zacharias,
after the name of his father.

But his mother said, “No, he shall
be called John.” And they said to
her, “There is no one of your family
that is called by this name.” And they
made signs to his father, asking how
he would have him called.

Zacharias asked for a writing tablet,
and wrote: “His name is John.” And
they all marvelled. Then immediately
Zacharias’ mouth was opened, and
his tongue loosed, and he spoke and
praised God. And fear came on all
that lived round about them.

Word of all these doings spread
throughout all the hill country of
Judah, and all that heard of them laid
them up in their hearts, saying:

“What kind of child shall this be!”

And his father Zacharias was filled
with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied,
saying:

s

*“Blessed be the Lord of Israel,
for he has visited and
redeemed his people.
And has raised up a horn
of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David;
As he spoke by the mouth
of his holy prophets,
which have been since
the world began:
That we may be saved from our enemies,
and from the hand of all that hate us,
To perform the mercy promised
to our fathers, and
to remember his holy covenant;
The oath which he swore
to our father Abraham,
That he would grant unto us,
that we being delivered
out of the hand of our enemies,
might serve him without fear,
In holiness and righteousness
before him, all the days of our life:
And you, child, shall be called
the prophet of the Highest,
for you shall go before the face
of the Lord to prepare his ways-
To give knowledge of salvation
to his people by remission
of their sins, through the
tender mercy of our God;
whereby the dayspring from
on high has visited us,
To give light to them that sit
in darkness and in the shadow
of death, to guide our feet
into the way of peace.”

The child grew and became strong
in spirit, and lived in the deserts till
the day of his appearance unto Israel.

THE BIRTH
OF JESUS

T came to pass in
those days that a
decree went out from
Caesar Augustus, the
emperor in Rome, that all the world
should be taxed. This taxing was
first made when Cyrenius was gover-
nor of Syria.

_Everyone went to be taxed, each to
his own city. And Joseph went up
from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth,
into Judea, to the city of David which
is called Bethlehem, because he was
of the house and family of David, to
be taxed with Mary his wife who was
soon to have a child.

Soit came to pass that while they
were there the day arrived for her
child to be born. She brought forth
her firstborn son, and wrapped him
n swaddling clothes, and laid him
in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.

LUKE 2

There were in the same country
shepherds staying in the field, keeping
watch over their flocks by night. And
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them, and they were
much afraid.

“Fear not,” the angel said to them.
“For I bring you good tidings of a
great joy that is coming to all people.
For to you is born this day in the city
of David a Saviour who is Christ the
Lord. And this shall be a sign to
you: You shall find the babe wrapped
in swaddling clothes, lying in a man-
gen.

And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying:

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace,
good will toward men.”

When the angels had gone away
from them into heaven, the shepherds







LUKED

said to one another, “Let us go into
Bethlehem and see this thing which
has come to pass, which the Lord has
made known to us.”

They went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying
in a manger. And when they had
seen it, they made known throughout
the land what they had been told con-
cerning this child. And all who heard
it marvelled at the things which were
told them by the shepherds. But Mary
kept all these things, and pondered
them in her heart.

THE PRESENTATION IN
THE TEMPLE

Now when the time arrived for the
child to be circumcised, he was called
Jesus, the name given him by the
angel before he was born. And when
the days of the purification were over,
according to the law of Moses, they
brought him to Jerusalem, to present
him to the Lord (as it is written in the
law of the Lord, “Every firstborn son
shall be called holy to the Lord”)
and to offer a sacrifice according to
that which is said in the law of the
Lord: “A pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons.”

And there was a man in Jerusalem
whose name was Simeon, and who
was just and devout. The Holy Spirit
was in him, and had revealed to him
that he should not die before he had
seen the Lord’s Christ. The Spirit led
him that day to the temple, and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus,
to do for him what the law required,
Simeon took him up in his arms, and
blessed God and said:

“Lord, now let your servant depart
in peace, according to your word.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared before
the face of all people;
A light to lighten the Gentiles,
and the glory of your people Israel.”
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Joseph and the child’s mother mar-
velled at the things which were spoken
of him. And Simeon blessed them,
and said to Mary: “This child is
destined to bring about the fall and
rising again of many in Israel. He shall
be a sign against which many shall
speak (yes, through him a sword
shall pierce your own soul also) that
the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed.”
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THE VISEE
OF THE
WISE MEN

OW when Jesus was

born in Bethlehem of

Judea, in the days

* of Herod the king,

there came wise men from the east to

Jerusalem, asking: “Where is he that

is born King of the Jews? For we have

seen his star in the east.and are come
to worship him.”

When Herod the king heard these
things, he was troubled, and all Jeru-
salem with him. And when he had
gathered all the chief priests and scribes
of the people together, he asked them
where Christ should be born. “In
Bethlehem of Judea,” they said. “For
thus it is written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are not the least among
the princes of Judah.
For out of you shall come a Governor,
that shall rule my people Israel.’ ™

Then Herod sent secretly for the
wise men, and asked them what time
the star had appeared. And he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search carefully for the young child,
and when you have found him, bring
me word, that [ may come and wor-
ship him also.”

When they had heard the king, they
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departed. And, lo, the star which
they saw in the east went before them
till it came and stood over the place
where the young child was. When
they saw the star, they rejoiced with

great joy. And when they came into
the house, they saw the young child
with Mary his mother, and they fell
down and worshipped him, and pre-
sented to him gifts: gold, frankincense,

and myrrh. And being warned by God
in a dream that they should not
return to Herod, they departed and
returned to their own country by
another way.
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THE FLIGHT
INTO EGYPT

" HEN the wise men
had departed, the
angel of the Lord

' appeared and spoke
to Joseph in a dream, saying:

“Arise, and take the young child
and his mother, and flee into Egypt,
and stay there until I bring you word.
For Herod will seek the child to de-
stroy him.”

So he arose and took the young child
and his mother into Egypt. And there
they remained until the death of Herod,
that the word of the prophet of the
Lord might be fulfilled: “Out of Egypt
have I called my son.”

When Herod saw that the wise men
had deceived him, he was greatly
angered. He ordered that all the chil-
dren under two years old in Bethlehem
and the land around should be put
to death, in accordance with the time
he had learned from the wise men.
Then was fulfilled that which was
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet:

“In Rama was there a voice heard,
lamenting, and weeping and mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children,
and would not be comforted,
because they were no more.”
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But when Herod died, an angel of
the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt, saying: “Rise up and take
the young child and his mother and
go into the land of Israel. For those
who sought the child’s life are dead.”

And he arose and took the young
child and his mother, and went into
the land of Israel. But when he heard
that Archelaus reigned in Judea in the
place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. So, being warned

by God in a dream, he turned aside
again into the region of Galilee. He
went and settled in the city of Nazareth,
so that the words which were spoken
by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He
shall be called a Nazarene.”

365




LUKE 2

JESUS
AMONG THE
TEACHERS

ND the child grew
and became strong
in spirit and filled
with wisdom, and
the grace of God was upon him.

Now when he was twelve years old,
his parents went up to Jerusalem ac-
cording to the custom for the feast of
the passover. After the passover was
ended, and they were returning, the
child Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem.

Joseph and Mary did not know this
and, supposing him to have been in
their group, went a day’s journey be-
fore seeking him among their kinsmen
and acquaintances. When they did not
find him, they turned back again to
Jerusalem, seeking him.

After three days, they found him in
the temple, sitting among the teachers,
both listening to them and asking them
questions. And all who heard him

were astonished at his understanding
and answers.

When his parents saw him, they were
amazed. And his mother said to him,
“Son, why have you behaved like this
to us? Your father and I have been

looking for you and worrying.” And
he said to them, “Why did you look
for me? Did you not know that I
must be about my Father’s business?”
But they did not understand what he
was saying to them.

Then he went with them to Naza-
reth, and was obedient to them, but
his mother kept all these things in her
heart. Jesus, as he grew up, increased
both in wisdom and in favour with
God and man.




THE BAPTISM
OF JESUS
BY JOHN

OW in the fifteenth
year of the reign of
Tiberius Caesar,
when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea, and Herod
was tetrarch of Galilee, the word of God
came unto John the son of Zacharias
in the wilderness. And he came into all
the country about Jordan, preaching
the baptism of repentance for the remis-
sion of sins, as it is written in the book
of Isaiah the prophet, saying:

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness,

‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.

Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain
and hill shall be made low.

And the crooked shall be made straight,

and the rough shall be made smooth.

And all flesh shall see

the salvation of God.

John wore clothing made of camel’s
hair, and a leather girdle about his
waist. And his food was locusts and
wild honey.

The people of Jerusalem and all
Judea and all the region round about
Jordan, went out to him, and were
baptized by him, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many of the Pharisees
and Sadducees come to his baptism, he
said to them:
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“O generation of vipers, who has
warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? Do, therefore, deeds that show
repentance, and do not just say within
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for

our forefather.” For I say to you that
God is able to raise up children for
Abraham from these stones. And now
the axe is laid to the root of the trees.
Therefore, every tree which brings not

—LUKE 3, MATTHEW 3

forth good fruit is cut down and cast
into the fire.”

“What shall we do then?” the people
asked him. And he answered:

“He who has two coats, let him give
to him who has none, and he who has
meat, let him give to those that are
without.”

Then came also tax-collectors to be
baptized and said to him, ‘“Master,
what shall we do?” And he said to
them, “Collect no more than you are
instructed to.”

Soldiers came to him asking, “And
what shall we do?” And he said to
them, “Do violence to no man, nor
accuse any falsely. And be content
with your wages.”

People were expectant and wondered
in their hearts whether he was the
Christ or not. John therefore answered,
saying to all of them:

“I indeed baptize you with water,
but one mightier than I is coming whose
shoes I am not worthy to undo. He
shall baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire.

“His fork is in his hand, and he
will thoroughly clean his floor after
the harvest, and will gather his wheat
into the granary. But he will burn up
the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Then Jesus came from Galilee to
Jordan in order to be baptized by
John. But John stopped him saying,
“I have need to be baptized by you,
and do you come to me?”’

And Jesus answering said to him,
“Let it be so now, for by us must all
righteousness be fulfilled.”

So John consented. And Jesus, when
he was baptized, arose directly from
the water. And, lo, the heavens were
opened and he saw the Spirit of God
coming down like a dove, and alighting
upon him. And behold a voice from
heaven said:

“This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased.”
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THE
TEMPTATION
IN THE
WILDERNESS

ESUS, full of the
Holy Spirit, returned
from the Jordan and
was led by the Spir-
it into the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. Jesus fasted forty days
and forty nights, and afterwards he
was hungry. Then the devil came to
him and said, “If you are the Son of
God, command that these stones be
made bread.”

But Jesus answered saying:

“It is written: Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that
comes out of the mouth of God.”

Then the devil took him up into the
holy city, and set him on a pinnacle of
the temple, and said to him, “If you
are the Son of God, throw yourself
down. For it is written that he shall
put his angels in charge of you to keep
you safe, and they shall catch you in
their hands, lest you strike your foot
against a stone.” Jesus said to him:

“It is written also: You shall not
tempt the Lord your God.”
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Again, the devil took him up into
a very big mountain, and showed
him all the kingdoms of the world,
and the glory of them. And he said:

“All these things I will give you, if  You shall worship the Lord your God,

you will fall down and worship me.” and him only shall you serve.”
Then Jesus said: Then the devil left him and, behold,
“Away, Satan. For it is written:  angels came and ministered unto him.
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JESUS
IN
GALILEE

OW Herod, being re-
proved by John for
\ all the evils which he
o " had done, had John
cast into prison, and when Jesus heard
this, he departed into Galilee. And
leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt
in Capernaum which is on the sea
~ coast.

At this time Jesus began to preach,
and to say, ‘“Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand.” He was about
thirty years of age when he began his
ministry.

And as he was walking by the sea
of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew
his brother casting a net into the sea,
for they were fishermen. And he went
on to one of the boats, which was
Simon’s, and asked him to push out
a little from the shore. Then he sat
down and taught the people from the
boat.

When he had finished speaking, he
said to Simon, ‘“Launch out into the
deep water and let down your nets
for a catch.” And Simon answering
said to him, ‘““Master, we have laboured
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all night and have taken nothing.
Nevertheless, at your word I will let
down the nets.”

When they had done this, they en-
closed a great multitude of fish, and
their nets broke. Then they called their
partners, who were in another boat,
that they should come and help them.
And they came, and filled both the
boats so- full that they began to sink.

e
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When Simon saw this, he fell down
at Jesus” knees, saying, “Depart from
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”
For he was astonished, and so were
all that were with him, at the catch
of fish which they had taken.

Then Jesus said to them, “Follow
me, and I will make you fishers of
men.” And immediately they forsook
their nets, and followed him.

When he had gone a little further, he
saw James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother, who were in their
boat mending their nets. He called

. them, and they left their father Zebedee
_in the boat with the hired servants,

“and followed him.
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MARRIAGE

HE third day there

was a marriage in

Cana of Galilee, and

the mother of Jesus
was there. Jesus and his disciples were
also invited to the wedding. And when
they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus
said to him, “They have no more
wine.” Jesus said to her, ‘“Woman,
what would you have me do? It is not
yet time for me to act.”” His mother
said to the servants, ‘“Whatever he
says to you, do it.”

Now there were six stone waterpots
standing there for the purification
rites of the Jews, holding twenty to
thirty gallons apiece. Jesus said to the
servants, “Fill the waterpots with
water.” And they filled them to the
brim. Then he said to them, “Draw
some out now, and take it.to the master
of the feast.” And they took it.

When the master of the feast tasted
the water that was made wine, not
knowing where it came from (but the
servants who had drawn the water
knew), the master of the feast called
to the bridegroom and said to him,
“Every man sets out good wine at
the beginning, and when men have
drunk well, then that which is worse.
But you have kept the good wine
until now.”

This beginning of miracles Jesus did
in Cana of Galilee, and showed his
glory, and his disciples believed in him.
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JESUS
PREACHES
IN THE
SYNAGOGUES

FTER this he went
down to Capernaum,
with his mother and

. his brothers and
his disciples, and on the sabbath day
he entered into the synagogue and
taught. And people were astonished
at his words, for he taught them as one
that had authority, and not as the
scribes.

And there was in the synagogue a
man with an unclean spirit and he
cried out saying:

“Let us alone. What have we to do
with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? I know who
you are: the Holy One of God.”

And Jesus rebuked him saying,
“Hold your peace, and come out of
him.”

The unclear spirit shook him and
cried with a loud voice, and then came
out of him. And they were all amazed,
and they questioned among themselves,
saying, “What thing is this? What new
doctrine is this? For with authority
he commands even the unclean spirits
and they do obey him.” And imme-
diately his fame spread abroad through-
out all the region round about
Galilee.

When they left the synagogue, they
went into the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. Simon’s

o
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wife’s mother lay sick of a fever, and
they told him of her. And he came
and took her by the hand, and lifted
her up, and immediately the fever left
her, and she waited upon them.

That evening, when the sun did set
they brought to him all that were dis-
eased and them that were possessed
with devils. And all the city was gath-
ered together at the door. He healed
many that were sick of various dis-
eases, and cast out many devils.

In the morning, rising up a long
while before daylight, he went out and
departed into a solitary place, and
there prayed. Simon and they that
were with him followed after him,
and when they found him, they said
to him, “All men seek for you.” And
he said to them, “Let us go into the
next towns, that I may preach there
also, for that is why I came forth.”

And he preached in synagogues
throughout all Galilee, and cast out
devils.

JESUS HEALS THE LEPER

And there came a leper to him,
begging him, and kneeling down and
saying to him:

“If you will, you can make me
clean.”

Jesus, moved with compassion, put
forth his hand, and touched him, and
said to him, “I will. Be clean.” And
as soon as he had spoken, immediate-
ly the leprosy departed from him,
and he was cleansed. Then he sent him
away, saying to him, “See that you
say nothing to any man, but go your
way, show yourself to the priest, and
offer for your cleansing those things
which Moses commanded.”

But he went out and told the news
widely, so much that Jesus could no
longer openly enter into the city, but
stayed outside in desert places. And
people came to him from every quarter.
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LUKE 5

THE
PHARISEES
QUESTION

JESUS

AA T came to pass on
An a certain day, as he

was teaching, that
there were Pharisees
and doctors of the law sitting by,
who had come out of every town
of Galilee, and Judea, and Jerusalem.
And the power of the Lord was pres-
ent to heal them.

Some men brought in a bed a man
who was taken with a paralysis. They
sought means to bring him in and lay
him before Jesus, but they could not
find a way because of the multitude.
So they went upon a housetop and let
him down through the roof with the
bed into the presence of Jesus. And
when Jesus saw their faith, he said to
him, “Man, your sins are forgiven
you.”

Then the scribes and the Pharisees
began questioning, saying, “Who is this
who speaks blasphemies? Who can
forgive sins, but God alone?”

But when Jesus sensed what they
were thinking, he answered them, and
said:

“Why do you question in your
hearts, asking whether it is easier to
say, “Your sins are forgiven you,” or
*Rise up and walk™

N —
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“In order that you may know that
the Son of man has power on earth to
forgive sins,” (he said to the para-
lysed man), “I say to you: Arise,
and take up your bed and go mto your
house.™

And immediately be rose up before
them, and took up the bed on which he
lay, and departed to his owm house,
glorifying God. And they were all
amazed, and they gloriied God. and
were filled with fear. savme “We have
seen strange things today.™

As Jesus went on b way, be saw a
man named Matthew sttime at the tax
office, and be saad 0 Em. “Follow
me.” And Maiithew asoss and fol-
lowed ham.
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MATTHEW 9, 12

One day, as Jesus sat eating, many
tax-collectors and sinners came and
sat down with him and his disciples.
And when the Pharisees saw it, they
said to his disciples, “Why does your
master eat with tax-collectors and
sinners?”’

And Jesus, answering, said to them:

“They that are healthy do not need
a physician, but they that are sick. Go
and learn what this means: ‘[ will
have mercy, and not sacrifice.” For
I have not come to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance.”

Then the disciples of John came to
him, saying, “Why do we and the
Pharisees fast often, while your dis-
ciples do not fast?”

And Jesus said to them:

“Do wedding guests mourn, as long
as the bridegroom is with them? The
days will come when the bridegroom
shall be taken from them, and then
they shall fast.”

THE SABBATH DAY

At that time Jesus went on the
sabbath day through the corn. His dis-
ciples were hungry and began to pluck
ears of corn, and to eat. When the Phar-
isees saw it, they said to him, “Behold,
your disciples are doing what it is not
lawful to do upon the sabbath day.”

But he said to them:

“Have you not read what David
did, and those who were with him,
when he was hungry: how he entered
into the house of God and ate the
showbread, which was not lawful for
him to eat, nor for those who were
with him, but only for the priests?

“Or have you not read in the law,
how on the sabbath days the priests
in the temple profane the sabbath and
are blameless? But I say to you that
in this place is one greater than the
temple. For the Son of man is Lord
even of the sabbath day.”
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JESUS HEALS ON THE SABBATH

And he went out from there and went
into their synagogue where there was
a man who had his hand withered. And
they asked him, “Is it lawful to heal
on the sabbath day?” so that they
might accuse him.

Then Jesus said to them:

“What man is there among you that,
if he has a sheep that falls into a pit on
the sabbath day, will not take hold of
it and lift it out? How much better
is a man than a sheep? It is therefore
lawful to do good on the sabbath.”

Then he said to the man, “Stretch
forth your hand.” And he stretched
it forth and it was restored whole like
the other. Then the Pharisees went

out, and held a meeting against him,
to plan how they might destroy him.
Now there is at Jerusalem by the
sheep market a pool. Around it lay
a great multitude of mwvald folk, of
blind, lame and withered, waiting for
the water to move. For an angel of the

s

Lord went down at certain seasons into
the pool and troubled the water. And
whoever stepped in first after the trou-
bling of the water was cured of what-
ever disease he had.

THE INVALID AT THE POOL

A certain man was there who had
had a sickness for thirty-eight years.
When Jesus saw him and knew that
he had been lying there a long time, he
said to him, “Do you wish to be made
healthy?”

The invalid man answered, “Sir,
I have no man to put me in the pool
when the water is troubled, and while

I'am going, another steps down before
ane.”

Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up
your bed, and walk.” And immediate-
Iy the man was made healthy, and
took up his bed, and walked.

Now that day was the sabbath.
Therefore the Jews said to him that
was cured, “It is the sabbath day. It

Joun 5

is not lawful for you to carry your
bed.” He answered them, “He that
made me healthy said to me, ‘Take
up your bed and walk.”

) Then they asked him, “What man
1s the one who said to you, ‘Take
up your bed and walk?” ” But he
that was healed did not know who it
was, for Jesus had gone away, a crowd
being in the place.

Afterwards, Jesus found him in the
temple, and said to him, “Behold, you
are well. Sin no more, lest a worse
thing come to you.” The man de-
parted, and told the priests that it was
Jesus who had healed him. And there-
fore the authorities persecuted Jesus,
and tried to slay him, because he had
done these things on the sabbath day.

But Jesus answered them, “My
Father is for ever at work, and so am I
Ther_efore his enemies tried even more
to kill him, because he not only had
broken the sabbath, but said also that
God was his Father, making himself

equal with God.
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Luke 6, MARK 3, MATTHEW 10

THE TWELVE APOSTLES P
ARE CHOSEN | _ - b Y8

And it came to pass in those days
that he went out into a mountain to \
pray, and continued all night in prayer "
to God. And when it was day, he called
to him his disciples, and of them he
chose twelve, whom he also named
apostles. And he gave to them power
to cast out unclean spirits, and to heal
all kinds of sickness and all disease.

Now the names of the twelve apostles
are these: The first, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother;
James the son of Zebedee and John
his brother; Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew the publican;
James the son of Alpheus and Lebbeus,
whose surname was Thaddeus; Simon
the Canaanite; and Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed him. :

And‘ he came down with them

stoo¢_i in tl_le plain, with the com’ng(;
of his disciples and a great multitude
of people from all Judea and Jerusa-
lem, and from the sea coast of Tyre
and Sidon, which came to hear him
and to be healed from their diseases
And thc?y_ that were troubled with un-'
clean_ Spirits were healed. And the whole
rl:g;;tltude; tfl:ied to touch him, for good-

went forth from hij
every one of them. e

383



MATTHEW 5

THE SERMON
ON THE
MOUNT

ND seeing the mul-
titudes, he went up
into amountain. And
when he had found
a suitable place, his disciples came to
him, and he opened his mouth and
taught them saying:

**Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn,

for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,

for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they which do hunger

and thirst for righteousness,

for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful,

for they shall obtain mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart,

Jor they shall see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they shall be called

the children of God.
Blessed are they which are persecuted

Jor righteousness” sake,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you, when men

shall revile you, and persecute you,

and shall say all manner of evil

against you falsely, for my sake.
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad,

for great is your reward in heaven,

for so persecuted they the prophets

which were before you.
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“You are the salt of the earth. But if
the salt has lost its flavour, how shall
it be salty again? It is then fit for
nothing but to be thrown out and
trodden underfoot.

“You are the light of the world. A
city that is set on a hill cannot be
hidden.

“Men do not light a candle and put
it under a bushel, but on a candlestick,
where it gives light to all that are in
the house.

“Let your light so shine before men
that they may see your gbod works and
glorify your Father who is in heaven.

THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS

“Do not think that I have come to
destroy the old law or the prophets.
I have not come to destroy but to
fultil. For truly I say to you, till
heaven and earth pass away, not one
dotting of an ‘i’ nor crossing of a ‘t’
will be removed from the law until all
is fulfilled. ;

“Therefore whoever breaks one of
the least of these commandments, and
teaches men to do so,shall be called the
lowest of all in the kingdom of heaven.
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For 1 say to you that unless your
goodness excels that of the scribes and
the Pharisees, you shall never enter the
kingdom of heaven.

“You have heard it said by men in
the days of old, “You shall not kill,
and whoever kills shall be in danger
of punishment.” But I say to you that
whoever is angry with his brother
without cause will be in danger of
punishment by God. And whoever
curses his brother shall be in danger of
hell fire.

“Therefore, if you bring your of-
fering to the altar, and there remember
that your brother has any grievance
against you, leave your offering there
before the altar, and go and be first
reconciled to your brother, and then
come and make your offering.

“Agree with your adversary quickly
while you are on the way to court
with him, lest at any time the adver-
sary deliver you to the judge, and the
judge deliver you to the officer, and
you be cast into prison. Truly I say
to you, you shall never come out of
there, till you have paid the last penny.

“Again, you have heard that it has
been said by men of old, “You shall

= Y io

not swear falsely, but shall perform
as you swear in your oaths.” But I say
to you, swear not at all, neither by
heaven, for it is God’s throne, nor
by earth, for it is his footstool; neither
by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the
great King. Nor shall you swear by
your head, because you cannot make
one hair white or black. But let what
you have to say be simply ‘Yes’ or
No,’ for whatever is more than these
comes from evil.

“You have heard that it has been
said, ‘An eye for an eye, a tooth for
a tooth.” But I say to you, do not
resist an injury. Whoever strikes you on
the right cheek, turn to him also the
other. If any man wants to sue you
for your coat, let him have your cloak
as well, and whoever compels you to
2o one mile, go with him two. Give
0 him that asks, and if anyone wishes
0 borrow from you, do not turn away.

THE LOVE OF ENEMIES

“You have heard that it has been
said, “You shall love your neighbour and
hate your enemy.” But I say to you,
love your enemies, bless those who

curse you, do good to those who hate
you, and pray for those who perse-
cute you, so that you may be the chil-
dren of your Father in heaven. For he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on
the good alike, and sends his rain on
the just and on the unjust.

“For if you love those who love you,
what reward do you deserve? Do not
even tax-collectors do the same? And
if you greet your brothers only, what
do you do more than others? Do not
even tax-collectors do so? Be there-
fore perfect, even as your Father who
1s in heaven is perfect.

“Take care that you do not do your
good deeds before men, to be seen by
them. Otherwise you will have no
reward from your Father who is in
heaven. When you give charity, do
not sound a trumpet before yourself
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and in the streets, to have the praise
of men. Truly I say to you, they have
their reward in that. But when you
give alms, let not your left hand
know what your right hand does, so
that your charity may be in secret.
And your Father who sees what you
do in secret shall reward you openly.




MATTHEW 6

THE LORD’S PRAYER

“And when you pray, you shall not
be as the hypocrites are, for they love
to pray standing in the synagogues and
on the corners of the streets, so that
they may be seen by men. Truly I say
to you: that is their reward. But you,
when you pray, go into your room and
when you have shut the door, pray to
your Father who is unseen. And your
Father who sees that which is in secret
shall reward you openly.

“And when you pray, do not use idle
phrases as the heathen do, for they
think they shall be heard for their
many words. Therefore do not be like
them, for your Father knows every-
thing you need, before you ask him.
In this manner therefore pray:

“Our Father who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth,
as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors,

. And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever. Amen.

“For if you forgive men their of-
fences, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. But if you do not for-
give men their offences, neither will
your Father forgive your offences.

“Moreover, when you fast, do not
look sad like the hypocrites. For they
disfigure their faces so that they may
appear to fast. Truly I say to you,
they have their reward. But you, when
you fast, anoint your head, and wash
your face, so that you do not appear
to fast to men, but to your Father. And
your Father who sees that which is in
secret shall reward you openly.

TREASURE IN HEAVEN

“Do not collect for yourselves treas-
ures on earth, where moth and rust
do damage, and where thieves break
through and steal. But collect for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust do damage, and
where thieves do not break through and
steal. For where your treasure is, there
will be your heart also.

“The lamp of the body is the eye. If
therefore your eye is sound, your whole

body shall be full of light. But if your
eve is evil, your whole body shall be
full of darkness. If therefore the light
that is in you is darkness, how great
55 that darkness!

*“No man can serve two masters, for
sither he will hate one and love the

other, or else he will stand by one

and despise the other. You cannot
work for both God and worldly wealth.
Therefore I say to you, do not worry
about your well-being, what you shall
=at. or what you shall drink, nor about
vour body and what you shall put on.
Is not life more than food, and the
body more than clothing?

“Behold the fowls of the air. They
sow not, nor do they reap, nor gather
mto barns. Yet your heavenly Father
f==ds them. Are you not much better
than they? Which of you by taking
thought can add one minute to his
5%? And why do you worry about
cothing? Consider the lilies of the
Scld and how they grow. They do not
work, nor do they spin. And yet I say
% you that even Solomon in all his
slory was not dressed like one of these.
Therefore, if God so clothes the grass of

the field, which today grows and to-
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he
not much more clothe you, O you of
little faith?

“Therefore do not worry saying,
“What shall we eat? or “What shall we
drink? or ‘With what shall we be
clothed?, for your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things.
But seek first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness, and all these things
shall be yours as well. Take therefore
no thought for tomorrow, for tomor-
row shall take care of itself. The trou-
bles of today are enough for today.

“Judge not, that you be not judged.
For by what judgment you make, you
shall be judged, and with what meas-
ure you give, so shall you be measured.
Why do you see the speck that is in
your brother’s eye, but do not notice
the log that is in your own eye? How
can you say to your brother, ‘Let
me pull out the speck from your eye,’
when, behold, there is a log in your
own eye? You hypocrite, first cast
out the log from your own eye, and
then you shall see clearly to cast out
the speck from your brother’s eye.
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MATTHEW 7

MATTHEW 7

“Do not give that which is holy to
the dogs, nor cast your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them under
& their feet, and turn again and attack

: -

N

N  you.

“Ask, and it shall be given you. Seek,
and you shall find. Knock, and it shall
be opened to you. For every one that
asks receives, and he that seeks finds,
and to him that knocks it shall be
opened. What man is there among you
who, if his son asks bread, will give him
a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will give
him a serpent?

THE GOLDEN RULE

“If you then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts to your children,
how much more shall your Father who
is in heaven give good things to them
that ask him? Therefore, whatever you
want that men should do to you, do
so to them. For this is the law and the
prophets.

“Enter in at the narrow gate, for
wide is the gate and broad is the way
that leads to destruction, and there
are many who go in that way. Because
narrow is the gate, and narrow is the
way which leads to life, and there are
few that find it.

BY THEIR FRUITS...

“Beware of false prophets which
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly are ravenous wolves. You
shall know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes from thorns, or
figs from thistles? Every good tree
brings forth good fruit, but a bad
tree brings forth bad fruit. A good
tree cannot bring forth bad fruit, nor
can a bad tree bring forth good fruit.
Every tree that does not bring forth
good fruit is cut down, and cast into
the fire. Therefore, by their fruits you
shall know them.

“Not everyone that says to me,
‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter. into the
kingdom of heaven, but he shall that
does the will of my Father who is in
heaven. Many will say to me that day,

" “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied

in your name, and in your name cast
out devils, and in your name done
many wonderful works?” And then I
will say to them, ‘I never knew you.
Depart from me, you that practise

“Therefore, whoever hears these
sayings of mine, and does them, I
will liken to a wise man who built his
house upon a rock. The rain came

down, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat against that
house, but it did not fall, for it was
founded upon a rock. And every one
that hears these sayings of mine and
does them not, shall be like a foolish
man who built his house upon the sand.
And the rain came down, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and
beat against that house, and it fell.
And great was the fall of it.”

And it came to pass, when Jesus had
ended these sayings, the people were
astonished at his doctrine. For he
taught them as one having authority,
and not as the scribes.
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LUKE 7

TFIE
MINISTRY
OF JESUS
CONTINUES

OW when he had
ended all his sayings
in the audience of the
people, he entered
into Capernaum. There a certain cen-
turion had a servant who was dear
to him, who was sick and ready to die.
And when he heard of Jesus, he sent
to him the elders of the Jews, begging
him to come and heal his servant.
When the elders came to Jesus they
spoke to him saying, ‘“He deserves
that you should do this, for he loves
our nation and he has built us a syna-
gogue.”

Then Jesus went with them, and
when he was not far from the house,
the centurion sent friends to him,
saying, “Lord, do not trouble yourself,
for I am not worthy that you should
enter my house, nor have I thought
myself worthy to come to you. But
say the word and my servant shall be
healed. For I am a man of authority,
having under me soldiers; I say to
one, ‘Go,” and he goes, and to another,
‘Come,” and he comes, and to my
servant, ‘Do this,” and he does it.”

When Jesus heard these things, he
marvelled, and, turning around, he
said to the people that followed him,
“I say to you, I have not found such
great faith, no, not in Israel.” And
when they that were sent returned to
the house they found the servant
healed that had been sick.
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JESUS HEALS THE
WIDOW’S SON

The next day, he went into a city
called Nain, and many of his disciples
went with him and many people. Now
when he came to the gate of the city,
behold, there was a dead man being

carried out, the only son of his mother
who was a widow. And many people
of the city were with her.

When the Lord saw her, he had
compassion on her, and said to her,
“Weep not.” Then he went over and
touched the coffin, while they that car-
ned it stood still. And he said, “Young

man, I say to you, arise.” And he
that was dead sat up and began to
speak. And Jesus delivered him to his
mother.

And there came a great fear on all,
and they glorified God, saying that a
great prophet had risen up among them,
and that God had visited his people.
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JESUS SENDS WORD TO
JOHN THE BAPTIST

The disciples of John told him of
all these things. And John called two
of them and sent them to Jesus, saying,
“Are you he that is to come, or are
we to look for another?”

In the same hour when the men
came, he cured many of their sick-
nesses and plagues, and evil spirits.
Then Jesus answered :

“Go your way, and tell John what
things you have seen and heard, how
the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead
are raised, and to the poor the gospel
is preached. And blessed is he who
shall not be offended by me.”

When the messengers of John had
departed, he began to speak to the
people concerning John:

“What did you go into the wilder-
ness to see? A reed shaken by the
wind? What did you go out to dis-
cover? Behold, they who are gorgeously

dressed and live delicately are in kings’
courts. But what did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you,
and much more than a prophet. This
is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold,
I send my messenger who shall pre-
pare your way before you.” For I say
to you, among those that are born of
women there is not a greater prophet
than John the Baptist. But he that is
least in the kingdom of God is greater
than he.

“To what therefore shall I compare
the men of this generation? What are
they like? They are like children sitting
in the market place, and calling to one
another and saying, ‘We have piped
for you, and you have not danced;
we cried for you, and you have not
wept.” For John the Baptist came
neither eating bread nor drinking wine,
and you say, ‘He has a devil” The
Son of man has come eating and drink-
ing, and you say, ‘Behold, a glutton-
ous man and a drunkard, a friend of
publicans and sinners.” ”

3%
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JESUS
PREACHES
ON
FORGIVENESS

HE scribes and the
Pharisees brought to
him a woman caught
doing wrong, and
when they had placed her before him,
they said, “Master, this woman was
caught doing wrong, in the very act.
Now Moses in the law commanded
that such a person should be stoned.
But what do you say?” This they
said to test him, that they might be
able to accuse him.

Jesus stooped down and with his
finger wrote on the ground as though
he had not heard them. When they
continued asking him, he stood up
and said to them, “He that is without
sin among you, let him first cast a
stone at her.” And again he stooped
down and wrote on the ground.

When they heard it, they went away
one by one, beginning with the eldest,
and Jesus was left alone, except for
the woman. Then Jesus stood up and
seeing no one but the woman said
to her, “Woman, where are your
accusers? Has no man condemned
you?”’ She said, “No man, Lord.”
And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I
condemn you. Go, and sin no more.”

One of the Pharisees asked Jesus
to eat with him. And he went into the
Pharisee’s house and sat down to
dinner. Now there was a woman in the
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city who was a sinner, and when she
learned that Jesus was having dinner
at the Pharisee’s house, she brought
an alabaster box of ointment and
stayed at his feet, behind him, weeping.
She began to wash his feet with tears,
and wipe them with the hair of her
head, and kissed his feet and anointed
them with ointment.

When the Pharisee who had invited
him saw this, he said to himself, *“This
man, if he were a prophet, would have
known who and what kind of woman
this is who touches him, for she is a
sinner.” Jesus answering said to him,
“Simon, I have something to say to
you.” And he said, ‘“Master, speak on.”

“There was a certain creditor which
had two debtors. One owed him much,
and the other a little. When they had
nothing to pay, he forgave them both
freely. Tell me then, which of them
will love him most?”

“I suppose the one to whom he
forgave the most,” Simon said. And
Jesus said to him, “You have judged
rightly.” Then turning to the woman,
he said to Simon, “Do you see this
woman? I came into your house, and
you gave me no water for my feet, but
she has washed my feet with tears and
wiped them with the hairs of her
head. You gave me no kiss, but this
woman, since the moment I came in,
has not stopped kissing my feet. You
did not anoint my head with oil. but
this woman has anointed my feet with
ointment.

“Therefore, I say to you., her sins,
which are many, are forgiven. for she
loved much. But he to whom httle is
forgiven, loves little.™

And he said to her, “Your sins are
forgiven.”

Then they that sat at dimner with him
began to say within themseives, “Who
is this that forgives sas alsoT™

And bhe said to the woman “Your
faith has saved you. Go m peace.™




MATTHEW 12, MARK 3

Then a man possessed with a devil,
blind and dumb, was brought, and
Jesus healed him so that he both spoke
and saw. And all the people were
amazed and said, “Is this not the
Son of David?” But when the Pharisees
heard it, they said, “This fellow casts
out devils only through Beelzebub the
prince of the devils.”

Jesus knew their thoughts and said
to them: “Every kingdom divided
against itself is brought to ruin, and
every city or house divided against
itself cannot stand. If Satan casts out
Satan, he is divided against himself.
How then shall his kingdom stand?

“If T cast out devils through Beel-
zebub, through whom do your chil-
dren cast them out? Therefore, they
shall be your judges. But if I cast out
devils through the spirit of God, then
the kingdom of God has come to you.
Or else, how can one enter a strong
man’s house and plunder his goods,
unless he first tie up the strong man?
Then he will plunder his house. He that
is not with me is against me, and he
that does not gather with me scatters.
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'“Thcrefore I say to you, all manner
of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiv-
en men, but blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit shall not be forgiven men.
Whoever speaks a word against the
Son of man shall be forgiven, but
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit
shall not be forgiven, neither in this
world nor in the world to come. Every
idle word that men shall speak, they
shall give account of in the day of
Judgment. For by your words you
shall be justified, and by your words
you shall be condemned.”

_ Then certain of the scribes and Phar-
1sees said, ““Master, we wish to see a
sign from you.” But he answered :

“An evil and indulgent generation
se;eks a sigr_l, but there shall be no sign
given fto it except the sign of the
prophet Jonah: As Jonah was three
days and three nights in the whale’s
belly, so shall the Son of man be three
days and three nights in the heart of
the earth.”
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JESUS
PREACHES
IN PARABLES

every village and
city, preaching and
showing the glad tidings of the king-
dom of God. The twelve apostles were
with him, and certain women which
had been healed of evil spirits and
sicknesses: Mary called Magdalene,
out of whom went seven devils, and
Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s
steward, and Susanna, and many others,
who cared for him out of their means.

By the seaside, great multitudes were
gathered together about him, so he
went into a boat and addressed the mul-
titude who stood on the shore.

£ 9. T came to pass that
: 2 he went throughout

THE SOWER

And he spoke many things to them
in parables, saying:

“A sower went out to sow his seed.
And as he sowed, some fell by the
wayside, and the fowls came and ate
them up. Some fell on stony places
where they had not much earth. And
when the sun rose they were scorched,
and because they had no root, they
withered away. And some fell among
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thorns, and the thorns sprang up and
choked them. But others fell into good
ground and brought forth fruit, some
a hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some
thirtyfold.”

And when he had said these things,
he cried, “He that has ears to hear,
let him hear.” Then his disciples asked
him, saying, “What does this parable
mean?” And he said:

“To you is given to know the mys-
teries of the kingdom of God, but to

i the others I speak in parables, that

seeing they still may not see, -and
hearing they still may not understand.
Now the meaning of the parable is
this:

“The seed is the word of God. Those
oy the wayside are they who hear. Then
the devil comes and takes away the
word out of their hearts, lest they
should believe and be saved.

“Those on the rock are they who,
when they hear, receive the word with

LUKE 8, MATTHEW 13

joy, and having no roots, they believe
for a while, but in time of temptation
fall away.

“Those which fell among thorns are
they who, when they have heard, go
forth and are choked with the cares
and riches and pleasures of this life,
so that their faith never ripens.

“But the seed on the good ground
are they who, with honest and good
hearts, having heard the word, keep
it and bring forth fruit with patience.”




THE MEANING OF THE TARES

All these things Jesus spoke to the
multitude in parables. He did not
speak to them without a parable, so
that it might be fulfilled whi¢ch was
spoken by the prophet, saying:

“T will open my mouth in parables.
I will utter things which have been
kept secret since the foundation of the
world.”

Then Jesus sent the multitude away
and went into a house, and his dis-
ciples came to him, saying, “Explain
10 us the parable of the tares of the
field.”

And when they were alone together,
he answered:

“He that sows the good seed is the
Son of man. The field is the world;
the good seed are the children of the
kingdom. But the tares are the chil-
dren of the wicked one. The enemy

tares are gathered and burned in the
fire, so shall it be at the end of the
world.

“The Son of man shall send forth
his angels, and they shall gather out
of his kingdom all things that offend,
and those who do evil, and they shall
throw them into a furnace of fire. There
shall be a wailing and a gnashing of
teeth. Then the righteous shall shine
forth like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Who has ears to hear, let
him hear.”

THE NET OF FISH

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is
like a net that was cast into the sea
and gathered all kinds of fish. When it
was full, they drew it to shore and sat
down and put the good into vessels,
but cast the bad away.

“So it shall be at the end of the

MATTHEW 13 !

THE GRAIN OF MUSTARD SEED  THE TARES that sowed them is the devil. The har-  world. The angels shall come forth
vest is the end of the world; the reap-  and separate the wicked from the just
thg;f SI;I;J']':J] gf(?rth another parable to Saﬁﬁg_thcr parable he gave to them, ers are the angels. Therefore, as the  and shall cast them into the furnace.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like a
grain of mustard seed, which a man
took and sowed in the field. It is indeed
the least of all seeds, but when it is
grown it is the greatest among plants,
and becomes a tree, so that the birds
of the air come and build nests in its
branches.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like a
man who sowed good seed in his field,
but while he slept, his enemy came and
sowed tares among the wheat, and
went his way. So when the blades
sprang up and brought forth fruit, the
tares appeared also.

“So the servants of the man came
and said to him, ‘Did you not sow
good seed in the field? From where
then have come the tares?’

“*‘An enemy has done this,” he said
to them, and the servants asked, ‘Do
you wish then that we go and gather
them up? But he said, ‘No, lest
while you gather up the tares, you root
up the wheat with them also. Let both
grow together until the harvest, and
in the time of harvest, I will say to
the reapers, “Gather together first the
tares and bind them in bundles to
burn them. But gather the wheat into
my baﬂ]_” 9 5



JESUS
IN
NAZARETH

HEN Jesus had fin-
e ished these para-
o #® bles, he departed and

- went into his own
country, to Nazareth where he had
been brought up. And as his custom
was he went into the synagogue on the
sabbath day, and stood up to read. The
book of the prophet Isaiah was given to
him, and when he opened the book he
found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to preach
the gospel of the poor.

“He has sent me to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed, and to preach the accept-
able year of the Lord.”

He closed the book and gave it
back to the minister and sat down.
And the eyes of all them that were in
the synagogue were fastened on him.
And he began to say to them, “To-
day this Scripture is fulfilled in your
ears.”

All wondered at the gracious words
that came from him, and they said,
“Is this not Joseph’s son? Is this not
the carpenter, the son of Mary, the
brother of James and Joseph, and of
Jude and Simon? And are not his
sisters here with us?” And they took
offence at him.
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But Jesus said to them, “A prophet
is not without honour except in his own
country and among his own kin, and
in his own house.”

And he marvelled because of their
unbelief.

And all those in the synagogue,
when they heard these things, were
filled with wrath, and rose up and
thrust him out of the city, and led him
up to the edge of the hill on which
their city was built, that they might
throw him down.

But he, passing through the midst of
them, went his way.

JESUS CALMS THE STORM

Now it came to pass on a certain
day that he went into a boat with his
disciples, and said to them, “Let us
20 over to the other side of the lake.”
So they set sail. But as they sailed, he
%l asleep, and there came down a
storm of wind on the lake, and the
boat was filled with water, so that
they were in danger. The disciples
awoke him saying, ‘“‘Master, Master,
we are sinking.”

Then Jesus arose and rebuked the
wind and the raging of the water, and

LuUkE 8, MARK 4, 5

they ceased and there was a calm. And
he said to the disciples, ‘“‘Where is
your faith?”’

They were frightened, and wondered
at this, saying to one another, “What
manner of man is this? For he com-
mands even the winds and the water
and they obey him.”

And they came to the other side of
the lake, into the country of the Gada-
renes. When Jesus stepped forth on
the land, he met a certain man who
had had devils a long time, and wore
no clothes, nor lived in any house, but
had his dwelling among the tombs.




MARK 5

When the man saw Jesus, he cried
out, and fell down before him, and
with a loud voice said, ‘“What have
I done to you, Jesus, Son of God most
high? I beg you, do not torment me.”
(For Jesus had commanded the unclean
spirit to come out of the man, for
often it had seized him, and though he
had been kept bound with chains and
in fetters, he broke the bonds and was
driven by the devil into the wilderness).

“What is your name?” Jesus asked
him. And he said, “Legion,” because
many devils were within him. And he
begged Jesus not to command them
to go out of the country.

Now there was a herd of many
swine feeding on the mountain, and
he begged him to let them enter into
the swine. He allowed them, and the
devils went out of the man and entered
into the swine, and the herd ran vio-
lently down a steep slope into the lake,
and were drowned.

When they that fed the swine saw
what was done, they fled, and went
and told it in the city and in the coun-
try. Then people went out to see what
was done. They came to Jesus and
found the man, out of whom the devils
had departed, sitting at the feet of
Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind.
And they were afraid.

Those who had seen it told them
by what means he that was possessed
of the devils was healed. Then the
whole multitude of the country of
the Gadarenes begged Jesus to depart
from them, for they were taken with
great fear. So he went back into the
boat. Then the man out of whom the
devils were departed asked that he
might go with him, but Jesus sent

him away, saying, “Return to your
own house, and show what great things
God has done to you.” So he went
his way and told throughout the whole
city what great things Jesus had done
to him. And people marvelled greatly.

406

JESUS RESTORES
JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER TO LIFE

When Jesus had returned again by
boat to the other side of the lake, many
people gathered about him while he
was by the water. There came to him
one of the rulers of the synagogue,
Jairus by name. When he saw Jesus,
he fell at his feet, and pleaded greatly
saying, “My little daughter lies at
the point of death. I pray you, come
and lay your hands on her, that she

may be healed, and she shall live.”
Jesus went with him, and many people
followed and thronged about him.

On the way, there was a woman who
had suffered a flow of blood twelve
years, and had been treated many
times by physicians. She had spent all
that she had, and was no better but
had grown worse. She had heard of
Jesus and came in the crowd behind
him and touched his garment. For
she said, “If I may only touch his
clothes, I shall be well.”

L ———————

Immediately, the bleeding ceased and

she felt in her body that she was healed.

Then Jesus, feeling instantly that virtue

Bad gone forth from him, turned around
m the crowd, and said, “Who touched
my clothes?”

His disciples said to him, “You see
the multitude thronging about you,
2nd do you say, ‘Who touched me?’ >

He looked round about to see her
who had done this thing. Then the
woman, fearing and trembling, know-
mg what was done in her, came and

%=1l down before him, and told him
‘__ the truth. And he said to her,

Daughter, your faith has made you
#aole. Go in peace, and be healed of
sour plague.”

While he was still speaking, there
==me from the ruler of the synagogue’s
geuse some men who said to Jairus,
our daughter is dead, why trouble
& Master any further?” But as soon
Jesus heard this, he said to the

of the synagogue, “Be not afraid.
wmly believe.”

MARK 5

And he allowed no man to follow
him, except Peter, and James, and
John, the brother of James. And he
went to the house of the ruler of the
synagogue. He saw there many weeping
and wailing greatly, and when he had
gone in, he said to them, “Why do you
make this noise and weep? The girl is
not dead, but sleeps.” ;

They laughed at him. But when he
had put them all out, he took the father
and the mother of the girl, and those
that were with him, and went in where

the girl was lying. Then he took the
girl by the hand and said to her,
:‘Tahtha cumi,” which means, being
Interpreted, “Little girl, I say to you
arise.” :

Immediately the girl arose, and
walked—for she was twelve years old
—and they were filled with great
astonishment.

But he told them strictly that
no man should know of it, and com-
manded that she should be given
something to eat.
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THE
BEHEADING
OF JOHN
THE BAETIST,

OW Herod the tet-
rarch heard of all
that was done by
Jesus, and he was
perplexed, because some said that
it was John the Baptist, risen from
the dead. Some said that Elijah had
appeared, and others that one of the
old prophets had risen again. But
when Herod heard of these things, he
said, “It is John, whom I beheaded.
He has risen from the dead.”

For Herod himself had had John
put in prison, for the sake of Herodias,
his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had
married. John had said to Herod,
“It is not lawful for you to have your
brother’s wife.” Therefore Herodias
had a quarrel against him. She would
have had him killed, but she could not.
For Herod feared John, knowing that
he was a just and holy man.

But on his birthday, Herod gave
a supper for his lords, high captains,
and the leading men of Galilee, and
the daughter of Herodias came and
danced, and pleased Herod and those
who sat with him. And the king said
to the girl, “Ask of me whatever you
will, and I will give it to you.” He
swore to her, “Whatever you ask of
me, I will give it to you, up to half of
my kingdom.”
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The girl went forth and said to her
mother, “What shall I ask?” And her
mother said, “The head of John the
Baptist.”

So she went directly to the king and
said, “My wish is that you give me
in due course, on a platter, the head
of John the Baptist.”

Then the king was very sorry, but
because of his oath and those who
sat with him, he could not reject her
demand. So immediately the king sent
an executioner and commanded that
John’s head be brought. And the exe-
cutioner went and beheaded him in the
prison, and brought his head on a

MARK 6

platter, and gave it to the girl. And
the girl gave it to her mother.

When his disciples heard of*it, they
came and took his body and laid it in
a tomb, and went and told Jesus.
When Jesus heard of it, he went by
boat out into a deserted place, with
his apostles.
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THE FEEDING
OF THE
MULTITUDE

HE people saw them
.. departing, and many
knew him, and ran
on foot from all
cities, and were there before them.
And Jesus, when he arrived, saw many
people and was moved with compas-
sion toward them, because they were
like sheep not having a shepherd. And
he began to teach them many things.

Now later in the day his disciples
came to him and said, ““This is a de-
serted place, and it is late. Send them
away, so that they may go into the
country round about, and into the
villages, and buy themselves bread. For
they have nothing to eat.”

He answered and said to them, “Give
them something to eat.” And they
said to him, “Shall we go and buy
two hundred pennyworth of bread,
and give it to them to eat?”

“How many loaves do you have?”
he answered, ““Go and see.”

One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, said to him, “There
is a lad here who has five barley loaves
and two small fishes. But what are
they among so many?”’

Jesus said, ‘“Make the men sit
down.” Now there was much grass
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in the place, so the men sat down,
in number about five thousand. And
Jesus took the loaves, and when he
had given thanks, he distributed them
to the disciples, and the disciples to

those who were sitting. They did like-
wise with the fishes.

When they were filled, he said to
his disciples, “Gather up the pieces
that remain, so that nothing is lost.”

Therefore, they gathered them to-
gether, and filled twelve baskets with
the leftovers of the five barley loaves,
which remained over and above to
those who had eaten.
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MatTHEW 14, MARK 6, 7
JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER

Jesus sent the multitudes away, and
asked his disciples to get into a boat
and to go ahead of him to the other side
of the lake toward Capernaum. Then
he went up into a mountain to pray,
and when the evening came, he was
there alone.

But the boat was now in the midst
of the sea, tossed by the waves, for
the wind was against them. And in the
fourth watch of the night, Jesus went
to them, walking on the sea.

When the disciples saw him walking
on the sea, they were troubled and said,
“It is a spirit.” And they cried out
for fear. But Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “Be of good cheer. It is L
Be not afraid.”

Peter answered him and said, “Lord,
if it is you, let me come to you on the
water.”’ .

“Come,” he said. And Peter came
down out of the boat, and he walked
on the water, to go to Jesus. But
when he saw the strong wind, he was
afraid and began to sink. “Lord, save
me,” he cried, and immediately Jesus
stretched forth his hand and caught
him, and said to him, “O you of little
faith, why did you doubt?”

And when they had come into the
boat, the wind ceased. Then they that
were in the boat worshipped him, saying
“Truly you are the Son of God.”

JESUS QUOTES ISAIAH

When they had crossed the water,

they came into the land of Gennesaret,
and when the men of that place learned
of him, they brought to him all that
were diseased, and asked that they
might only touch the hem of his gar-
ment. And as many as touched it
were made perfectly well.

Then scribes and Pharisees from
Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, “Why
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do your disciples revolt against the
tradition of the elders? They do not
wash their hands when they eat bread.”

He answered and said, ““You hypo-
crites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of
you, saying:

* ‘This people honours me with their
lips, but their heart is far from me.
And in vain do they worship me,
teaching for doctrines the command-
ments of men.” For, laying aside the
commandments of God, you hold to
the tradition of men, attending to such
little things as the washing of pots and
cups.”

Then he called the multitude and
said to them, ““Hear, and understand.
Not that which goes into the mouth,
but that which comes out of the mouth,
does harm to a man.”

Then his disciples came and said
to him, “Did you know that the Phar-
isees were offended after they heard
this saying?” But he answered and
said:

“Every plant which my heavenly
Father has not planted shall be rooted
up. Let them alone. They are blind
leaders of the blind. And if the blind
lead the blind, both shall fall into the
ditch.”

“Explain to us this parable,” Peter
said to him. And Jesus said:

“Are you also still without under-
standing? Do you still not understand
that whatever goes in at the mouth
goes only into the belly. But those
things which come out of the mouth
come forth from the heart, and they
defile a man. For out of the heart
come evil thoughts, murders, wrong-
doing, thefts, blasphemies, false wit-
ness. These are the things which defile
a man. But to eat with unwashed hands
defiles no one.”

From there, Jesus went into Tyre
and Sidon. Then he returned to the sea
of Galilee, through the region of the
Decapolis. Next he came in a ship to
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Dalmanutha, then to Bethsaida. In all
these places he preached and healed.

And when Jesus came into the
coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, “Who do men say that I,
the Son of man, am?” And they said,
- “Some say you are John the Baptist,
some, Elijah, and others, Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.”

“But who do you say that I am?”
he asked. And Simon Peter answered
and said, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.”

Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you,
Simon, son of Jonah, for flesh and
blood have not revealed it to you, but
my Father who is in heaven.

“And I say also to you that you
are Peter, the rock, and upon this
rock I will build my church. And the
gates of hell shall not prevail against
it. I will give to you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven.” Then he told
his disciples that they should tell no
man that he was Jesus the Christ.

JESUS FORETELLS
THE CRUCIFIXION

From that time forth, Jesus began
to tell his disciples how he must go to
Jerusalem, and suffer many things
from the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and be raised
again the third day. Then Peter began
to rebuke him, saying, “Be it far
from true, Lord. This shall not happen
to you.”

But he turned and said to Peter:
“Get thee behind me, Satan. You are
an offence to me, for you are not con-
cerned with the things of God, but
those of men.”

Then Jesus said to his disciples:

“If any man wishes to come after
me, let him deny himself and take up
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a man if be shall Fw“id
and lose his own souil® Or witar shall
a man give in cuchanee for Bs soal?
Whoever therefore shall be ashamed of
me and of my words i thes mdaleent
and sinful generation, of him 2kso shall
the Son of man be ashamed. when be
comes in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels, to reward every man
according to his works.”

And he said to them, “Truly I say
to you that there are some of them that
stand here who shall not taste of death
till they have seen the kingdom of God
come with power.”

THE TRANSFIGURATION

After six days, Jesus took Peter,
James, and John his brother, and
brought them up into a high moun-
tain, and was transfigured before them:
his face shone like the sun and his
clothing was as white as light. And,
behold, there appeared to them Moses
and Elijah talking with him.

Then Peter said, “Lord, it is good
for us to be here. If you will, let us
make three tabernacles here, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.”

While he still spoke, behold, a bright
cloud overshadowed them, and a voice
came out of the cloud, saying: “This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. Listen to him.” And when the
disciples heard it, they fell on their
faces and were much afraid.

But Jesus came and touched them,
and said: “Arise and do not be afraid.”
And when they had lifted up their
eyes, they saw no man, except Jesus
alone.

As they came down the mountain,
Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell

the vision to no man, until the Son of
man has risen again from the dead.”
And his disciples asked him, saying,
“Why then do the scribes say that Eli-
jah must come first?”

Jesus answered, “Elijah truly must
come first and restore all things. But

I say to you, that Elijah has come
already, and they did not know him,
but have done to him whatever they
pleased. Likewise shall the Son of man
also suffer from them.”

Then the disciples understood that
he spoke to them of John the Baptist.
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JESUS
INSTRUCTS
THE
DISCIPLES

N the next day, when
? they had come down
" from the mountain,

many people met
them. And a man in the crowd cried
out, “Master, I beg you, look at my
son, for he is my only child. A spirit
has taken him and at times he cries
out suddenly and often he falls into
the fire, and often into the water. I
brought him to your disciples, but they
could not cure him.”

Then Jesus answered and said, <O
faithless and perverse generation, how
long shall T be with you? How long
shall I bear you? Bring him here to me.”
And Jesus rebuked the devil, and he
departed out of him, and the child was
cured from that very hour.

Then the disciples came to Jesus
privately and said, “Why could we not
cast it out?” And Jesus said to them,
“Because of your unbelief. For truly I
say to you, if you have faith as small
as a grain of mustard seed, you shall
say to this mountain, ‘Move hence to
yonder place,” and it shall move, and
nothing shall be impossible to you.
However, this happens only by prayer
and fasting.”

They departed and passed through
Galilee, and Jesus taught his disciples,
saying, “The Son of man shall be
delivered into the hands of men, and
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they shall kill him, and after he is killed,
he shall rise the third day.” But they
did not understand his words, and were
afraid to ask him.

And he came to Capernaum, and
in a house he asked them, “What was
it you disputed among yourselves on
the way?” But they held their silence,
since on the way they had disputed
among themselves about who should
be the greatest.

Then Jesus sat down and called the
twelve, and said to them, “If any
man desires to be first, he must be
last of all, and servant of all.” And
he took a child and placed him in the
midst of them and, taking him in his
arms, he said, “Whoever shall receive
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one such child in my name, receives me.
And whoever receives me, receives not
me, but him that sent me.”

Then John said, ‘‘Master, we saw
someone casting out devils in your
name, and we forbade him, because he
does not follow us.” But Jesus said,
“Do not forbid him, for there is no
man that does a miracle in my name
that can easily speak evil of me. For
he that is not against us is for us.
Whoever shall give you a cup of water
to drink in my name, because you
belong to Christ, truly I say to you, he
shall not lose his reward.

“And whoever shall offend one of
these little ones that believe in me, it
is better for him that a millstone were

hanged around his neck, and he were
cast into the sea.

“And if your hand offends you, cut
it off. It is better for you to enter into
life maimed than to have two hands to
go into hell, into the fire that shall
never be put out. And if your foot
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better
for you to enter lame into life than
having two feet to be cast into hell.
And if your eye offends you. pluck it
out. It is better for you to enter mnto
the kingdom of God with one eye.
than having two eyes to be cast mio
hell.

“Moreover, if your brother tres-
passes against you, go and tell him &S
fault between you and him alome I
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he shall hear you, you have gained your
brother. But if he will not hear you.
then take with you one or two wit-
nesses, so that every word may be
established. And if he will not hear
them, tell it to the church. But if he
refuses to hear the church, let him be
like a heathen and a publican to you.

“] say to you that if two of you
agree on earth concerning anything
that they shall ask, it shall be done for
them by my Father who is in heaven.
For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am I in the
midst of them.”

THE PARABLE OF THE
UNMERCIFUL SERVANT

Then Peter came to him and said,
“Lord, how often shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? Up to
seven times?”’

Jesus said to him, “I say to you,
not seven times, but seventy times
seven.

“Thus the kingdom of heaven is
like a certain king who had a servant
that owed him ten thousand talents.
Because he could not pay, his lord
ordered him to be sold, and his wife
and children and all that he had, and
payment be made. The servant there-

fore fell down and worshipped him,
saying, ‘Lord, have patience with me,
and I will pay you all.” Then the lord
of that servant was moved with com-
passion and freed him and forgave him
the debt.

“But the same servant went out and
found one of his fellow servants who
owed him a hundred pence, and he
laid hands on him, and took him by
the throat, saying, ‘Pay me what you
owe.” And his fellow servant fell down
at his feet and begged him, saying,
‘Have patience with me, and I will pay
you all.” And he would not, but went
and cast him into prison, till he should
pay the debt.

“So when his fellow servants saw
what was done, they were very sorry,
and came and told to their lord all that
was done.

“Then - his lord, after calling him
forth, said to him, ‘O wicked servant,
I forgave you all that debt, because you
begged me. Should you not also have
had compassion on your fellow servant,
even as I had pity on you?” And his
lord was angered and delivered him to
the torturers, till he should pay all that
was due to him. So likewise shall my
heavenly Father do also to you, if you
do not forgive from your hearts your
brothers’ trespasses.”
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It came to pass that when Jesus
had finished these sayings, he departed
from Galilee and came into the coasts
of Judea beyond the Jordan. And great
multitudes followed him, and he healed
them there.

As he went along the road, a certain
man said to him, “Lord I will follow
you wherever you go.” Jesus said to
him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the
air have nests, but the Son of man has
nowhere to lay his head.”

He said to another, “Follow me.”
But the man said, “Lord, allow me
first to go and bury my father.” Jesus
said to him, “Let the dead bury their
dead, but you go and preach the king-
dom of God.”

And another said, “Lord, I will
follow you, but let me first go bid them
farewell who are at my home.” And
Jesus said to him, “No man, having
put his hand to the plough, who looks
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

SEVENTY MORE DISCIPLES
ARE APPOINTED

After these things, Jesus appointed
seventy more disciples and sent them
two by two ahead of him into every
city and place where he himself would
come. And he said to them:

&

- - yiv

MATTHEW 19, LUKE 9

“The harvest truly is great, but the
labourers are few. Pray, therefore, to
the Lord of the harvest, to send forth
labourers into his harvest.

“Go your ways. Behold, I send you
forth as lambs among wolves. Carry
neither purse, nor money, nor shoes,
and salute no man along the way. And
into whatever house you enter, first say,
‘Peace be to this house.’

“And remain in the same house,
eating and drinking such things as
they give, for the labourer is worthy of
his hire. Do not go from house to
house.

“Into whatever city you enter, and
they receive you, eat such things as
are set before you, and heal the sick
that are therein, and say to them,
‘The kingdom of God is near.” But
whatever city you enter that receives
you not, go your ways out into the
streets of the same, and say, ‘Even the
very dust of your city, which clings to
us, we wipe off against you. Neverthe-
less, be sure of this, that the kingdom
of God is near.” But I say to you that
it shall be more tolerable in that day for
Sodom than for that city.

“He that hears you, hears me, and
he that despises you, despises me, and
he that despises me, despises him that
sent me.”




Luxe 10
THE GOOD SAMARITAN

A certain lawyer stood up and tested
him, saying, “Master, what shall I do
to inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered,
“What is written in the law? How do
you read it?”

The lawyer said, “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your
strength, and with all your mind, and
your neighbour as yourself.”

And Jesus said to him, “You have
answered right. Do this, and you shall
live.” But the lawyer, wishing to justify
himself, said to Jesus, “And who is
my neighbour?” And Jesus answering
said:

“A certain man went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among
thieves who stripped him of his
clothing, and wounded him, and de-
parted, leaving him for dead. And by
chance there came a certain priest that
way, and when he saw him, he passed
by on the other side. And likewise a
Levite, when he was at the place, came
and looked at him, and passed by on
the other side.

7 “But a certain Samaritan, as he
. journeyed, came where he was, and
' when he saw him, he had compassion
on him. He went to him and bound
up his wounds, pouring on oil and
wine, and put him on his own beast,
and brought him to an inn and took
care of him.

“And the next day, when he de-
parted, he gave some money to the
innkeeper and said to him, ‘Take care
of him, and whatever more you spend,
when I come again, I will repay you.’

“Now which of these three, do you
think, was a neighbour to him that fell
among the thieves?”

And the lawyer said, “He that
showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus
said to him, “Go, and do likewise.”
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THE RICH YOUNG RULER

A certain ruler asked him, saying
also, “Good Master, what shall I
do to inherit eternal life?”” And Jesus
said to him, “Why do you call me
good? There is none good but one,
that is, God. You know the com-
mandments: Do not commit adultery.
Do not kill. Do not steal. Do not bear
false witness. Honour they father and
mother.”

And he answered and said to Jesus,
“Master, all these things I have ob-
served from my youth.” Then Jesus
looking at him, loved him, and said
to him, “One thing you lack: Go your
way, sell whatever you have, and give to
the poor, and you shall have treasure in
heaven. Then come, take up the cross,
and follow me.”

The young man was sad at these
words, and went away grieved. For he
had great possessions.

And Jesus looked round about, and
said to his disciples, “How hard it
shall be for them that have riches to
enter into the kingdom of God!” The
disciples were astonished at his words,
but Jesus answered again and said to
them, “Children, how hard it is for
them that trust in riches to enter into
the kingdom of God! It is easier for
a camel to go through the eye of a
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needle than for a rich man to enter into
the kingdom of God.”

They were astonished beyond meas-
ure, and said among themselves, “Who
then can be saved?” And Jesus looking
upon them said, “With men it is impos-
sible, but not with God. For with God
all things are possible.”

Then Peter said, ‘“‘Behold, we have
forsaken all and followed you. What
shall we have therefore?” And Jesus
said to them:

“Truly I say to you which have fol-
lowed me that, in the day when the Son
of man shall sit in the throne of his
glory, you also shall sit upon twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel. And everyone that has forsaken
houses, or brothers, or sisters, or father,
or mother, or wife, or children, or
lands, for my name’s sake, shall re-
ceive a hundredfold, and shall inherit
everlasting life.

“But many that are first shall be last,
and the last shall be first.

THE LABOURERS
IN THE VINEYARD

“For the kingdom of heaven is like
an householder who went out early
in the morning to hire labourers for his
vineyard. When he had agreed with
his labourers on a silver piece a day, he
sent them into his vineyard.

*“He went out about nine o’clock and
saw others standing idle in the market
place; and said to them, ‘Go to my
vineyard too, and whatever is right I
will give you’ And they went their
way. He went out about noon and
again at mid-afternoon, and did like-
wise. And near the end of the day he
went out, and found others standing
adle. and said to them, “‘Why do you
stand here idle” They said to him,
“Becanse no one has hired us.”’” He
saad to them. “Go to my vineyard, too,
and whatever is right, you will re-
e’

=So wihen evening came, the lord of
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the vineyards said to his steward, ‘Call
the labourers and give them their wages,
beginning from the last to the first.’

“And when those came who were
hired near the end of the day, each one
received a silver piece. So when the first
came, they supposed that they would
receive more; but they likewise each
received a silver piece.

“When they had received it, they
murmured against the man of the
house, saying, ‘These last have worked
only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the
burden and heat of the day.” But he
answered one of them, and said,
‘Friend, I do you no wrong. Did you
not agree with me on a silver piece?
Take what is yours and go your way.
I will give to the last the same as to
you. Is it not lawful for me to do what
I will with what is mine? Is your eye
greedy, because I am generous?’

“So the last shall be first, and the
first last.”
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JOY IN HEAVEN

All the publicans and sinners drew
near to Jesus to hear him. And the
Pharisees and scribes murmured, say-
ing, “This man receives sinners and eats
with them.” Then Jesus spoke this par-
able to them, saying:

“What man of you, having a hun-
dred sheep, if he loses one of them,
does not leave the ninety and nine in
the wilderness, and go after that which
is lost, until he finds it? And when he
has found it, he lays it on his shoul-
ders, rejoicing. And when he comes
home, he calls together his friends and
neighbours, saying to them, ‘Rejoice
with me, for I have found my sheep
which was lost.” I say to you that like-
wise there shall be more joy in heaven
over one sinner that repents than over
ninety and nine just persons who need
no repentance.

“Or what woman, if she has ten
pieces of silver and loses one, does
not light a candle and sweep the house
and seek diligently till she finds it?

And when she has found it, she calls
her friends and her neighbours together,
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have
found the piece which I had lost.” Like-
wise, I say to you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”’

THE PRODIGAL SON

And Jesus said:

“A certain man had two sons. The
younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the portion of goods
that I will inherit.” So he divided his
property between them. And not many
days after, the younger son gathered
all together and took a journey into a
far country, and there wasted his
wealth in riotous living. And when he
had spent all, there arose a mighty
famine in that land, and he began to
be in want. So he went and hired him-
self out to a citizen of that country,
who sent him into his fields to feed pigs.
He was ready to fill himself with the
husks the pigs ate, for no man gave

him anything. When he came to him-
self, he said, ‘How many hired serv-
ants of my father’s have bread enough
and to spare, while [ am perishing with
hunger. I will arise and go to my father,
and will say to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you.
I am not worthy any more to be called
your son. Make me one of your hired
servants.’

“He rose up and went to his father.
But when he was still a long way off,
his father saw him, and had pity; and
ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.
The son said to him: ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven, and in your eyes,
and am no longer worthy to be called
your son.’

“But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring out the best robe, and put it
on him. And put a ring on his hand,
and shoes on his feet. And bring out
the fatted calf and kill it, and let us
eat and be merry. For this son of mine
was dead, and is alive again. He was
lost and is found.’

“And they began to be merry.

“Now his elder son was in the field.
And as he came and drew near the
house, he heard music and dancing.
He called one of the servants and
asked what these things meant. He
said to him, ‘Your brother has come
home. And your father has killed the
fatted calf because he has him back,
safe and sound.’

“He was angry, and would not go

-in. So his father came out and pleaded

with him. He answered his father, say-
ing, ‘Lo, these many years I have served
you, never at any time disobeying any
of your commandments. And yet you
never gave me a kid, so that I might
make merry with my friends. But as
soon as this other son of yours came,
who has eaten up your wealth in
riotous living, you killed the fatted calf
for him.’

“And the father said to him, ‘Son,
you are always with me, and all that
I have is yours. It is fitting that we
should make merry, and be glad; for
this your brother was dead, and is
alive again; was lost, and is found.’
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Luke 16

THE RICH MAN AND
THE BEGGAR

“There was a certain rich man, who
was clothed in purple and fine linen,
and dined sumptuously every day.
And there was a certain beggar named
Lazarus who lay at his gate, covered
with sores, and desiring from the rich
man’s table. The dogs even came and
licked his sores.

“It came to pass that the beggar died,

and was carried by the angels to
Abraham’s side. The rich man also
died, and was buried. And in hell he
lifted up his eyes, being in torment;
and saw Abraham afar off, and Laza-
rus with him.

“He cried out and said, ‘Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his
finger in water, and cool my tongue.
For I am tormented in this flame.’

“But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember

that you in your lifetime received your
good things, and Lazarus bad things;
but now he is comforted and you are
tormented. And besides all this, there
is a great gulf set between you and us;
so that those who would pass from
here to you cannot; neither can they
who would pass from your side come
to us.’

“Then the rich man said, ‘I beg you
then, father, to send him to my father’s
house; where I have five brothers, so

that he may warn them, lest they also
come into this place of torment.’

“Abraham said to him, ‘They have
Moses and the prophets, let them
listen to them.” And he said, ‘No,
father Abraham, but if one went to
them from the dead, they would re-
pent.’

“And Abraham said to him, ‘If they
do not listen to Moses and the proph-
ets, they will not be persuaded; even
though one rises from the dead.” ”
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JOURNEY TO
JERUSALEM

S Jesus was on his
way to Jerusalem, he
passed through the
midst of Samaria and
Galilee. And as he entered a certain
village, there met him ten men that
were lepers, who stood afar off. And
they lifted up their voices and crlec!:
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.
And when he saw them, he said to
them, “Go and show yourselves to the
priests.” And it came to pass that as
they went they were healed. And one of
them, when he saw that he was healed,
turned back, and with a loud voice
glorified God, and fell down on his face
at his feet, giving him thanks. And he
was a Samaritan.

And Jesus said, ‘“Were there not ten
healed? But where are the nine? Only
this stranger has returned to give glpry
‘to God.” And he said to him, “Arise,
go your way; your faith has made you
whole.”

A PARABLE OF PRAYER

Jesus spoke this parable to certain
men who were proud of their own
righteousness and looked down upon
others: “Two men went up into the
temple to pray, the one a Pharisee, the
other a tax gatherer.
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“The Pharisee stood and prayed by
himself in these words: “God. I thank
you that I am not like other men,
greedy, unjust, indulgent, or like this
tax gatherer! I fast twice m the week,
and I give a tenth of all I own to
charity.’

“But the publican, standing far off,
would not lift up so much as his eyes
to heaven, but beat upon his breast,
saying, ‘God be merciful to me, a
sinner.’

“I tell you, this man went down to
his house justified rather than the other.
For everyone that exalts himself shall be
humbled, and he that humbles himself
shall be exalted.”

JESUS PREPARES THE
DISCIPLES

They were on the road going up to
Jerusalem, and Jesus went before them.
And as the disciples followed. they were
amazed and afraid. Then he called

I

again the twelve and began to tell
them what things should happen to
him, saying:

“Behold, we go up to Jerusalem.
The Son of man shall be delivered to
the chief priests and to the scribes, and
they shall condemn him to death and
shall deliver him to the Gentiles. And
they shall mock him, and shall beat
him, and shall spit upon him, and shall
kill him. And the third day he shall rise
again.”

James and John, the sons of Zeb-
edee, came to him saying, ‘“‘Master,
will you do for us whatever we shall
desire?” He said to them, “What do
you want that I should do for you?”

“Grant us,” they said, “that we
may sit, one on your right hand and
the other on your left hand, in your
glory.”

But Jesus said to them, “You know
not what you ask. Can you drink of
the same cup that I drink of, and be

Mark 10

baptized with the baptism that I am
baptized with?”

They said to him, “We can.” And
Jesus said to them, “You shall indeed
drink of the cup that I drink of, and
with the baptism that I am baptized you
shall be baptized. But to sit on my right
hand and on my left hand is not mine
to give, but it shall be given to them for
whom it has been prepared.”

When the other ten heard it, they
began to be much displeased with
James and John. But Jesus called
them to him and said to them, “You
know that they which rule over the
Gentiles exercise strong authority over
them. But it shall not be so among

you: Whoever will be great among
you, shall be your servant, and whoever
of you will be the greatest, shall be a
servant to all. For even the Son of man
came not to be ministered to, but to
minister, and to give his life as a ransom
for many.”
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® i & i and to save that which was lost.”

Lam= 19 Jomn 11

Jesus entered and passed through
Jericho. And there was 2 man named
Zaccheus, the chief amomg the tax
collectors, who was rich and who tried
to see Jesus, to lcamn who be was. But
he could not becamse of the crowd,
for .he was small m s2= So he ran
ahead and climbed up mio 2 sycamore
tree to see him. for be was to pass that
way.

\gv"hen Jesus came o the place, he
looked up and saw him 2nd szid to him,
“Zaccheus, make haste and come down,
for today I must stay at your house.”
And he made hastz and came down,
and received him joyfully.

When the people saw it. they all mur-
mured, saying. “He has gone to be a
guest with 2 man that s 2 sinner.”

Then Zaccheus stood and said to the
Lord, “Behold, Lord. half of my goods
I give to the poor. And if I have taken
anything from any man by false accu-
sation, I repay him fourfold.”

And Jesus said to him, “This day
salvation has come to this house, inas-
much as he also s 2 son of Abraham.
For the Son of man has come to seek

JESU

S AT THE HOME OF
MARY AND MARTHA

Now it came to pass, as they went,
that he entered into a certain village
called Bethany, and a certain woman
named Martha received him into her
house. She had a sister called Mary,
who sat at Jesus® feet and heard his
word. But Martha was busy with much
serving and came to him and said,
“Lord, do you not care that my sister
has left me to serve alone? Tell her
therefore that she should help me.”

Jesus answered and said to her,
“Martha, Martha, you are careful and
troubled about many things. But only
one thing is needful. Mary has chosen
that good part, which shall not be
taken away from her.”

e Y
LAZARUS IS RAISED F
THE DEAD

ROM

On another occasion Lazarus, the
brother of Mary, was sick. So his sisters
sent word to Jesus, saying, ‘“‘Lord,
he whom you love is sick.” For Jesus
loved Martha, and her sister, and
Lazarus.

When he heard therefore that he was
sick, he stayed two days more in the
place where he was. After that he said
to his disciples, “Our friend Lazarus
sleeps, but I go, that I may awake him
out of sleep.”

Then his disciples said, “Lord, if
he sleeps, he shall be well.” Then
Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is
dead. And I am glad for your sakes
that I was not there, in order that you
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I?am?r believe. Nevertheless, let us go to

Then Thomas, who was called the
Twin, said to his fellow disciples. “Let
us go also, that we may die with him.™

When Jesus came, he found that
Lazarus had lain in the grave four days
already. And since Bethany was close
to Jerusalem, about two miles away,
many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary, to comfort them concerning
their brother.

Now Martha, as soon as she heard
that Jesus was coming, went and met
him, but Mary sat still in the house.
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not
have died. But I know that even now
whatever you will ask of God, God will
give it to you.”

rection, and the life. He that believes
i me, though he is dead, shall live.
And whoever lives and believes in me
shall never die. Do you believe this?”

She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I be-
lieve that you are the Christ, the Son
of God, which was to come into the
world.” And when she had so spoken
she went her way, and called Mary her
sister secretly, saying, “The Master has
come, and calls for you.” As soon as
Mary heard that, she arose quickly and
came to him.

Now Jesus was not yet in the town,
but was in that place where Martha met
him. The Jews then who had seen her
in the house, and had comforted her,

when they saw Mary rise up hastily-

and go out, followed her, saying, “‘She
goes to the grave to weep there.”

When Jesus saw her weeping, and
also the Jews weeping that came with
her, he groaned in the spirit and was
troubled, and said, “Where have you
laid him?”

They said to him, “Lord, come and
see.” Jesus wept, and the Jews said,
“Behold how much he loved him!™”
And some of them said, “Could not
this man, who opened the eyes of the
blind, have caused that Lazarus should
not have died?”

Jesus therefore groaning again within
himself came to the grave. It was a cave,
and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said,
“Take away the stone.”

Then Martha said, “Lord, by this
time he is decaying, for he has been
dead four days.” But Jesus said to her,
“Did I not say to you that if you

“Your brother shall rise again,” said
Jesus. And Martha said, “I know that
he shall surely rise again in the resur-
rection at the last day.”

Jesus said to her, “I am the resur-
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When Mary had come to where Jesus
was and saw him, she fell down at his
feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have
died.”

would believe, you would see the glory
of God?”

They took away the stone from the
grave, and Jesus lifted up his eyes and
said, “Father, I thank you for having
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heard me. And I know that you hear
me always, but because of the people
who stand here, I said it, that they
might believe that you have sent me.”

And when he had thus spoken, he
cried in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
forth.”

And he that was dead came forth,
bound hand and foot with grave
clothes, and his face was bound about
with a napkin. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”

Then many of the people who had
come with Mary and had seen the
things which Jesus did, believed in him.
But some of them went their ways to
the Pharisees, and told them what
things Jesus had done.

JESUS’ ENEMIES PLOT
TO KILL HIM

Then the chief priests and the Phar-
isees held a council, and said, “What
are we to do? This man does many
miracles. If we let him alone, all men
will believe in him, and the Romans
shall come and take away both our holy
place and our nation.”

One of them, named Caiaphas, being
the high priest that year, said to them,
“You know nothing and do not realize
that it is expedient for us that one man
should die for the people, and that the
whole nation should not perish.”

This was not his own opinion, but
being high priest that year, he proph-
esied that Jesus should die for the
nation. And not for the nation only,
but also that he should gather together
the children of God that Wwere scattered
abroad.

From that day forth, they planned
together how to put him to death.

Jesus therefore walked no longer
openly among the Jews, but went into
a country near the wilderness, into a
city called Ephraim, and there con-
tinued with his disciples.
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JO[-[N 11,12
THE SUPPER AT BETHANY

Now the Jews’ passover was near
at hand, and many went out of the
country up to Jerusalem before the
passover, to purify themselves. There
they looked for Jesus and spoke among
themselves, as they stood in the temple,
“What do you think? Do you believe
that he will not come to the feast?”
For both the chief priests and the
Pharisees had given a commandment
that, if any man knew where he was,

* he should announce it, that they might

seize him.

Then Jesus six days before the pass-
over came to Bethany, where Lazarus
was whom he had raised from the
dead. There they made him a supper,
and Martha served. But Lazarus was
one of them that sat at the table with
him.

Mary took a pound of ointment of
spikenard, very costly, and anointed
the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet

with her hair. And the whole house was
filled with the odour of the ointment.

Then said one of his disciples, Judas
Iscariot, Simon’s son, who was to
betray him, “Why was not this oint-
ment sold for three hundred pence,
and given to the poor?” This he said,
not that he cared for the poor, but
because he was a thief, and had the
money bag and would take what was
put in it.

Then Jesus said, “Let her alone. For
the day of my burying has she kept
this. The poor you always have with
you, but me you do not have always.”

Many people knew that he was
there, and they came not only for
Jesus’ sake, but that they might see
Lazarus also, whom he had raised
from the dead. But the chief priests
consulted together in order that they
might put Lazarus also to death,
because he was the cause of many of
the Jews going away from them, and
believing in Jesus.
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THE ENTRY
INTO
JERUSALEM

T came to pass that
when Jesus was near
Bethphage and Beth-
any, at the hill called
the Mount of Olives, he sent forth two
of his disciples, saying:

“Go into the village near by and
upon entering you shall find a colt tied
on which no man has ever sat. Loose
him and bring him here. And if any
man asks you, ‘Why do you loose
him?,” say to him, ‘Because the Lord
has need of him.” ”

The two disciples went their way
and found it as he had said to them.
As they were loosing the colt, the
owners said to them, “Why do you
loose the colt?” And they said, “The
Lord has need of him.”

They brought him to Jesus and they
laid their garments upon the colt, and
they set Jesus upon it. And as he rode,
they spread their clothes on the road.

When he had come near the slope
of the Mount of Olives, the whole
multitude of his disciples began to
rejoice and praise God with a loud
voice for all the mighty works that
they had seen, saying, “Blessed be
the king that comes in the name of
the Lord. Peace in heaven, and glory
in the highest.”
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Then some of the Pharisees from
among the multitude said to him,
“Master, rebuke your disciples.”

He answered and said to them, “I
tell you that if they should hold their
peace, the stones would immediately
cry out.”

He had come near to the city, and
when he saw it he wept over it, saying:

“If only you knew, in this day of
yours, the things which concern your
peace! But they are hid from your
eyes. The days shall come that your
enemies shall build a trench around
you and keep you in on every side.
They shall throw you to the ground and
your children within you. They shall

not leave you one stone on another,
because you did not acknowledge the
time when God visited you.”

And when he entered Jerusalem, all
the city was moved, saying, “Who is
this?” And the multitude said, “This
is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of
Galilee.”
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JESUS DRIVES OUT
MONEYCHANGERS

Jesus went into the temple of God,
and drove out all them that sold and
bought in the temple, and overturned
the tables of the moneychangers, and
the seats of them that sold doves and
said to them, “My house shall be
called the house of prayer, but you
have made it a den of thieves.”

And the blind and the lame came to
him in the temple and he healed them.

But when the chief priests and scribes
saw the children crying in the temple
and saying, “Hosanna to the son of
David,” they were much displeased.

They said to him, “Do you hear
what they say?” Jesus answered‘ saying,
“Yes, have you never read, ‘Out of
the mouth of babes, O God, you have

wn perfect praise’?”
dralAnd 1}31:: left tllalcm and went out of the
city into Bethany, and he lodged there.
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THE FIG TREE WITHERS AWAY

On the next day, when they were
coming from Bethany, Jesus was hun-
gry. Seeing a fig tree far away that _had
leaves, he went to see whether he might
find any fig on it. But when he came
to it, he found nothing but leaves, for
it was not yet the time for figs. )

And he said to it, “Let no fruz:c
grow on you from now and for_ ever:
And immediately the fig tree withered
away. .

When the disciples saw it, they mar-
velled, saying, “How soon the fig tree
has withered away!” Jesus answered
and said to them, “Truly I say to you,
you if you have faith and doubt not,
shall not only do this which was done
to the fig tree, but also if you say to
this mountain, ‘Be removed and be
cast into the sea,’ it shall be done.
All things you ask in prayer, believing,
you shall receive.”

THE GREEDY WORKMEN

When Jesus came into the temple,
the chief priests and the elders of the
people came to him as he was teaching,
and said, “By what authority do you
do these things, and who gave you this
authority?”

Jesus would not answer their ques-
tion, but he began to speak to them in
parables, saying:

“A certain man planted a vineyard
and hedged it round about and dug a
wine press in it, and built a tower, and
then let it out to workmen, and went
to a distant land.

“When the time of harvest drew
near, he sent his servants to the work-
men to collect the fruits of the vine-
yard. But the workmen took his sery-
ants, and beat one, and killed another,
and stoned another.

“Again he sent other servants, and
they did likewise to them. Last of all

he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They
will respect my son.’

“But when the workmen saw the
son, they said among themselves,
‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill
him and let us seize his inheritance.’

“And they caught him, and threw
him out of the vineyard, and killed
him,

“When the lord of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those work-
men?” Jesus asked.

They said to him:

“He will miserably destroy those
wicked men, and will rent out his
vineyard to other workmen, who will
pay him his share of the fruits when
they ripen.”

When the chief priests and Pharisees
had heard his parable, they knew that
he spoke of them. But when they tried
to lay their hands on him, they were
afraid of the multitude because it took
him for a prophet.
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Luke 20, 21, MATTHEW 22
GOD AND CAESAR

The Pharisees watched Jesus, and
they sent forth spies who pretended to
be honest men, that they might make
use of his words to deliver him into the
power and authority of the governor.

The spies questioned him, saying,
“Master, we know that you are true
and teach the truth, showing no favour,
but truly teaching the way of God.
Tell us therefore whether you think
it is lawful for us to give tribute to
Caesar or not?”

But he saw their craftiness and said
to them, “Why do you try to trap
me? Show me a coin. Whose name
and image has it?”

They answered and said, “‘Caesar’s.”
And he said to them, “Give therefore
to Caesar the things which are Caesar’s
and to God the things which are
God’s.”

And they could not twist his words
before the people. They marvelled at
his answer, and held their peace.

THE WIDOW’S PENNY

Jesus looked up and saw the rich
men casting their gifts into the treas-
ury. He saw also a certain poor widow
casting in two pennies. And he said:

“Truly I say to you, that this poor
widow has cast in more than all of
them. For all these others have given
offerings to God out of their abun-
dance. But she in her poverty has given
all she had to live upon.”
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THE UNWORTHY GUEST

Jesus spoke to them again by a par-
able, saying:

“The kingdom of heaven is like a
certain king who prepared a marriage
for his son, and sent forth his servants
to call them that were invited to the
wedding. And they would not come.

“Again, he sent out other servants,
saying, ‘Tell them that are invited
that I have prepared my dinner. My
oxen and my fat cattle are killed and
all things are ready. Tell them to come
to the marriage.’

“But they made light of it, and went
their ways, one to his farm, another
to his merchandise. And the rest took
his servants and treated them spite-
fully, and slew them.

“When the king heard of this, he
was angry. He sent forth his armies
and destroyed those murderers, and
burnt up their city.

“Then he said to his servants,
‘The wedding is ready, but those who
were invited were not worthy. Go
therefore into the highways, and as
many as you shall find, invite them to
the marriage.’

“So those servants went out into
the highways and gathered together
as many as they found, both bad and
good, and the wedding was furnished
with guests.

“When the king came in to see the
guests, he saw a man among them who
did not have on a wedding robe. And
he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you
come in here not having a wedding
robe?

“The man answered nothing.

“Then the king said to his servants,
‘Bind him hand and foot and take
him away, and cast him into outer
darkness.’

“There shall be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth. For many are called, but
few are chosen.”




JESUS
AND THE
DISCIPLES

S Jesus went out of
the temple, one of
his disciples said to
him, “Look, Master,
at these stones and these buildings!”
He said, “As for these things which
you see, the days shall come when there
shall not be left one stone upon an-
other that has not been thrown down.”

And as he sat upon the Mount of
Olives, his disciples came to him pri-
vately, saying, “Tell us. When shall
these things be? And what shall be the
sign of your coming and of the end of
the world?”

And Jesus answered and said to
them:

“Take care that no man deceives
you. For many shall come in my name,
saying, ‘I am Christ, and shall de-
ceive many. You shall hear of wars
and rumours of wars, but see that you
do not become troubled, for all these
things must come to pass. This is not
the end yet.
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“For nation shall rise against na-
tion, and kingdom against kingdom.
There shall be famines and pestilences
and earthquakes in different places.
All this is the beginning of sorrows.

“Then there shall be great troubles
such as there have not been since the
beginning of the world, troubles that
there never have been and there never
shall be. And unless those days were
to be shortened, no living things could
be saved. But for the sake of my chosen
ones, those days shall be shortened.

THE END OF TIME

“The sun shall be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light, and
the stars shall fall from heaven, and
the powers of the heavens shall be
shaken.

“Then the sign of the Son of man
shall appear in the heavens, and then
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn.
And they shall see the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory. And he shall
send his angels with a great sound of
a trumpet, and they shall gather to-
gether his chosen ones from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the
other.

“Now learn a lesson from the fig
tree: When its branch is still tender
and puts forth leaves, you know that
summer is near. So likewise you, when
you see all these things, know that it is
near, even at the doors.

“Truly I say to you, this generation
shall not pass until all these things are

fulfilled. Heaven and earth shall pass -

away, but my words shall not pass
away.

“No man knows the day and the
hour, not even the angels of heaven,
but my Father only. Watch therefore,
for you do not know what hour your
Lord will come. But know this, that if
the man of the house had known what

time the thief would come, he would
have watched and would not have
allowed his house to be broken into.
“Therefore, be ready also. For at
the time when you do not think it, the

Son of man is coming. Blessed is the
servant whom his lord shall find doing
his duty when he comes. Truly I tell
you, he shall make him ruler over his
goods.
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THE WISE AND FOOLISH
BRIDESMAIDS

“Thus the kingdom of heaven shall
be like ten bridesmaids who took
their lamps and went forth to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were wise
and five were foolish.

“They that were foolish took their
lamps but took no oil with them. The
wise ones took oil in vessels with their
lamps.

“As the bridegroom was late, they

all slumbered and slept. But at mid-
night the cry went up, ‘Behold, the
bridegroom comes. Go out to meet
him.” Then all the bridesmaids rose
up and trimmed their lamps. And the
foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us
some of your oil, for our lamps have
gone out.”’ But the wise answered,
saying, ‘We cannot, lest there should
not be enough both for us and for

-

you. Go instead to them that sell, and
buy for yourselves.’

“While they went to buy, the bride-
groom came and they that were ready
went in with him to the marriage,
and the door was shut. Afterwards
the other bridesmaids came, saying,
‘Lord, Lord, open the door to us.’
But he answered and said, ‘Truly, I
do not know you.’

“Watch therefore, for. you know
neither the day nor the hour in which
the Son of man comes.

THE UNPROFITABLE SERVANT

“Again the kingdom of beawen is
like a man setting off for a distant
country who called together BSS serv-
ants and delivered to them &S goods.
To one he gave five takenis. #0 another
two, and to another eme—f0 each
according to his specsal afsites. Then
he set off on s ey

“He who received the five talents
went and traded with them and made
five more. And likewise he who received
two gained two more. But he who re-
ceived one went and dug in the earth
and hid his lord’s money.

“After a long time, the lord of those
servants came home and reckoned with
them. He who had received five talents
came and brought five more, saying,
‘Lord, you gave me five talents. Be-
hold, I have earned five more beside
them.’

“His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a few things, I will
make you ruler over many things.
Come share with your lord in his good
fortune.’

“Then he who had received two
talents came and said, ‘Lord, you
gave me two talents. Behold, I have
earned two more beside them.’

MatreEw 25

“His lord said to him, “Well done.
good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a few things, I will
make you ruler over many things.
Come, share with your lord his joy.’

“Then he who had received the one
talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew
that you are a hard man harvesting
where you have not sown, and gather-
ing where you have not threshed. And
I was afraid, and went and hid your
money in the earth. Lo, here you have
what is yours.’

“His lord answered and said to
him, “You wicked and lazy servant!
You knew that I reap where I have not
sown, and gather where I have not
threshed. Therefore you should have
loaned out my money and then at my
returning I should have had my money
back with interest.’

“Therefore take the talent from
him, and give it to him who has ten
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talents. For to every one who has,
more shall be given, and he shall have
plenty. But from him who has not,
shall be taken away even that which
be has. Now cast the unprofitable serv-
ant into outer darkness.

“There shall be weeping and gnash-
ing of teeth.

THE DAY OF JUDGMENT

“When the Son of man shall come
in his glory, and all the holy angels
with him, then shall he sit upon his
glorious throne, and before him shall
be gathered all nations. And he shall
separate them one from another, as
a shepherd divides his sheep from the
goats. He shall set the sheep on his
right hand, but the goats on the left.

“Then the King shall say to those
on his right hand, ‘Come, you blessed
of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the beginning
of the world. For 1 was hungry, and
you gave me food. I was thirsty and
you gave me drink. I was a stranger,
and you took me in. I was naked and
you clothed me. I was sick and you
visited me. I was in prison and you
came to me.’

“Then shall the righteous answer
him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry, and feed you? Or thirsty,
and give you drink? When did we
see you a stranger, and take you in?
Or naked, and clothe you? Or when
did we see you sick, or in prison, and
come to you?’

-“And the King shall answer and
say to them, ‘Truly I tell you, inas-
much as you have done it to one of the
least of these my brothers, you have
done it to me.’

“Then he shall also say to those on
his left hand, ‘Be off, you accursed
ones, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels. For I
was hungry and you did not feed me,
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thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink. T was a stranger and you did
not take me in. I was naked and you
did not clothe me. I was sick and in
prison and you did not visit me.’

“Then they too will answer him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or
naked, or sick, or in prison, and did
not help you?

“Then shall he answer them saying,
‘Truly I say to you, inasmuch as you
did not do it to one of the least of
these my brothers, you did not do it to
me.’

“And these shall go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into
eternal life.”

JUDAS PLOTS
TO BETRAY JESUS

And it came to pass when Jesus
had finished all these sayings, that he
said to his disciples, “You know
that after two days is the feast of the
Passover and the Son of man is to be
betrayed and crucified.”

Then the chief priests and the scribes
and the elders of the people assembled
together in the palace of the high
priest, who was called Caiaphas. And
they discussed how they might take
Jesus by trickery and kill him.

But they said:

“Not on the feast day, lest there
be an uproar among the people.”

Then one of the twelve, called Judas
Iscariot, went to the chief priests and
said to them:

“What will you give me, if I deliver
him to you?”

And when the chief priests heard
him, they were glad and made an
agreement with him for thirty pieces
of silver. Judas accepted and from
that time on he sought above all an
occasion when the crowd would be
absent.
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THE LAST SUPPER

On the day of unleavened bread,
when the Passover lamb was to be sacri-
ficed, Jesus sent forth two of his
disciples, saying, “Go into the city
and prepare the Passover feast, so
that we may eat.”

And the two disciples asked him:

“Where are we to prepare it?”

He said, “When you have come
into the city, you will meet a man car
rying a pitcher of water. Follow hi
into the house he enters. And say tg
the man of the house, ‘The Mastes
says, “Where is the guest chambe
where I shall eat the Passover feasg
with my disciples?” ” And he will show




